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In 1918, Bishop Philip R. McDevitt created the first Catholic high school in the area. With 
humble beginnings in downtown Harrisburg, at the corner of North and Church Streets, 
four teachers and 44 students began the inaugural 1918-1919 school year of the newly 
formed Catholic High School of Harrisburg. Throughout the years, the name and locations 
have changed, but the love and pride for our school has remained constant. Bishop 
McDevitt has stood the test of time and the proof will be when we welcome the current 
8th graders in the Fall of 2015 as the Class of 2019. These are our Centennial Crusaders! 
These students will wear a century of pride and tradition like a badge of honor that will 
last a lifetime. But, the journey begins now. . . 

Over one hundred families of future Centennial Crusaders attended our Prospective Family Fall Preview on Sunday, 
November 16th. Students visiting on this day represented over 20 different schools within a large radius surrounding 
Bishop McDevitt High School. The Fall Preview is always a great day for Future Crusaders to tour our beautiful school 
and talk with our esteemed faculty, dedicated coaches, current student-athletes and friendly student representatives of 
our various clubs. It is the perfect opportunity to see, hear and feel why Bishop McDevitt is so special. Although our 
new, beautiful, sunlit school is state-of-the-art and 2200 Market Street captured our hearts, I am always reminded by 

visitors that our student body is what is most impressive about Bishop 
McDevitt. Our students carry themselves differently. Their heads are held 
a little higher, their shoulders are squared and their eyes convey a look of 
self-confidence because they know they are part of a rare and beautiful, 
century old tradition that is Bishop McDevitt High School.

During the course of the ’14-15 school year, interested 8th graders have 
many chances to experience being part of “the McDevitt family” by 
attending certain events. Taking advantage of these opportunities serves 
to ease the transition into high school. From fall sporting events to the last 
Open Mic Night in the spring, our future Crusaders can begin to visualize 
themselves in our high school setting. They have the privilege of observing 
and interacting with current Crusaders to better understand the roles they 
will play and the responsibilities they will face in perpetuating the legacy of 
the Bishop McDevitt. They learn from the best.

We all will have something in common with the Class of 2019. We all will 
be part of the century long narrative of this great school. Through fond 
memories and continued support, may we celebrate the next 100 years of 
Bishop McDevitt. 

❖ JANUARY 2015—Interesed 8th graders took The High School Placement Test (HSPT). If you missed the  
testing dates, please contact Admissions to schedule a testing date.

❖ MARCH 2015— Parent Information Night will be Tuesday, March 3rd. This evening provides an overview  
regarding admissions, freshmen course selection, tuition and the transition from grade school to Bishop McDevitt.  
HSPT results will also be distributed.

We will also host our annual 8th Grade Orientation Day on Friday, March 6. This special day begins with a prayer service. 
Next, we will have a small sampling of presentations by various clubs and activities. The rest of the day is broken into 
sections for Future Crusaders to visit classrooms and teachers, meet upperclassmen representing clubs & sports and have 
lunch provided by McDevitt. Please check our website in February for more information regarding these two events.

❖ APRIL 2015— Interviews will begin in April for 8th grade students who currently attend a public, other private, 
cyber, charter, or home school who are interested in attending Bishop McDevitt in the fall of 2015.

Admission Application, Registration, Course Selection and FACTS forms are due Friday, April 10 to complete the 
admissions process.

❖ MAY 2015— Interviews will begin in May for upperclassmen students who currently attend a public, other private, 
cyber, charter, or home school who are interested in transferring to Bishop McDevitt in the Fall of 2015. 

8th Graders (L to R) Josiah Lauver, Nora 
Suknaic and Liv Fasick sporting their 
Centennial Class shirts. 

ADMISSIONS 
Jill Bekelja ’83 Hanes, Director of Admissions

 Jill Bekelja Hanes

What’s ahead for our Centennial Crusaders. . .
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Dear Alumni and Friends,

Each year at this time, Catholic Schools across our country celebrate 
Catholic Schools Week in recognition of the gift of Catholic Education.  The 
theme for this year is “Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge, 
and Service.”  Each of these three areas is a focus throughout the year for us 
at Bishop McDevitt High School.  The very reason we exist and what sets us 
apart from other schools is our faith in Jesus Christ. All that we do and all 
that we are flows from our faith.  We boast of a long, strong tradition of a 
solid academic program.  What a thrill when recent grads return and share 
with us how well prepared they feel to meet the challenges of college.  Our 
McDevitt students are among the most generous young people I know.  Two 
of our largest and most active organizations are the Christian Service Club 
and Respect Life Club.  The service offered throughout the community by 
these two groups alone is amazing.

I would like to share with you a few facts and statistics about Bishop 
McDevitt today.  Our enrollment is 745.  We have students from nineteen school 
districts, the largest number coming from Central Dauphin.  Seventy-eight percent of our student 
population is Catholic, coming from our ten supporting parishes, as well as several other local parishes.  
The breakdown of our population by ethnicity is as follows:  68% Caucasian; 19% African American; 8% 
Hispanic; and 5% Asian. Our student/faculty ratio is 13/1.  The graduation rate for the class of 2014 was 
100%, with 93% going on for post-secondary education.  We have a total of fifty-six faculty members, 
four of whom are religious sisters.  Our Catholic tuition rate is $5900 for the first student, while the 
non-catholic rate for the first child is $7300. 

For many of you, this may be a drastically different picture from when you attended Bishop 
McDevitt High School.  What remains constant is our Mission to provide a well-rounded, faith-based, 
quality education for the young men and women who come to us.  As we celebrate Catholic Schools’ 
Week and offer our thanks for this special gift, we realize that this would not be possible without the 
faithful, generous support of our many alumni and friends. You help us to carry out the awesome task 
that is ours.  Thank you for all you do for us. God Bless you!

Sincerely,

Sister Mary Anne Bednar, IHM
Principal

 Sister Mary Anne

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

MISSION STATEMENT:
Bishop McDevitt High School, a Catholic, college-preparatory, coeducational school located within the Diocese 
of Harrisburg, encompasses students of diverse intellectual, socio-economic, and religious backgrounds. Bishop 

McDevitt strives to nurture the whole person by promoting a quality education rooted in the Gospel values and 
creating a challenging academic environment. The school community aspires to graduate well-rounded Christian 

men and women committed to living moral lives of holiness, integrity, justice, and responsible citizenship.
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Notebook
RESPECT LIFE CLUB
The Respect Life Club (formerly the Pro Life Club) participated in the Out 
of Darkness Suicide Prevention and Awareness Walk on City Island in Sep-
tember and Life Chain at Holy Name of Jesus and the Walk for Life on City 
Island in October. In November, they served meals at the Soup Kitchen at 
Saint Patrick’s Cathedral. The Respect Life Club executive committee is Seth 
Delp (Co-President), Elizabeth Kealy (Co-President), Matthew Richardson 
(Public Relations) and Sarah Carson (Junior Member). 

OPEN MIC NIGHT
Mr. Yeckley’s Poetry Club hosted their first “Open Mic Night” of the year on Friday, November 21st in the school cafeteria. With over a hun-
dred people in attendance, guests were entertained by a mixture of performance, poetry, and song. Mark your calendars for the next “Open 
Mic Night” on Friday, February 13, 2015.

CONTRA MUNDUM
God has blessed Contra Mundum with faithful men who want to 
live ‘counter-culturally’ and support one another, while growing in 
their Catholic heritage. Recently, Contra Mundum visted some local 
churches, hiked on the Appalachian Trail, caught a Hershey Bears 
game and fasted and prayed together during Advent. 

Sophomore Bernadette Bratina sang, 
“Wishing You Were Somehow Here 
Again” from Phantom of the Opera

Physics teacher, Girls Soccer and Track 
& Field Coach, Mr. Bray sang and played 
guitar with his wife at Open Mic Night. 

Senior Patty O’Shea recited poetry Sophomore Connor Ouly sang 
“Stars” from Les Miserables

Crusader
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FBLA  
REGIONAL  
LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE
Twenty-six Future Business Leaders of 
America members qualified to attend 
the Regional Leadership Conference 
held at Hershey High School on 
December 12th. At the event, ten 
students received medals and qualified 
for the State Leadership Conference 
at the Hershey Lodge and Convention 
Center on April 13th and 15th. 

The following students placed in their 
respective categories:

Victoria Eaton ’15 – 3rd Place in Accounting II

Brandon Pham ’15 – 3rd Place in Securities &   
 Investments

Erik Moglia’17 – 3rd Place in Insurance and Risk  
 Management 

Brian Druby ’18 – 2nd Place in Business Math

Madison Nemshick ’18 – 2nd Place in Business  
 Communication

Christian Pitingolo ’17 - 1st Place in Cyber Security

Joey Wrabel ’15 – 1st Place in Accounting II

Agatha Chmielewski ’18, Gabriela Cortes ’18 &  
 and Lyndsay Stakem ’18 – 1st Place in Emerging 
 Business Issues

CRUSADERS IN PA AMERICAN LEGION STUDENT PROGRAMS 

L to R: Ava Lutz, Calvin Barboza and Dylan Hake

Last year, Calvin Barboza ’15 
represented Legion Post 998 in 
higher levels of competition in 
the Post level Oratorical Contest. 
The focus of the Oratorical 
contest is Constitution of the 
United States. The Oratorical 
Contest is a two part oration for 
high school students to compete 
in for college scholarships. Ava 
Lutz ’15 won 2nd place in the 
Region (3 County area) for her 
piece in the American Legion 
Essay Contest.  Ava represented 
Post 730 of Penbrook. Junior 
Dylan Hake also competed 
representing Post 265 of 
Hummelstown.

Three Crusaders represented Legion Post 998 in Keystone Boys 
State, a weeklong educational summer program that mirrors the 

structure and operation of the 
state government. Brendan 
Bullivant ’15, Tom Nguyen 
’15, and Calvin Barboza ’15 
developed leadership skills and 
pride in American citizenship 
and gained full understanding 
of our American traditions and 
belief in the United States of 
America. The American Legion 
also runs Keystone Girls 
State where Victoria Eaton 
’15, Elizabeth Hankerson ’15 
and Aviette Santiago ’15 all 
attended.

Peter Cerquone ’15 represented Legion Post 998 this summer at 
the State Police Youth Week. This six day camp introduces students 
in all procedures of law enforcement holding sessions with the local, 
state, and federal law enforcements.
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On Saturday, September 12, 2014 fifty members 
of the Class of 1959 gathered together for the 
blessing and dedication of the “Class of 1959 
Meditation Garden.” The weather leading up 
to the dedication was rainy and gray, but by the 
time the dedication was to begin, the deceased 
members of the class along with our God 
cleared the skies and brought beautiful sunshine 
for the ceremony. Father John Euker ’59 was the 
celebrant during the dedication ceremony. 

The idea for the Meditation Garden was first 
discussed in 2011. The original concept and 
design of the Meditation Garden was created 
by 1959 classmate, Dr. John Bartel. When Dr. 
Bartel and his wife Elaine visited the old school 
for John’s 50th Class Reunion and saw the plans 
for the new school, it struck a deep, personal 
chord in him. This was John’s first reunion he 
attended, as well as the first visit back to 2200 
Market Street since he left in June 1959. He 
hoped to be able to give something back to 
McDevitt for the current and future students to 
grow their spiritual development. 

Blessing of  Meditation Garden  Memorial Tree
While thinking of ways to contribute to 
our new campus, Dr. Bartel envisioned a 
Meditation Garden. He reverted back to 
the class of 1959’s motto, “To Restore All 
Things in Christ.” To him, it felt natural to 
look at Christ’s ministry for inspiration. 
After reviewing scripture, it is apparent that 
the majority of Christ’s ministry occurred 
outdoors, in nature. Dr. Bartel felt that 
setting aside a special place for people to go 
and commune with God and Christ would be 
something to benefit the current constituents 
of McDevitt and all those who come back to 
visit. 

Ideas and designs were mailed to us over 
the years from Dr. Bartel, along with many 
phone calls and emails. His enthusiasm for 
the garden was amazing. He shared his many 
different ideas for the garden with us and with 
his fellow classmates. As we got closer to 
fruition of the garden, and working with the 
landscape architects from Davis Landscape, 
the garden that you see was created. 

The garden contains a beautiful pathway 
(handicap accessible) that one can walk to enter 
the garden. Benches are provided for visitors 
to sit and to reflect. It is surrounded by plants, 
trees, flowers and shrubs that will grow and 
bloom, creating an even more private area for 
all to visit. Originally, the class had wanted Saint 
Francis of Assisi (John’s favorite saint and the 
saint from the school where he attended prior 
to going to McDevitt) but it was decided by the 
school that we have the Blessed Mother statue 
be the focal point of the garden. The Blessed 
Mother is the patron saint of our school, thus 
it only fitting that we have her prominently 
displayed for all to see and to remind visitors  
of our faith and devotion to Her.

The Meditation Garden sits beautifully next to 
a new tree that was recently planted in front 
of the school. On May 22, 2014, the Knights of 
Columbus Father Capodanno Assembly #3167 
planted a red oak tree in the parking circle in 
memory of Bishop Joseph F. McFadden, the 10th 
Bishop of Harrisburg. The ceremony was led by 

Sir Knight Michael J. Moglia and the 
tree was blessed by Bishop Ronald W. 
Gainer, the 11th Bishop of Harrisburg. 

The current location was decided 
upon after carefully researching the 
school campus options with the 
landscape architects. Visitors are able 
to see the tree in Bishop McFadden’s 
memory while also enjoying the 
beautiful garden. The location is 
also fitting because it can be easily 
accessed by all, including classes that 
can walk down to pray the rosary. We 
hope that you will take a moment to 
visit the garden and to say a special 
prayer of thanks to the Class of 1959.
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The Ronald S. Marsico ’65 Center for History and Government

Honorable Ronald S. Marsico ’65, and Sr. Mary Anne Bednar, 
IHM, Prinicpal. The picture on wall, of Rep. Marsico hangs in the 
History and Government wing.

Senior Tesia Kempski, NHS Vice President saying the 
opening prayer.

Bishop Gainer blessing the Center for History and 
Government.

ver the past few years, many people have worked tirelessly to 
make the dream of building a new high school for Bishop McDevitt a reality. 
Support for this school has come in various forms, from multiple constituents 
in and around the Harrisburg area. As we stop and reflect on those who 
worked behind the scenes to help us, we cannot forget to acknowledge one 
particular McDevitt alumni for his guidance and leadership with the project. 

Representative Ron Marsico ’65 was instrumental in advocating for Bishop 
McDevitt with the local and state government and the surrounding 
communities on the school project. His legislative support of the Educational 
Improvement Tax Credit Program (EITC) and the Opportunity Scholarship 
Tax Credit Program (OSTC) has resulted in Bishop McDevitt receiving over 

$466,000 in tuition assistance money for the current school year. This 
tuition assistance allows us to continue to provide qualifying families with 
the quality Catholic Education they desire.

On Tuesday, September 9, Bishop Gainer joined Representative Marsico; 
our Principal, Sister Mary Anne; Secretary for Education, Father Quinlan, 
along with Ron’s family and friends for a dedication ceremony in the Social 
Studies wing of the building. The wing is now called “The Ronald S. Marsico 
’65 Center for History and Government.” Ron’s picture is displayed in the 
hallway for all to see. In his speech, Ron noted how grateful he is for the 
Catholic Education he received from Bishop McDevitt. He continued to 
explain how fortunate he feels to be able to give back to his alma mater. 

STAINED GLASS WINDOW TRANSFER
Last school year, John Brixius and his archives committee actively worked to transfer the beautiful stained glass windows from our 2200 Market Street 
building to 1 Crusader Way. Through the generosity of many alumni and friends the project was completed this fall. The stained glass windows of Saint 
Dominic Savio, and Saint Maria Goretti, which were located in the center of the building above the red doors, as well as the Holy Spirit, and the Blessed 
Mother windows, which sat in either tower, were all removed, refurbished and set in the window panes across from Saint Sebastian Hall.  We are 
thrilled to have these historic pieces at the new campus. We would like to give a huge thank you to John, his team, and the supporters that made the 
stained glass window transfer possible. 



CLASS OF ’64 SCHOLARSHIP
We are happy to announce that the Class of 1964, after celebrating their  
50th Class Reunion has decided to establish a scholarship for needy students  
at McDevitt. To date, the class has raised $4,800 toward their goal of $10,000. 
They are in process of deciding how they will be distributing the scholarship 
money. We are delighted and grateful that they decided to partner with their 
school and assist our families.

If you are interested in discussing the possibility of establishing a scholarship  
in memory of a loved or for any other purpose, please contact Cheri 
Comasco at 717-236-7973 ex 2133. 

2014-2015 MCDEVITT FUND 

The 2014-2015 McDevitt Fund drive is underway. Every year our constituents 
are asked to give a gift back to Bishop McDevitt High School. We thank you 
for your generosity in providing McDevitt the means to operate. The cost to 
educated one child is presently $7,600. Tuition for one parish-participating 
child is $5,900 and $7,300 for a non-Catholic student. The McDevitt Fund is 
needed every year to cover the gap left by the difference between the tuition 
rate and the actual cost. 

The goal for this year’s annual appeal is $475,000. With everyone’s help, 
we can achieve this goal. All gifts, no matter the size do help. If everyone 
gives a little, it all adds up and brings us closer to our goal. To date, we have 
$305,000 committed toward our goal. We hope you will make your pledge or 
commitment today. Remember, you may return your gift to McDevitt by June 
30, 2015. Thank you in advance for your generous support. 

WEBSITE UPDATE 
With all the changes Bishop McDevitt has had in the past two years, we 
have another one to add to the list. Have you recently visited our school's 
homepage    , www.bishopmcdevitt.org? Over the past several months, the 
Director of IT, Jared Halvorsen,  worked diligently to re designed and  update 
our website . You will find  it to be more user friendly and easier to navigate.     
Its also  mobile browser optimized. The gold banner at the top is for parent 
and student access to MMS, school calendar, forms etc.

To our online donors, the online giving option is eas ier . It is a shorter process :   
enter your information,  click and give. The  new  online capabilities also include 
event registration. All monetary transactions are through a secure line.

 I f you cannot come visit us at 1 Crusader Way, please keep in touch with us 
via  the school webpage  at www.bishopmcdevitt.org. We think you will love  
the  new site! 

FUND
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THE LITTLE FLOWER SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND 
This scholarship fund has been established to assist families in 
providing a Catholic education for their children. This new fund has 
been named in honor of Saint Therese of Lisieux, a young saint in late 
19th century France. She joined a Carmelite convent at the age of 
15 and is internationally known for her “little way.” She is quoted as 
saying: “Love proves itself by deeds, so how am I to show my love? Great 
deeds are forbidden me. The only way I can prove my love is by scattering 
flowers and these flowers are every little sacrifice, every glance and word, 
and the doing of the least actions for love.”

The families that receive financial aid for their current and future 
students already make huge sacrifices to provide a quality Catholic 
education for their children. In the spirit of Saint Therese, we ask 
that you consider making a small sacrifice to help these students so 
they can benefit from the same education and faith that inspired Saint 
Therese to become a Saint and Doctor of the Church. You can help 
support Bishop McDevitt’s mission of a quality, Catholic education 
by responding in the envelope provided. Check the box on the 
remittance envelope provided for the “Little Flower Fund” to make 
the dream of a Catholic education, a reality.

EDUCATION IMPROVEMENT TAX 
CREDIT PROGRAM
On Wednesday, October 22, 2014 Phillips Facilities Management 
Group presented a $7,000 check to Sister Mary Anne Bednar, IHM- 
Principal for the Neumann Scholarship Foundation Program. Pictured 
below (L to R) are Jennifer Leib, Workflow Specialist; Peter Phillips, 
President and CEO at The Phillips Group; Sister Mary Anne, Principal 
and Samantha Keefer, Furniture Consultant Education Specialist.

This check is part of the Educational Improvement Tax Credit 
Program (EITC) where businesses receive a tax credit for their gift to 
the scholarship fund. The school benefits through the EITC program 
by awarding tuition assistance to our families in need. 

For the 2014-2015 School Year, Bishop McDevitt has awarded over 
$465,000 in tuition assistance through the EITC and the Opportunity 
Tax Scholarship Program (OSTC) programs. To learn more about 
how your business can help our school log onto www.newpa.com and 
search for EITC or OSTC or contact Cheri Comasco at 717-236-7973  
or advancement@bishopmcdevitt.org

We are also very grateful to the following businesses 
who have contributed to the EITC or OSTC program this year 
(for distribution in 2015-2016): Select Medical Corporation 
and its subsidiaries, JPL Video Productions, Mid Penn Bank, 
Homesale Realty Serv0ices Group, Inc., Triangle Press, Inc.,  
Sheet Metal Specialists, Martin M. Sacks & Associates, 
Keystone Tax Associates, LLC, and The Bryn Mawr Trust 
Company.  We are still accepting contributions to our school 
through this fund. Advancement



2nd Annual Santa 5K Run
On December 6, 2014, we welcomed over 350 Santas to run a  
5K or walk a 1 Mile loop through Bishop McDevitt’s campus.  
Even with the freezing temperatures and pouring rain, this year’s 
run was filled with holiday spirit! All 5K runners or 1 Mile walkers 
received a Santa shirt, Santa hat and a free hot chocolate. We also 
had a homemade Christmas cookie basket raffle and appearances 
from several vendors. The Santa 5K Run was established last year 
as a fundraiser to support the general fund of Bishop McDevitt 
and tuition assistance. Please mark your calendars for next school 
year’s Santa 5K Run for Saturday, December 12, 2015. 

We would like to thank all participants, sponsors, and volunteers that helped make the golf tournament and Santa 5K possible.  
It is through your efforts we can continue to have these special events that benefit our school. 
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  22nd Annual Tony Cernugel Memorial Golf Tournament
On Friday, September 14, 2014, we hosted 
the 22nd Annual Tony Cernugel Memorial 
Golf Tournament. We had 84 golfers spend 
their afternoon with us at Blue Ridge Country 
Club. Proceeds from the golf outing benefit 
Bishop McDevitt students in need of financial 

assistance. Participants enjoyed 18 holes of 
golf, refreshments, skill competitions, raffles, 
and dinner. Tony Cernugel was a coach, 
teacher, athletic director, vice-principal, 
counselor, and a friend to thousands of 
Harrisburg Catholic/Bishop McDevitt 

graduates, faculty and families. Coach began 
his career at Catholic High in 1949 and served 
the high school until his retirement in 1995. 
We are honored to continue his legacy through 
the annual golf outing. Next school year’s golf 
tournament date is to be determined.



   TWiN TOWeRS   Winter 201510

Denise Kodua ’15 
By: Kathleen Hartwell ’16 

When Denise entered Bishop McDevitt 
as a freshman, she was purely enthusiastic 
and prepared to embrace her high school 
experience. She was not timid, even though 
she came from a graduating class of only six 
students at Saint Joan of Arc School. She was 
prepared to join the McDevitt family as a 
member of the class of 2015. She was ready 
to embrace the McDevitt tradition and spirit 
that she knew would make an impact on her 
for the rest of her life. Denise was not aware, 
however, how great of an impact she would 
have on Bishop McDevitt. She is an uplifting 
and compassionate friend to all of her peers. 
She is an exemplary student and role model of 
kindness and generosity for her classmates and 
underclassmen alike.  

Denise is involved in a variety of clubs, such as Respect Life, Peer Counseling, 
Performing Arts, and Rosary Club. She has also earned an officer position in the 
Math National Honor Society as the Treasurer. One of her shining traits is her 
constant spirit of caring and selfless volunteering. Though Denise is enwrapped 
in a tight schedule, she finds the time to offer up service others. It is rare to find 
someone as willing to volunteer for every event and occasion. She serves as a 
Eucharistic Minister during school Masses and participates at her own parish 
as an altar server and lector. The faculty and staff rely on Denise’s generosity 
as she never fails to raise a hand and participate in any act of service. She is an 
active member of Student Ambassadors in which she devotes many hours to 
touring future Crusaders and sharing memories of her experience at Bishop 
McDevitt. As a Christian Service Club participant, Denise has joined a variety of 
activities to assist those in need. 

Though Denise has offered much to McDevitt, she feels that much has been 
equally returned to her through her experiences at the school. She credits 
Bishop McDevitt with helping her to gain organizational and interactive skills 
that will be applicable in college and the years to follow. She has learned that, 
“Success is not acquired through perfection, but through making mistakes and 
learning from them.” Denise has benefitted from the friendly and constructive 
teacher-student connection that has given her unlimited opportunities to 
succeed. She has excelled in and enjoyed her classes, such as History, Spanish, 
and Chemistry. She feels blessed to go to a school where everyone wishes for 
your success and well-being. 

Her faith has blossomed as a student at McDevitt as well. She has become more 
open with her spirituality, which has strengthened over the past four years. 
Her participation in a variety of faithful clubs, such as Talitha Koum and the 
Rosary Club, has helped to make this growth possible. Denise has recently been 
honored as a designated Kairos leader for her senior year. She is eager to lead 
her classmates in this religious journey. 

Denise will certainly be missed and remembered by the student body and 
faculty of Bishop McDevitt as she continues on to college and beyond. She has 
applied to the University of Pittsburgh and the Pennsylvania State University, 
and would be delighted to attend either. She intends to major in physiology and 
take the courses required to attend medical school. Denise aspires to become 
a cardiovascular surgeon and continue to do what she loves most: serving 
others. This spirit of caring for all she encounters, whether friend or stranger, 
will transcend her high school years and follow her into the medical field. She 
will undoubtedly succeed in continuing her service to the world and expanding 
the range of those who are graced by her generous demeanor. Although Denise 
has planned for the future, she will never forget her roots at McDevitt and will 
always remain a proud Crusader. Likewise, McDevitt will never forget Denise 
and all she has done to serve the school community.  

Ava Lutz ’15  
By: Kathleen Hartwell ’16 

Before the school day begins, the 
announcements can be heard over the 
loudspeaker. One of the voices leading 
the student body into a productive day 
is Ava Lutz. This position embodies the 
one characteristic that Ava perfectly 
portrays: leadership. In just about 
everything in which she participates, 
Ava finds a way to lead by example. Her 
desire to lead stems from her innate 
need to help others. She is a prevalent 
member of the senior class and often 
times an example for the underclassmen. 
She is a member of various prestigious 
clubs at McDevitt and upholds the name 
of the school. Regardless of what activity 
or club she is representing, everyone 

at McDevitt knows that Ava Lutz will provide a proper model for the 
underclassmen to follow. Although Ava is in positions of high responsibility 
in the school, she is not intimidating. Rather, Ava’s wit and amiability makes 
her an approachable peer and uplifting friend.

Throughout her four years at Bishop McDevitt, Ava has made quite an 
impact on the high school through her continuous involvement. Ava, 
a graduate of Holy Name of Jesus School, was prepared to enroll at 
McDevitt. Her siblings had previously attended the school and shared their 
enjoyable memories with her, igniting an excitement to become a part of 
the student body herself. She joined a multitude of activities her freshman 
year and has not ceased to remain involved since then. She immediately 
joined Student Council, Respect Life Club, and Christian Service Club. Ava 
has a passion for athletics, as both a participant and spectator. She was 
a member of the tennis team for two years at McDevitt. During periods 
when injuries prevented participation, she was soccer team manager and 
avid supporter of McDevitt sports teams.

Still as committed to McDevitt her senior year, Ava has maintained an 
overwhelming collection of accolades and involvement. Ava is the Vice 
President of the class of 2015. This position is much more than a title. 
Being a Student Council officer requires dedication to the McDevitt News 
program and planning for a plethora of student body functions. She is a 
member of the renowned National Honor Society and Math National 
Honor Society. Ava is also a Lab Aid, Student Ambassador and Quiz 
Bowl team member. She has recently been selected as a Kairos leader, 
which is an honor and testifies to her leadership skills. Though it is nearly 
unimaginable with her hectic schedule, Ava finds time to volunteer and 
maintain exceptional grades. She volunteers for the Santa 5K and various 
other events that occur within the school community. She manages to 
merit outstanding grades in all of her classes and has particularly excelled in 
her English and Chemistry courses throughout the past four years. 

Since beginning her high school career, Ava has acquired numerous skills 
and has perfected others. She is grateful to have spent these past years 
with such influential teachers that she feels have truly helped to shape 
her future. She attributes her success and positive overall experience at 
Bishop McDevitt to the unique environment of the school and irreplaceable 
people within it. She has learned the essential skills of time management 
and an effective work ethic. Ava also describes her gratitude to McDevitt 
through the school instilling in her the desire to make changes in the 
society and impact the lives of others. She hopes to fulfill this purpose by 
continuing her education at either Pennsylvania State University or the 
University of Pittsburgh. She intends to pursue a major in engineering at 
either of the two universities. Her future plans beyond her college years 
are undecided. However, it is certain that Ava will go on to impress others 
with her leadership and intelligence wherever she may go, always remaining 
a Crusader.     Spotlightcrusader
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Matthew Richardson ’15 
By Rafael Saplala ’16 

Perhaps the single most important and most 
stressed aspect of Bishop McDevitt High 
School is the atmosphere of spirituality. 
Amidst academic accolades or sports trophies, 
McD has always prided itself on the school’s 
love of God and how its students reflected 
this ideal. Matthew Richardson, although he’ll 
never admit it, is recognized as a student who 
truly embodies the school’s zeal for the faith. 
In an attempt to participate and give back any 
way he can, Matthew is often seen serving 
at the altar for Mass or simply praying in the 
chapel during his free period.

Recollecting the first day he entered Bishop 
McDevitt, Matthew Richardson could not 
fathom what lay ahead in his future. McDevitt 
seemed to be the likely choice for Matthew as his sister had graduated years 
earlier. Although he came from a sizeable Saint Margaret Mary’s eighth grade 
class, jitters still plagued Matthew as he walked the streets of Market Street 
early the first day of school. But as soon as he made his way to homeroom, his 
charm had already won him a few friends for life. His cheery disposition and wit 
attracted people, but it was his loyalty and kindness that really impacted them. 
During his first years at McD, Matthew was able to nurture a love of literature. 
He found reading to be an escape from his hectic day-to-day affairs. Matthew 
prides himself on his excellence in English, transforming into a better writer 
each year he attended McD.

In just a few years, Matthew was able to carve out a legacy and reputation 
for himself. Alongside his academic achievements, he was quite active in 
extracurricular activities. After four years of Marching Band, Matthew is proud 
to be the Brass Captain during his senior year. Marching Band has been an 
integral part of his life, producing some of his favorite memories at McD, such 
as jousting in the Old McDevitt Band Room. His love of the arts and literature 
is not limited only to the classroom as he is the Co-President of the Performing 
Arts Club, an invaluable member of the Poetry Club, and an editor for the 
Journalism Club. Throughout his life, he has always been one to live out his faith 
in both action and word. Matthew acts as a Chairperson for the Diocesan Youth 
Council, Treasurer of the Respect Life Club, and esteemed member of Contra 
Mundum.

Every time Matthew passes by the Chapel on his way to class, he always 
manages a quick sign of the cross. However subtle, not once has Matthew 
forgotten to offer this small, yet meaningful gesture. Despite his many successes 
and his general popularity within McD, he remains grounded and humble. He 
truly attributes his successes and talents to God, a relationship that he often 
strengthens and nourishes. Something about the faith has always called out to 
Matthew. Recalling his sophomore year, he holds Religion II with Mrs. Knapp as 
one of his best classes ever. He credits the majority of his growth to religious 
discussions in class and partaking in deep reflections with the school’s chaplain.

Seeking to further expand his religious knowledge, Matthew remains unsure of 
his future plans. The priesthood seems an obvious choice for him, but such a 
crucial decision requires more time for deliberation. He has already applied to 
Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary, Saint Charles’ Seminary, and King’s College. As 
his senior year winds down, he will continue to ponder on what God truly has 
in store for him.

The many honors he has merited have certainly earned him quite the academic 
resume and reputation as a person. Truly a Christian at heart, Matthew has 
always strived to be the best person he could be for himself and to serve 
others. McDevitt has taught him how to speak up for his beliefs and have the 
courage to speak out against injustice. Throughout his four years as a Crusader, 
Matthew Richardson has always been moral and catholic, and there’s no doubt 
in anyone’s mind that he will carry his spirit to the next place that is blessed 
enough to have him.

Tyler Smith ’15 
By Rafael Saplala ’16 

Multitudes pack themselves within Finestra 
Hall, anxiously awaiting the show. The excited 
chatter pervading the auditorium quickly 
ceases as the performance commences.The 
lights dim, fanfare sounds, and the curtains 
rise. Whether playing a Mozart piece or 
embodying a timeless character, Tyler Smith 
is on stage ready to amaze an audience. 
Seemingly born for the spotlight, Tyler is well 
renowned as an actor, a musician, and singer.

Understanding that high school would 
be a new, frightening experience, Tyler 
prepared himself for the transition from Saint 
Catherine Laboure to Bishop McDevitt. He 
had some idea of what it would be like, since 
his siblings had gone through the process 

themselves, but he could not predict how his first day would turn out. In a 
confused mixture of excitement and nervousness, Tyler embarked on his first 
day of school. With the sound of the first bell, Tyler made his way to choir. 
Along with his nervousness, Tyler brought his love for music to McD which 
was quickly recognized. Soon Tyler was dubbed a piano prodigy and was tasked 
with learning most of the choir’s accompaniment pieces. What seemed to be 
an imposing task was nothing for Tyler. He mastered the pieces speedily and 
earned a reputation as a musical genius. Tyler, humble down to his core, quickly 
dismissed such extravagant thoughts as music was just his way to express his 
emotions. Taking to both choir and band, Tyler showed his versatility by joining 
marching band and other branch musical groups.

Singing and playing the piano was an important part of his life, but Tyler is 
much more than that. Equally brilliant in his studies, Tyler quickly displayed 
his skill for math and english. His stellar academics would earn him a spot on 
the National Honor Society his junior year and would drive his election to 
become the Society’s Treasurer his senior year. His love for writing has also 
merited him a Golden Key in Scholastic Creative Writing. His ability to portray 
characters was supplemented by his outgoing demeanor. He is proud to have 
been a part of the McDevitt Spring Musical for the past four years, as well as the 
Fall Dramas, in which he played integral roles. Last year, Tyler played The Cat 
in the Hat in Seussical the Musical and he enjoys reminiscing at the fun he had 
with all of his castmates. He acts as Co-President of the Performing Arts Club, 
where he provides help in the development of aspiring actors and actresses. 
Tyler rose into the choir hierarchy to become the Choir President for his senior 
year, when he was also the Woodwind Captain for Marching Band. When not 
participating in anything musical, Tyler works diligently at Hersheypark where 
he has harnessed his ability to converse with total strangers and get to know 
them in a short amount of time. Tyler is currently a member of the McD Tennis 
Team, as he has been for most of his high school years.

In addition to his development as a student, he has a grown as a person. He 
took advantage of opportunities presented to him during his freshmen year and 
expanded upon them in his next three years. Tyler looked forward to attending 
McDevitt because of the opportunity to grow in faith and grow as a unified 
family. He avidly participates in faith based clubs such as Contra Mundum and 
Respect Life. He learned in McDevitt that despite how diverse and seemingly 
varied community is, everyone will gather together to help one another. It’s this 
very atmosphere of kindness that beckoned Tyler to McD in the first place. At 
every level, the Bishop McDevitt family is accepting and kind. 

College is approaching fast for McD’s reputed piano prodigy, but Tyler intends 
to savor his final year as a Crusader. Fittingly, Tyler hopes to pursue a future 
in Musical Education at Millersville University. When Tyler graduates from 
McDevitt, each person will have his own idea of what contributions he made 
to the school, whether it be musical, spiritual, or academic. A person so unique 
and honestly sincere, Tyler Smith supplied the music for his time at McD and 
that melody will echo in the halls forever.



On October 27th, the Bishop McDevitt student body filed into Finestra Hall 
for a morning assembly completely unaware that when they left Finestra 
Hall, their lives were to be truly changed. The students were greeted by 
David Abel, the Chairman of the Board and Founder of Stewardship: A 
Mission of Faith. Mr. Abel introduced the main speaker, Claudio Vieira de 
Oliveira. Claudio is a 38-year-old man from Monte Santo, Brazil who lives 
with an extraordinary disability. He was born with an extreme congenital 
malformation called Arthrogryposis Multiplex Congentia. His legs are badly 
deformed and arms of little use. Claudio’s vertebrae column is twisted so 
severely that his head appears upside-down.

When Claudio was born the doctors told his mother that he would not live 
past 24 hours. They suggested that she starve the baby; his death would 
be less painful than what he would have to endure if he continued to live. 
Claudio’s mother refused to listen to the doctors and wouldn’t give up on 
her son. Though Claudio’s body is severely deformed, his mind and heart 
are strong. After being carried his whole life, he taught himself how to walk 
at the age of 8. He so badly wanted to be like other children his age and go 
to school. He taught himself how to write with a pen in his mouth. Claudio’s 
persistence and vision of seeing himself as “normal”, has allowed him to 
continue through school, graduate college and become an accountant. 

In addition to being an accountant, Claudio is an international public 
speaker. He teamed up with his good friend and interpreter Fr. George, and 
their mission is to laugh and share their laughter with others. Their hope 
is that Claudio will bring hope to those who have lost their own. Claudio 
demonstrated to the students that through love, laughter and the glory 
of God, everyone can have a brighter future. Claudio presents himself as 
an example of someone who was told he could not survive, but through 
perseverance and the love and support of his family, he is thriving. Claudio 
shared with the student assembly his love for Jesus and how Jesus works 
through him. With tears running down their faces, the 750 students gave 
Claudio a standing ovation and more than 500 of them stayed behind to 
take a picture with him. 

After the assembly, we asked a few teachers to have their students jot 
down their thoughts after meeting Claudio. 

“The assembly this morning deepened my fervent opinion on Pro-Life. This 
inspiring and profoundly loving man took a life-altering obstacle and used it to 
proclaim Jesus’ will and change people’s lives. If his mother had listened to the 
doctor’s suggestion, this life that radiates joy and possibility would not be existent.” 
– Lia Acri '17 

“When I looked at the man standing on the auditorium stage this morning, I 
did not see a disabled man. In truth, the man I saw was the definition of ability. 
Through his love for his neighbor and hope in all things, he was able to find 
happiness in the worst situations. His unceasing joy is an inspiration to all as he 
exemplifies love in all that he does.” – Emily Dempsey '17

“I thought Claudio’s philosophy of life was both moving and inspiring. He made 
me think about how I should always try and keep a positive outlook on life even 
when times are tough. It was privilege to be the first school that he spoke to in the 
United States.” – Sawyer Neely '17

CLAUDIO
“As first I felt bad for Claudio, but the gripping presentation he gave opened my 
eyes but more importantly my heart. I realized that the most important thing 
we can do is love no matter the situation. All that we can give is our full effort 
and self back to God and Claudio does just that making him truly a man of God. 
He is a living example of perseverance, showing that through God all things are 
possible. I would recommend Claudio’s presentations to everyone because it truly 
opened up one’s heart to the power of love and how great God’s love is.”  
– John Pipa '17

“The assembly today was eye opening. Overall today made me count my 
blessings. Claudio explained that his friends, family and relationship with God 
were what led him to where he is today. He also widened my view of what we 
should thank God for. More often than not I find myself thanking God only when 
something big happened and I feel God has forgotten about me when bad things 
happen. Seeing Claudio made me thank God for the ability to write, draw, pole 
vault and many other important things. Claudio’s strong will and ability to still be 
thankful has truly impacted me.” – Kyle Baughman ’18

Claudio and Fr. George sharing their message of love and laughter to the students.
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Fr. George addressing the student body and introducing his 
dear friend, Claudio. The picture to the left of Fr. George is 
Claudio meeting Pope Saint John Paul II. Claudio met two 
popes in his life time, Pope Saint John Paull II and Pope 
Francis.

Claudio drew a flower for our school. The poster is hanging in Sr. Mary Anne’s office surrounded by multiple pictures 
of students with Claudio. 

During the Q&A time, Senior Kaine Medley asked Claudio if he was upset by Brazil’s performance in the World Cup. 
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FOOTBALL
The Bishop McDevitt Crusaders (14-1) became the consecutive five-time defending 
Class AAA District III champions and finished their sixth undefeated regular season 
in school history under head coach Jeff Weachter. McDevitt’s season was highlighted 
by victories over Class AAAA contenders Cedar Cliff (49-33), Cumberland Valley 
(6-3), Lower Dauphin (35-14), and a memorable 53-31 week 9 defeat of Red Land. 
District III playoff victories came over Eastern York, Manheim Central, Red Land 
(44-7) & Cocalico (41-0). The Crusaders were defeated in the AAA Western final 
26-21 by the Central Valley Warriors. The team was led throughout the 2014 season 
by team captains and seniors Jake Phillips, Andre Robinson, Que’Shawn Jenkins, 
Tyrone Gibson & Kendric Lewis.

The McD offense averaged 39 points and 486 yards per game, a balanced attack with 
263 yards passing and 233 rushing. Senior quarterback Nick Marsilio threw for 3,555 
yards and 44 TDs. All-state tailback Andre Robinson (PSU recruit) has a pair of 200-
yard games this year and 92 career TDs. He currently holds McD school record with 
most touchdowns. Junior WR Kobay White has 58 grabs for 944 yards and 12 TDs. 

Right guard Kendric Lewis anchored a tough, physical line. Junior left 
tackle Anthony Long is a three-year starter.

The Crusader defense yielded just 111 
yards per game on the ground, led by 
seniors DT Myles Turner, SS Brandon 
Stanback and an exceptional linebacking 
corps of Greg Artis-Payne, Que’Shawn 
Jenkins and Jake Phillips. Junior corner 
Joe Joe Headen led the secondary with 7 
interceptions.

The following football players were 
named Mid Penn Keystone Division 
All-Stars:

First team offense – Kobay White (WR), 
Anthony Long (OL), Kendric Lewis (OL), 
Nick Marsilio (QB) and Andre Robinson 
(RB). Second team offense Bryce Hall 
(WR), Kevin Lenz (TE), Mitch Ward 
(OL) and Braden Weachter (OL). 

 First team defense– Greg Artis-Payne 
(DL), Myles Turner (DT), Que’Shawn 
Jenkins (LB), Brandon Stanback (DB) 
& Joe Joe Headen (DB). Second team 
defense – Buddy Pagliaro (DE), Derek 
Lutes (DT), & Jake Phillips (LB).

 Brandon Stanback (DB) was also 
selected as the Mid Penn Keystone 
Division Defensive Player of the Year. 

Sports
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BOYS SOCCER
The boys soccer team battled through the 
challenging Mid Penn Keystone Division finishing 
9-10 under head coach Terence Maloney. 
Signature wins came against Susquehanna Twp 
(twice), Delone Catholic, Palmyra (twice), 
Boiling Springs, & East Pennsboro. Team captains 
in 2014 were Austin Maloney (PSU recruit), 
Kaine Medley & Kyle Forsyth. The team qualified 
for the AA District tournament as the #13 seed 
and was defeated in a first round game at West 
Perry 3-2 in overtime. The following boys soccer 
players were named Mid Penn Keystone division 
all-stars: Austin Maloney was selected as a co-
MVP of the Mid Penn Keystone Division. He was 
also selected as a first team Keystone all star and 
named to the all-state team. Teammates Kaine 
Medley & Eric Tran were also selected as second 
team Keystone all-stars. In addition, Austin 
was also selected to the East-West National 
All-American All-Star game that took place on 
December 13th in Raleigh, North Carolina. He 
was one of 40 players to be selected nationally. 
In 2014, Maloney led the entire Mid Penn 

Conference 
with 33 
goals and 17 
assists, 85 
total points.

Senior, 
Austin 
Maloney 

Boys V Soccer

Boys JV Soccer

GIRLS SOCCER
The girls soccer team finished 6-13 under head coach Aaron Bray in the highly competitive Mid Penn Keystone Division. Victories came over CD East (twice), 
Palmyra, Delone Catholic, Boiling Springs, & Susquehanna Twp. The team was competitive in every game; losing 7 games by 1 goal and 3 in overtime. The Lady 
Crusaders qualified for the AA District tournament as the #18 seed and had a play in game @ Eastern York where the team was defeated 1-0. The 2014 team 
captains were Lauren Purcell, Makenna Brezitski, Maggie Smith & Maria Mosquera. Top stat performers for the team were Purcell and Cheyenne Feeser. Mid Penn 
Keystone Division first all-stars were: First team Lauren Purcell & Second Team Kali Edwards & Makenna Brezitski. Purcell also landed on the Second Team Pennlive.
com All-Star team.
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Fall Sports

FIELD HOCKEY
The field hockey team finished 1-15-1 under new coach Tami Scola. The victory was over Lebanon HS and the tie came against Delone Catholic HS. Sophomore 
Kali Bressi led the team with 3 goals. The junior varsity program also had a solid season under coach Elizabeth Pinelli. Seniors Lexi Smith and Abby Marzzacco 
made the first team Mid Penn Capital Division all-star team and both played in an all-star game at Lebanon Valley College on November 9th.

GIRLS TENNIS
It was an historic girls tennis season for head coach Diane Rabold and staff as the team finished with a record of 11-1 and won 
a share of the Mid Penn Colonial Division championship. It was the first girls tennis division crown since 1990. Leading the 
team this year was the lineup of AA Mid Penn qualifiers: Alexis Welker, Lianne Lapitan, Lexie Foreman, Maddie Young, Zoey 
Stapleton, Carly Elias & Veronica Milosz. All of these players won silver medals at the Mid Penn championships and the team qualified for the AA District 
team championships where they were defeated by Lancaster Catholic. The Doubles team of Welker and Laptian won Mid Penn gold and qualified for the 
AA District championships and won matches over Hamburg, Lancaster Catholic & Trinity. The duo finished in third place and qualified for the PIAA AA 
tournament before being defeated by Saint Villa Joseph Maria. 
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CROSS COUNTRY
The cross country teams finished with solid seasons under long tenured head coach Dan McGinnis. Girls XC finished 7-1 (2nd in MPC Capital) & Boys XC 
finished 5-3. A signature win for both teams came on senior day with victories over the Trinity Shamrocks. Freshman girls runner Lyndsay Stakem set a new 
Bishop McDevitt course record in 20:54.

AA District Qualifiers were: Cole Dougher, Derek Noll, Max Knorreck, Mike Wood, Dan Hair, Lance Sharpe, Jared McDevitt, Shane Finnerty, Ethan 
Danner; Iveth Anguiano, Lyndsay Stakem, Emily Pruden, Gabri Auerbeck, Agatha Chmelewski, Alanna Powers, Rachel McKee, Madison Nemschick, Kayce 
McKee, Kelsey Post, Meredith Weist, and Sarah LaMaster.

At Districts, the girls team just missed the PIAA team cutoff led by the top 3 placers: Stakem, Pruden & Anguiano. The boys team top 3 finishers were: 
Noll, Dougher and Wood.

GOLF
The golf team finished 15-15 under 
head coach Todd Evans. The top two 
golfers all season were senior Geoff 
Warke and junior Michael Mowery. 
Warke placed in the top five at each 
of the Mid Penn Colonial divisional 
matches – earning co-Medalist 
honors on August 19, 2104 shooting 
a 77. Mowery’s season best was 
a 78 on August 25, 2014. Along 
with junior Joe Ferguson, the three 
players each qualified for the AA Mid 
Penn Tournament. At Mid Penns, 
Warke shot an 84, Mowery an 88 & 
Ferguson a 105 but failed to advance. 
The cutoff for the AA District 
tournament was an 83.

Senior: Geoff Warke
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CATHOLIC
ATHLETES

FOR
CHRIST 

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Every other Tuesday at 7:15 a.m., student-athletes 
from Bishop McDevitt High in School in Harrisburg 
assemble for strengthening and enrichment before 
the school day begins.

These early morning gatherings aren’t for sports 
practice, but rather for growth in the faith. 

Through the efforts of head football coach Jeff 
Weachter, and at the urging of the late Bishop Joseph 
P. McFadden, Bishop McDevitt has introduced 
the “Catholic Athletes for Christ” program to all 
members of its sports teams. 

The program is designed to serve Catholic athletes and share the Gospel 
message in and through athletics. It was formed in response to Saint John 
Paul II’s call to evangelize the sports world and his establishment of the 
Vatican’s Office of Sports. 

Coach Weachter and Deacon Joseph Wrabel, chaplain of the football 
team, presented a session on the program during the Diocesan Education 
Conference held Sept. 17 at school, to encourage its implementation 
throughout the diocese’s schools.

“Athletics are a hook to help our kids in developing their faith,” Coach 
Weachter said during the presentation. “After introducing it to the students 
here, we found that they are searching for something like this in their lives.”

He first learned about “Catholic Athletes for Christ” during a meeting that 
Bishop McFadden held with coaches several years ago. He said the bishop 
had been a member of the organization’s board of directors, and expressed 
his hopes that the program would spread throughout the diocese. 

“As a coach, I can’t think of a better way to remember him than by 
implementing the program in our schools,” Coach Weachter said.

The “Catholic Athletes for Christ” program features 45-60 minute programs 
that coaches, team chaplains or teachers can present during sessions 
throughout the year. The sessions are packaged so that coaches can read 
straight from the lesson plan. 

Each session is centered around a theme, such as perseverance, humility, 
playing by the rules, and respect for authority, teammates and opponents. 

Then, there is a Scripture reading about a person who 
exemplifies the virtue, followed by a story about an 
athlete who embodies the principle.

Athletes are encouraged to share what the day’s 
theme means in their lives or to their team.

“Most of the time in evangelization, we’ll take Scripture 
and wrap it around a sports figure or an event. The 
‘Catholic Athletes for Christ’ program takes sports 
and wraps it around Scripture,” Deacon Wrabel noted. 
“This is evangelization in a unique way. The students 
don’t know they’re being evangelized. It improves them 

as individuals, which eventually improves the team.”

The program promotes the core virtues of charity, honesty, humility, 
meekness, moderation, purity and sportsmanship. It features athletes, 
coaches and officials from all areas of professional sports in an effort to 
connect students with Catholic role models in athletics. Saint Louis Rams 
quarterback Kellen Clemens, former MLB player Mike Piazza, figure skater 
Gabriella Howard and retired NHL referee Kerry Fraser are among the 
“Catholic Athletes for Christ.” 

“The program isn’t about standing on a soapbox and preaching to kids,” 
Deacon Wrabel said. “They’re surprised when they hear a great sports 
figure say, ‘Jesus is a big part of my life.’ That gives them pause.”

Approximately 80 students are members of the program at Bishop 
McDevitt, and Coach Weachter believes that number will grow as sessions 
continue and word spreads.

“In just the short amount of time that we’ve offered this program, it has  
had a positive effect on our kids,” he said. “They talk about their 
appreciation for it.”

“We have some big guys on our football team, and to hear them say they 
love each other is remarkable,” Coach Weachter said. “This world is tough 
for our kids, and athletics are a way for them to connect as a family in the 
faith.”

“As a Catholic educator and1 as a coach, I think our kids really need this 
program, and it’s our job to bring it to them.”
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ELECTED TO Pennsylvania 
State HALL OF FAMECoach Bressi 

Coach Bressi on sideline during the late 
90’s coaching the Lycoming College 
Warriors.

Coach Bressi is back on the McDevitt 
sidelines at 1 Crusader Way

The Woodlands Inn in Wilkes-Barre, PA held the 52nd annual Pennsylvania State Hall of Fame Convention the weekend of November 7-8, 2014.  
The Pennsylvania State Hall of Fame inducts 10 living and two deceased members each year. These inductees are 
recognized athletes or coaches who brought lasting fame to Pennsylvania through their athletic achievements. 
Of the 12 people nominated for this year’s Hall of Fame Convention, Bishop McDevitt is proud to have girls 
basketball coach, former teacher, and administrator Joe Bressi elected. Coach Bressi holds a winning percentage 
of 78.6 with 510 wins and 140 losses (as of June 2014) as the head coach at Bishop McDevitt High School, 
Bloomsburg University, and Lycoming College.

Bressi first appeared on the Lady Crusaders sideline in the mid 70’s. In 10 seasons, he led the Lady Crusaders to 
a record of 238-40 and won eight league championships. His team also won five District 3 titles, reached four 
consecutive Eastern finals, and appeared in two state finals. Coach Bressi finished his career on Market 
Street with 76 consecutive regular season wins. 

After McDevitt, Bressi went north to take over as the head women’s coach at Bloomsburg 
University. In his eight seasons at Bloom, Bressi’s Huskies finished with an overall record of 175-
47 overall and with a record of 84-11 in conference games. His teams won seven PSAC East titles 
and one PSAC Championship. Under his tenure, the Huskies advanced to four NCAA Divison II 
tournaments and the 1988-89 team was the first Division II women’s team to finish undefeated; 26-0. 
Bressi was also named conference coach of the year three times.

In 1994, Bressi was hired as the head men’s basketball coach at Lycoming College in Williamsport, 
PA. He left Lycoming in 2000 with a record of 97-53. He was named MAC Conference coach of the 
year twice, and twice, his Warriors played in the NCAA tournament.

The Pennsylvania State Hall of Fame is the most prestigious and honorable hall of fame 
in which to be inducted. It is just one more accolade to add to Bressi’s list. Bressi 
has been elected and inducted to the Pennsylvania 
Basketball Hall of Fame,  
Ed Romance Chapter of Pennsylvania Hall of 
Fame, Capital Area Chapter of Pennsylvania 
Hall of Fame, Coaches Division of the East 
Stroudsburg University Hall of Fame and 
nominated for the Bloomsburg University Hall 
of Fame. 

Currently, Coach Bressi is back on the McDevitt 
sidelines in his second season as head girls 
basketball coach. McDevitt Athletic Director, 
Tommy Mealy says, “We are very proud of 
Coach Bressi. In many ways, his coaching and 
professional career has come full circle with his 
past and returning years of service and success 
here at Bishop McDevitt. Joe has been as asset 
to our athletic department in many ways and 
we are glad to have him. I know he enjoys being 
back and around everyone associated with the 
school and I’m glad that he got the recognition 
he deserves.” 



their success, the Pipa’s always have God in mind. This year, to emphasize the 
importance of their faith, the word “God” is printed on the their singlets. 
However busy their schedules may be, the boys always find time to attend 

weekly Sunday mass and are also members of 
Contra Mundum, allowing them to share their love 
of the faith and God with other McDevitt brothers.  

Looking back at their wrestling careers, each has 
merited numerous awards and accomplishments. 
David, making it to States the previous year, hopes 
to continue his success during his last season and 
eventually win at States. Last year, John finished 
second at States, first in the District III tournament 
and won King of the Mountain, three prestigious 

achievements that he wishes to build on and repeat. Luke finished top 12 at 
the King of the Mountain tournament and even made it to Junior High States. 
Collectively, the McDevitt wrestling team has flourished underneath the 
efforts of the Pipa brothers as they went on to win the division, boasting an 
impressive undefeated record. 

The future is no doubt very bright 
for each of the brothers as their 
potentials are limitless. David, in 
his senior year at McDevitt, has 
committed to Lehigh where he 
hopes to take his love of wrestling 
to another level. His two brothers 
both want to wrestle in similar 
Division I schools such as West 
Point and are on a fast track to 
achieving their goals. David, John, 
and Luke’s unique camaraderie 
and love of the faith embodies 
the ideals of Bishop McDevitt. 
Their devotion to God, studies, 
and sports are unmatched and they carry this dedication into any task they 
attempt. Their effect on the McDevitt Wrestling Program and the school in 
general will not soon be forgotten and their Crusader legacy will endure. 
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In 2008, the Bishop McDevitt Wrestling team came into fruition due to 
arduous planning and generous support. Though there was interest in the 
sport, erecting the new athletic team was a momentous task. A strong 
foundation was needed for McDevitt Wrestling to 
get off the ground, and this is where the trio of Pipa 
brothers, David, John, and Luke come into play.  
The brothers are three of eight in their family and 
proud to be part of their families McDevitt legacy. 
They are all gifted wrestlers and excellent students. 
Their talents are exhibited both in school and on the 
mat and they attribute their successes to their family, 
team, and coaches. 

David, John, and Luke all agree that their 
brotherhood has been strengthened by their 
experiences wrestling. David, a senior, began wrestling when he was in fourth 
grade and his two brothers, John, a sophomore, and Luke, a freshman, began 
the following year. The three have spent many hours together practicing, 
traveling to tournaments, and enjoying each others’ company. They are 
brought together by the strenuous training that they have to endure in 
order to stay in shape for the sport. John remarks that people are inevitably 
brought together by sharing hobbies. However, the more difficult the task 
is, the stronger the bond that it creates. Training for wrestling is no doubt a 
trying endeavor that has developed a firm bond between them. David notes 

that wrestling is their form of family bonding. 
They all agree that a particularly difficult trial 
is making weight. Even that difficult task, 
which may require going without food for a 
span of time, is attainable with the support of 
their brothers. 

Each Pipa also excels in academics and credits 
the McDevitt staff with that achievement. 
They all have above a 4.0 grade point average 
and outstanding class ranks. They are grateful 
that the McDevitt faculty is so accommodating 
to the individual needs of each student and 
expressed appreciation for their outstanding 
experiences at the high school. Schools with 
renowned wrestling programs sought after 
the brothers for their talent, yet they all 
chose to attend Bishop McDevitt instead. 
They preferred the McDevitt atmosphere, 
seeking a program that they could rally 
behind and believe in. With their choice, the 
three brothers began their wrestling legacy 
and looked to be the foundation on which 
McDevitt would build its new program.

An aspect present only at McDevitt that 
drew the brothers to the school was its 
strong Catholic ideals. Each of them has 
rooted themselves in the faith, owing much 
of their success to God. They approach all 
of their endeavors with this humility and it 
especially manifests itself in their wrestling. 
“Faith, Academics, Wrestling.” These words, 
said by their Head Coach Dean Shields, echo 
through their minds. It is in this order that 
they structure their lives and this hierarchy 
has been the source of their success. Amidst 

David and John victorious
David

John

Luke

David, John and Luke Pipa

The Pipa Family: Top Row (L to R) Michael Pipa, Nicholas DeRose, Brittany Pipa ’07; 
Middle Row: Mark Pipa ’20, John Pipa ’17, Luke Pipa ’18; Bottom Row: David Pipa ’15,  
Janie Pipa ’09, Annemarie Pipa holding grandson Nicholas DeRose, Alex Pipa ’06 
DeRose, Michael Pipa ’10

THE PIPA BROTHERS
By Kathleen Hartwell '17 and Rafael Saplala '17



  MARCHING BAND
The Bishop McDevitt Marching Band had a very successful season as they performed their 2014 field show,  
“A Night at the Theater.” Their show opened with “At the End of the Day” from Les Miserables and then transitioned 
into “Music of the Night” from Phantom of the Opera. The show came to an exciting close with “Tonight” from  
West Side Story. The marching band was under the field direction of Drum Major Victoria Wojciechowski, 
Woodwind Captain Tyler Smith, and Brass Captain Matthew Richardson. 

It was an exciting year for the marching band as they placed well in their various competitions on the Tournament of 
Bands circuit.

9/20 .........Red Land High School: 1st place with high visual, high auxiliary, high percussion, and high music

9/27 .........Southwestern High School: 2nd place with high auxiliary

10/4 .........Mechanicsburg High School: 2nd place

10/11 .......Carlisle High School: 1st Place with high visual, high auxiliary, high percussion, and high music

10/18 .......Chapter 6 Championships: 3rd place

11/1 ..........Atlantic Coast Championships: 11th out of 22 bands

We would also like to bid our graduating seniors a happy farewell and good luck on their future endeavors:
Tyler Smith 

Matt Richardson

Victoria Wojciechowski

Meridian Blanton

Rachel Dishman

Tony Mistishen

Elizabeth Kealey

Patricia O’Shea

Aviette Santiago

Bailey Lozanoff

Connor McCuen
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60’s
Dr. Mary Shartle ’60 Galatto wrote to 
say that although she was retired at the 
celebration of the Class of 1960’s 50th 
reunion , I went back to work full time at 
Johns Hopkins University. I am now running 
a program for retirees and senior citizens, 
courses and activities, and enjoying it very 
much. I guess I failed retirement the first 
time around!

Patti Long ’67 Brinjac volunteers her time 
with Gold Star Mom, a national organization 
for mothers that have lost their son or 
daughter while serving our country. Patti 
paints portraits to honor fallen soldiers and 
then presents the artwork to their families. It 
is her way of giving back. 

70’s 
Karen Blase ’76 Connaghan has recently 
been named Assistant Superintendent CIO 
for the San Diego County Office of Education. 
The San Diego County Office of Education 
is one of the largest county public K-12 
organizations in the nation. 

80’s
Joseph Trojack ’80 has released his new 

book, “Focus on Your Light” 
which includes testimonials 
and take aways from his 
interns and students. The 
book illuminates how Joe 
found his path through 
lessons over a lifetime from 
family, friends, teachers, 
employers, and clients. 
Whether you’re starting 

out or you’re feeling stuck in your current 
job, this book is a resource that will provide 
practical, well explained advice to help you 
refocus your life and “Focus on Your Light”. 

CLASS NOTES
2000’s
Audrey DePiante ’03 married Gerald 
Cameron on November 21, 2014. 

Emily Golesh ’03 married Brian Wilson ’00 on 
Saturday, October 18, 2014 at Saint Catherine 
Laboure Church in Harrisburg. They currently 
reside in Harrisburg.

Alex Kruger ’03 and his wife, Beth welcomed 
their first child, Audrey Teresa Kruger on 
August 29, 2014.

Jennifer Quade ’03 married Andrew Tulli on 
Saturday, September 20, 2014 in Hershey PA. 
She and Andrew reside in Philadelphia.

Kevin Shutty ’03 was recently promoted to 
serve as a Public Information Officer for the 
Washington State House of Representatives, 
Republican Caucus in Olympia, Washington. 
He is the principal speech writer and 
media contract for six representatives, and 
coordinates healthcare messaging for the 
entire caucus. In addition to that, Kevin is 
completing his Master of Professional Studies 
in Community and Economic Development, 
through the Penn State University World 
Campus.

Emily Wert ’04 is engaged to Travis Hanf. 
A May 2015 wedding is being planned in 
Harrisburg.

Brianna Ipjian ’06 married Kevin Crimmel on 
December 13, 2014 at Saint Margaret Mary 
Alacoque Church in Harrisburg. 

Michael Yetter ’06 is engaged to Gina 
Nazzaro. The two have set a date to be wed 
on May 14, 2016.

Nicholas Barbera ’07 is engaged to Jordan 
Marrazzaco ’08. The high school sweethearts 
are anticipating a wedding in 2016. 

Christina Bayura ’07 has earned a Masters 
of Arts Degree from West Chester 
University. She achieved Summa Cum 
Laude recognition in her major, Speech and 
Language Pathology. Christina is currently 
residing in Lancaster, PA. She is employed 
by EBS Healthcare, working as a Speech 
and Language Pathologist in the Eastern 
Lancaster County School District at Garden 
Spot High School and Middle School in New 
Holland, PA.

Joshua Eisner ’09, a lobbyist with Greenlee 
Partners, was recently named to billypenn.
org’s “Who’s Next: 18 young Pennsylvanians 
Shaping Politics”. 

Chris Roma’09 is engaged to Melissa Hare. A 
June 2015 wedding is planned in Harrisburg. 

In Memoriam
From September 28, 2014 – January 21, 2015

Mary Elizabeth Albani Farina ’37 
Ruth Elizabeth Ellis Danner ’38 
Dorothy Bernardine Okum Travers ’40 
Dorothy Ann Parise Krovic ’47 
Fidelis Sheeler, SCC ’47  
Joan Marie Miller Armstrong ’49 
Gertrude Elizabeth Sieb Murray ’51 

Joseph Stephenn Breski ’52 
Garrett Francis Punch ’53 
John Francis Matjasic ’53 
Robert Donald Piccolo, II ’54 
Sandra Jean Tomec Fortino ’56 
James Barrie McMullan ’57 
William Michael LaVia, Jr. ’57 

Marilyn Neomi Nace Huron ’58 
Gerald Joseph Siddons, Jr. ’58 
Donna Marie Chorpenning Notarangelo ’59 
Robert Michael Landy ’63 
Thomas Martin Hill, II ’65 
Linda Mae DeFrank ’65 
Dolores Marie Szollosy King ’65 

Timothy Vance Devine ’65 
Peter Lewis Cairo, Jr. ’66 
Lawrence Herbert Allen ’68 
Margaret Mary Lanshe ’69 
Dale Eugene Maljevac ’72 
Jay Randall Jurina ’85 
Nicholas Colby Lencioni ‘04

This spring, the Crusader Players  
are performing  

Mary Poppins the weekend of  
April 17, 18, and 19th.  

Join us for this 
SUPERCALIFRAGLISTIC musical!  

Visit the school webpage for updates 
on show times and ticket information. 
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UPDATE Your 
Contact Information
Once a Crusader, ALWAYS a Crusader! The Advancement Office wants to stay 
connected as possible to all of our Crusaders and we hope you do too! Help us build 
our community and visit the Alumni page on the school website to update your contact 
information. Parents, do you have a Crusader that has moved away from home? 
Alumni, do you receive our monthly e-newsletter? Have you recently had a name 
change? Alumni, parents, and friends, please take a moment to visit our Alumni page on 
the school’s homepage, www.bishopmcdevitt.org and update your information. 

REUNION Information
We hope all the 4 and 9 classes enjoyed their reunions this past year! It was pleasure 
to meet so many Crusaders from across the decades. This past year reunion classes 
met all over the Harrisburg area to see old faces and reminisce of their high school 
days. Venues included the Lawnton Legion, Colonial Country Club, and Ceoltas. Many 
classes welcomed their reunions at Bishop McDevitt for mass, tours, and/or dinner and 
dancing. 

We are gearing up for next year’s reunions for the classes of 0 and 5. If you are 
on your class’s reunion committee or interested in being a part of your reunion 
committee, please contact Erin Connaghan, Assistant Director of Advancement at 
econnaghan@bishopmcdevitt.org.

Mark your calendars for upcoming 2015 Reunions

CLASS OF 1955 is hosting their 60th Class Reunion at Bishop 
McDevitt on Saturday, September 19, 2015. Reunion will include mass, tours, and 
dinner at the school. 

CLASS OF 1960 is hosting their 55th Class Reunion at  
Bishop McDevitt on Saturday, August 22, 2015. The reunion will begin at 4:30PM  
with mass, followed by tours of the school, a cocktail reception and a dinner/dance. 
For more information or questions, classmates can contact Tim Noll at  
timnoll@comast.net. 

CLASS OF 1965 is hosting their 50th Class Reunion on Saturday, 
September 12, 2015 at the Best Western Premier Hotel (formerly Four Points 
Sheraton), 800 E. Park Drive, Harrisburg at 6:00 PM. A memorial mass will be at the 
Bishop McDevitt Chapel on Saturday morning at 10:00 AM followed by a tour of the 
new school. Classmates are encouraged to attend the home football game, Friday night, 
at Rocco Ortenzio Stadium. A post-game event is also being planned. More information 
to follow. 

SAVE THE DATE!
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2015 –  
Open Mic Night, Cafeteria, 7:00 – 9:00 PM

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2015 –  
NO SESSIONS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2015 –  
8th Grade Dance, Cafeteria, 7:00 – 9:00 PM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2014 –  
Pops Concert, Finestra Hall, 7:00 PM

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2015 –  
8th Grade Parent Information Night,  
Finestra Hall, 7:00 PM

FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2015 –  
8th Grade Orientation

SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2015 –  
Music Dept Spring Craft Show, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2014 -  
SAT’s at McDevitt, 7:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Saturday, March 28, 2015 –  
Mini-THON, 2:00 PM - 10:00 PM

Thursday, April 2 – Monday, April 6, 2015 –  
Easter Break, NO SESSIONS

Friday, April 17 – Sunday, April 19, 2015 –  
Spring Musical: Mary Poppins, Finestra Hall 

Saturday, April 25, 2015 –  
27th Annual Blue & Gold Gala, Saint Sebastian  
Hall, 5:00 PM

Friday, May 1, 2015 –  
Prom, 7:00 – 11:00 PM

Thursday, May 7, 2015 –  
Jazz Band Concert, Finestra Hall, 7:00 PM

Thursday, May 14, 2015 –  
Golden Plus Crusader Reunion, Finestra Hall, 8:30 AM

Monday, May 25, 2015 –  
Memorial Day, NO SESSIONS

Tuesday, May 26, 2015 –  
Baccalaureate Mass, Holy Name of Jesus Parish,  
7:00 PM

Wednesday, May 27, 2015 –  
Commencement Exercises, Finestra Hall, 7:00 PM

Wednesday, June 3, 2015 –  
Last Day of Class for 2014-2015 School Year

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 –  
Last Day of Giving for 2014-2015 School Year

Class of ’94

Class of ’64

Class of ’74
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