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Dear Alumni and Friends,

Each year at this time, Catholic Schools across our country 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week in recognition of the gift of 
Catholic Education. The theme for this year is “Catholic Schools– 
Faith, Academics, Service.” Each of these three areas is a focus 
throughout the year for us at Bishop McDevitt High School. The 
very reason we exist and what sets us apart from other schools 
is our faith in Jesus Christ. All that we do and all that we are 
flows from our faith. We boast of a long, strong tradition of a 
solid academic program. What a thrill when recent grads return 
and share with us how well prepared they feel to meet the 
challenges of college. Our McDevitt students are among the most 
generous young people I know. Two of our largest and most active 
organizations are the Christian Service Club and Pro-Life Club. 

The service offered throughout the community by these two groups alone is amazing.

I would like to share with you a few facts and statistics about Bishop McDevitt 
today. Our enrollment is 660. We have students from twelve school districts, the largest 
number coming from Central Dauphin. Eighty seven percent of our student population is 
Catholic, coming from our ten supporting parishes, as well as several other local parishes. 
The breakdown of our population by ethnicity is as follows: 68% Caucasian; 20% African 
American; 8% Hispanic; and 4% Asian. Our student/faculty ratio is 12/1. The graduation rate 
for the class of 2011 was 100%, with 96% going on for post-secondary education. We have a 
total of fifty-six faculty members, six of whom are religious sisters. Our Catholic tuition rate 
is $4,900 for the first student, while the non-catholic rate for the first child is $6,000. 

For many of you, this may be a drastically different picture from when you attended 
Bishop McDevitt High School. What remains constant is our Mission to provide a well-
rounded, faith-based, quality education for the young men and women who come to us.  
As we celebrate Catholic Schools’ Week and offer our thanks for this special gift, we realize 
that this would not be possible without the faithful, generous support of our many alumni 
and friends. You help us to carry out the awesome task that is ours. Thank you for all you 
do for us. God Bless you!

Sincerely,

Sr. Mary Anne Bednar, IHM
Principal

 Sister Mary Anne

 PRINCIPAL
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MISSION STATEMENT
Bishop McDevitt High School, a Catholic, college-preparatory, coeducational school located  

within the Diocese of Harrisburg, encompasses students of diverse intellectual, socio-economic, and religious 

backgrounds. Bishop McDevitt strives to nurture the whole person by promoting a quality education rooted in Gospel 

values and creating a challenging academic environment. The school community aspires to graduate well-rounded 

Christian men and women committed to living moral lives of holiness, integrity, justice, and responsible citizenship.



LIttLe FLoweR SChoLARShIP FuND
A new scholarship fund has been established to assist families in providing 

a Catholic education for their children. This new fund has been named in honor 
of Saint Therese of Lisieux, a young saint in late 19th century France. She joined 
a Carmelite convent at the age of 15 and is internationally known for her “little 
way.” She is quoted as saying:

“Love proves itself by deeds, so how am I to show my love? Great deeds are 
forbidden me. The only way I can prove my love is by scattering flowers and these 
flowers are every little sacrifice, every glance and word, and the doing of the least 
actions for love.”

The families that receive financial aid for their current and future students 
already make huge sacrifices to provide a quality Catholic education for their 
children. In the spirit of Saint Therese, we ask that you consider making a small 
sacrifice to help these students so they can benefit from the same education and 
faith that inspired Saint Therese to become a Saint and Doctor of the Church. You 
can help support Bishop McDevitt’s mission of quality, Catholic education by responding in the envelope provided. 
Check the box for the “Little Flower Fund” to make the dream of a Catholic education, a reality.
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FALL ADMISSIoNS AND the New SChooL 
ARe ARouND the CoRNeR

8th grade Future Crusaders are among the luckiest classes to enter Bishop McDevitt High School in the 
Fall of 2012. This fortunate group is part of a historical change in the long history of McDevitt. They have the 
privilege to be the last freshmen class to experience 2200 Market St. with all its rich tradition and history. 
But, they are also the first freshmen class to enter the new Bishop McDevitt and continue the legacy at 1 
Crusader Way. As the excitement builds, the Admissions Office is busy registering future Crusaders for the 
fall 2012-2013. Admission Applications became available on October 30, 2011 at our annual Open House for 
interested 8th graders and their families. Over 250 guests arrived at the Open House, having opportunities 
to tour McDevitt, meet and speak with our esteemed faculty, student representatives and talented student-
athletes.

As we continue accepting Admission Applications, we are also receiving registration forms for the High 
School Placement Test (HSPT). The HSPT is mandatory for all interested 8th graders planning to attend 
Bishop McDevitt in 2012. Two dates were offered for testing. Make up dates can be arranged through the 
Admissions Office.

For parents of 8th graders, we will offer an 8th Grade Parent Information Night on Tuesday, March 6, 
2012 at 7pm at Bishop McDevitt High School. The goal of this evening is to provide information about the 
admissions process, freshmen course selection, financial aid and tuition, and the transition from grade school 
to Bishop McDevitt.

For 8th grade students, we have our 8th Grade Orientation Day on Wednesday, March 14, 2012. This 
day is completely geared to the Future Crusader. The day begins with a prayer service followed by activities, 
lunch, tours, and meeting upperclassmen representing clubs and sports for which 8th graders may register if 
interested. Students in our Catholic feeder schools will come with their classmates. Students coming from 
public, home schooled and other private schools are also welcome to attend this exciting day, but must 
contact the Admissions Office (717-236-7973, ext. 211) for more information and to register.

Fall enrollment is crucial to attending the new Bishop McDevitt High School in January of 2013.
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Home 
economics

On Wednesday, October 
19, 2011 Mrs. Lori Shafaye and 
the Home Economics Foods/
Nutrition class welcomed 
Mrs. Lanny LeVan, a Golden 
Crusader from the class of 1941 
to enjoy apple dumplings the 
students had made in class and 
to share some of her stories 
of when she attended Bishop 
McDevitt. The students were 
delighted to meet her and 
welcomed her with plenty of 
hugs! She brought along a box 
of homemade candy to share 
with the students. The students 
were saying, “She’s one of us,” as she walked around the room chatting 
with her fellow Crusaders!  We welcome our Golden Crusaders here 
at McDevitt! Mrs. LeVan was happy to take some apple dumplings 
home to enjoy with her husband.

academics
matH

Students at Bishop McDevitt High School enrolled in a 
Mathematics course continue to be amazed and captivated by 
the versatility of our six school (“smart”) boards and how their 
understanding and comprehension of mathematics is enhanced. Each 
math classroom is equipped with a school board, and a computer with 
interwrite and geometry sketchpad software. Further, four of our math 
teachers have recently purchased their own iPad 2 and look forward 
to sharing relevant apps with their students. The future is here in the 
mathematics classrooms!

music 
These talented students placed in the following music festivals:

District 7 and Dauphin county music education association 
(Dcema) 
Tyler Smith – Alto Sax
Rebecca Cole – Clarinet
Khoa Trinh – Baritone 

susquehanna university Honor Band 
Timothy Robbins – Trumpet
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New LeD SChooL
CRoSSINg SIgNS

On November 18, 2011 a ceremony 
was held outside Bishop McDevitt for 
the unveiling of new LED solar school 
crossing signs on Market Street in front 
of the school. The signs were installed as 
the result of a tragic accident. On March 
17, 2011, 8-year-old Owen Cole Brezitski 
was killed by a distracted 17-year-old 
driver while walking in a crosswalk with 
his family in front of Bishop McDevitt High 
School. His family started Owen’s Foundation, whose mission is to 
promote pedestrian, driver and childhood safety as well as raise 
awareness of the consequences of distracted driving practices. 
The new signs were made possible by the generosity of many 
who contributed to Owen’s Foundation. 
Mark and Karen Brezitski both gave short 
speeches, wishing that the tragic loss of 
their Owen would help bring awareness 
to the dangers of distracted driving and 
asked all in attendance to never take 
their attention off of the road. For more 
information about Owen’s Foundation, 
please visit www.orange4owen.org.

slow Down, Be alert anD save a life!

2012 science fair results
Ninety-four students participated in the annual Bishop McDevitt 

High School Science Fair on January 4th and 5th.  On Thursday night, 
January 5th, the following awards were presented. All of these students 
were invited to enter the Capital Area Science and Engineering Fair.

The Fair Grand Champion is Kaela Curcillo, center of photo, who 
submitted the project “Milk: Whey Good or Whey Bad”; a study of 
how much protein and milk sugar contained in skim milk as compared 
to whole milk. The following six projects received a first place in their 
field of study and a Special Award as recognition for exceptional merit:

Tyler Smith Bianca DiSanto
Emily Resek Michael Perloski
Mark Pitman Christian Brice

Other students awarded first place in their field of study:

Katye Trexler Aaron Lentini
Shayla DeLeon Alex Metro
Patrice Lonardi Rebecca Fulton
Tesia Kempsk Lianne Lapitan
Cole Dougher Ava Lutz
Nicholas Longson Mary Ellen Grap
Allie Tully Elizabeth Kealy
Katie Belonus Shannon Bolton
Madeleine Robbins Marissa Augustine
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LifeSpiritual

stewarDsHip retreats
This past fall Bishop McDevitt High School partnered with an 

apostolate called Stewardship: A Mission of Faith. The purpose of 
Stewardship: A Mission of Faith is to convert hearts to Jesus Christ 
through the use of many means and resources. In October they 
provided a book case filled with Catholic material that was installed 
outside of the chapel in the school. Students, Faculty, Staff, and visitors 
are welcome to have any of the materials free of cost. The books 
cover such topics as spiritual reading, prayer, the new translation of 
the Roman Missal, a guide to Confession, a guide to choosing a college, 
and several others. The bookshelf has seen much traffic in the past few 
months as many students and faculty have been selecting materials.

Stewardship: A Mission of Faith gave a presentation to the 
student body in December. Pete Sahd and Rob Longo talked about the 
work that they do. They stressed the importance of recognizing that 
everything we have is a gift from God and that we are to return that gift 
to God and give thanks, glorifying God. 

Stewardship: A Mission of Faith has produced a Scripture 
Reflection series on Stewardship of Leadership. Pete Sahd, Tom 
DeAngelis, and Rob Longo met with small groups of our faculty for four 
one-hour sessions during the weeks of Advent. During these sessions 
the McDevitt faculty broke open the Word of God reflecting on the 
theme of leadership, direction, and balance in life. It was an excellent 
opportunity for the faculty to grow in community and share their faith 
with one another. 

pro life cluB
Pro Life Club moderated by Mrs. Cathy Ciocci, Mr. Michael 

DiMarco and Mrs. Candace Warfield has been a very busy group all 
year. In the month of December they sold candy canes at lunch for 
students to send to each other. Proceeds of the sale were given to 
Lourdes House and the Interfaith Shelter. All together the candy cane 
sale raised $400.

Something else this Christmas season – Thirty students 
participated in Christmas Caroling for the residents of the Ecumenical 
Retirement Community. It was extra special too because we have 
several alumni living at the home.

The Pro Life club members continue to volunteer at the St. Patrick 
Cathedral Parish soup kitchen and at Morningstar Pregnancy Center in 
Harrisburg.

The students are currently making plans to attend the March For 
Life in Washington, D.C. on Monday, January 23. About thirty students 
will be going on the bus with their chaperones to support life in all 
stages, from conception to natural death.

contra munDum
Religion teacher, Michael DiMarco formed a new group called 

Contra Mundum. This group is for our young men to participate in 
while atending McDevitt. The fraternity is dedicated to peer-driven 
character formation while living out Catholic traditions. Mr. DiMarco 
said there are currently forty young men in the club. 

Activities they have participated in this year are: attending a 
Christian concert at Shippensburg University, hiking the Appalachian 
Trail while enjoying nature and all God’s gifts, and going to Philadelphia 
to see the Shrines throughout the city. Once a month the club gets 
together to view “Movies for Catholic Men.” In a couple of weeks, 
Conta Mundum will be going to see another Christian concert at  
Penn State University. 



Members of the Christian Service Club also 
helped out Eshenaur Fuel during their Annual 
Blanket Drive. Students helped pack and sort over 
100 blankets that were given to homeless shelters 
in the area.
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ChRIStIAN SeRVICe CLuB
Bishop McDevitt High School students shared the Christmas spirit 

of giving in December. The Christian Service club assisted with “Breakfast 
with Santa,” held yearly at Holy Name of Jesus Church. Our members 
helped set up and clean up during the event. During the actual breakfast, 
the students acted as “elves,” serving food and supervising activities such 
as face painting and photos with Santa. This activity put our club members 
into the Christmas spirit!

For three consecutive nights prior to Christmas, CSC members 
gift-wrapped presents at the Colonial Park Mall for Shalom House, a 
shelter for women and children. This is an annual fundraising event held 
by Shalom House for the past 16 years. 

Some of our members also dressed as elves and helped youngsters 
select and wrap appropriate gifts for family members and friends at 
the Ft. Hunter Santa Shop in December, while twelve other senior 

CSC members served as elves at the Nativity School on North Sixth 
Street, distributing a variety of presents to each child and sharing pizza 
and a few holiday songs with the Nativity students. Our members 
commented that this was a truly humbling experience and made them 
appreciate all that their parents and families are able to provide for 
them.
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Girls tennis
The girls tennis team had another successful season (6-2 overall 

/ 5-1) under the long tenure of coach Diane Rabold who has been at 
the school for 15 seasons. AA Mid Penn Qualifiers were: Christine 
Molitoris, Erin Tully, Allie Tully, Rachel Arendacs, Rachel Deyle, 
Kelly Calhoun, Christina Fulponi, Shannon Bolton, and Alyssa Zelko. 
The following players won gold finishing first at the AA Mid Penn 
Tournament:  Erin Tully at #2 singles, Allie Tully #3 singles and Rachel 
Arendacs and Christina Fulponi at #1 doubles.  

For the second consecutive season the entire girls team qualified 
for district team championships. Eventually the team fell to York 
Catholic but the doubles teams of #1 Arendacs and Fulponi won and #2 
Deyle and Calhoun won. 

To conclude the season, both Christine Molitoris and Erin Tully 
were selected as a Patriot News Tennis All-Stars. 

BoYs soccer
It was a banner season for the boys soccer team and Coach Terence 

Maloney. The team ended the season with an overall record of 15-5-1 
and ended up sharing the crown for the Mid Penn Capital Division. It 
was the school’s first soccer championship since the 1991 season. The 
team also qualified for the Mid Penn Conference Tournament. The team 
also qualified for the AA District III tournament but unfortunately was 
defeated in the first round.

The following players were selected as Mid Penn Capital Division 
All-Stars: First Team selections were Connor Maloney and DJ Polocheck 
and 2nd Team selections were Austin Maloney and John Hare. Connor 
Maloney was also named Division Player of the Year and made the All-
State Soccer team in the process. He was also a Patriot News Big 11 
Selection.

Golf
It was another impressive season for the golf team under coach 

Todd Evans. The boys team finished with a 26-4 record and a 2nd place 
finish in the Mid-Penn Colonial Division. Season long winners and top 
finishers were John Thompson, Mike Esworthy and Stuart Ingraham.  
Esworthy took the season the farthest as he finished in second place 
atop the entire Mid Penn golf tournament shooting a par 72 and 
advancing to the district tournament. At Districts, Mike shot a 78 and 
74 (152) and did not advance to regionals but had a great showing. 

On the girls team side, the team continues to build under the 
Loftus sisters, Lucie and Liz, along with teammate Sarah Narus. Liz 
placed 27th overall at the Mid Penn Golf Tournament and did qualify for 
the District Tournament in the process.



Winter 2012   TWiN TOWeRS      9

cross countrY
The boys (5-3) and girls (4-4) cross country teams continue to 

see increased team member participation under 13th year coach Dan 
McGinnis. The following runners were AA District Qualifiers: Sara Miller, 
Theresa Ipjian, Alanna Powers, Joelle Augustine, Adison Lauver, Mary Ellen 
Grap; Josh Lincoln, Matt Schopfer, Pat Quirk, Jack Hanes, Kevin Smith, 
Mark Caruso, Ryan Smith, Dan Crouse, Aaron Lentini, Adam Fillman, 
Shane Finnerty, Tim Robbins.

Girls’ team member Sara Miller placed 7th overall in the AA girls 
race and qualified for the AA PIAA meet where she went on to place 
40th out of 288 runners. Sara also holds the school record with a 5K run 
of 19:39.

fielD HocKeY
The field hockey team (1-17) continues to build under first-year 

coach Pam Weldon. The team’s performances and scores were much 
more competitive in the Mid Penn Capital Division and the numbers of 
the team continue to grow. The coaching staff has also started a great 
series of youth feeder school play dates. 

Seniors Maddie Brown and Maddie Eichman both made the Mid 
Penn Capital Division All-Star Team. In addition, the team was awarded 
the 2011 PIAA Sportsmanship Award that the program and school is very 
proud of.

Girls tracK
It was a season to remember for the girls track team as they 

accomplished every major goal that you want in a track program 
under Coach Tommy Mealy. The team had an undefeated 11-0 
dual meet season and the team repeated as ‘back to back’ AA Mid 
Penn Conference Champions and they won the AA District Team 
Championship by recording an amazing record number of 121 total 
points. The district championship was the first at Bishop McDevitt in 
any girls’ sport here since the 1985-86 school year. There were 6 gold 
medal winners for the girls at districts and they were: Yaneshia Gaston 

won the 200 and 400.  Amber McCoy won 
the 300 hurdles.  Kameko Webb won the long 
jump.  And both sprint relays won gold.  The 
4x1 relay team consisted of McCoy, Gaston, 
Webb and Ieisha Jackson.  The 4x4 relay team 
consisted of Gaston, Jackson, Brianna Davis 
and Cheyenne Johnson.  Other medal winners 
and placers for the girls were:  Brianna Davis 
2nd in discus, Adriana Vukmanic 2nd in javelin, 
McCoy 2nd in 100 hurdles and high jump, 
Racher Gerber 3rd in discus, Webb 3rd in the 
100meter and 6th in triple jump, Anne Mrazik 
4th in discus, Jessica Miller 5th in the mile and 
6th in the two-mile and Ieisha Jackson also 
placed 7th in long jump.  
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footBall
There were several achievements for the 2011 football team 

under coach Jeff Weachter. The team finished as Mid Penn Conference 
Keystone Division champions and also defended the AAA District 
crown as “Back-to-Back District III Champions.” The season also 
included another appearance for the second straight year in the AAA 
PIAA State Championship game vs. Archbishop Wood of Philadelphia 
where the team was eventually defeated.
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volunteer coacH BoB fisHer

For over a decade, Bob Fisher has been an integral part of 
the Bishop McDevitt High School family, particularly Crusader 
Athletics. He and his wife, Lenore, sent their three children to 
Bishop McDevitt. Amongst many other activities, Brian (’04), 
Kelly (’07), and Jimmy (’10) all played McDevitt soccer and 
continued to play the sport at the collegiate level. During their 
time at McDevitt, Bob was involved in the lives and activities of 
his children, coaching their club teams and eventually coaching 
at McDevitt. Originally committing to coach for two years at 
the high school, Bob enjoyed it so much that he continued to 
volunteer as the Assistant Coach for the Boys Varsity Soccer team, even 
after his children graduated.

Born and raised in Albany, New York, Bob attended Franklin and 
Marshall College where he played soccer for four years. He then earned 
his MBA at the University of Michigan, after which he moved to the 
Harrisburg area when he was recruited by Hershey Foods. Currently, he 
is the Vice President Chief Marketing Director at Knouse Foods.

In the spring of 2008, Mr. Tommy Mealy approached Terence 
Maloney and Bob Fisher to help him find a Head Coach and a volunteer 
Assistant Coach for the McDevitt Boys Varsity Soccer team. However, 
despite the many prospects, Terence and Bob seemed to be best fit for 

In the words of Athletic Director, Tommy Mealy, Bob Fisher has been “a staple of McDevitt soccer. . .  
He’s brought nothing but Crusader pride.” 

the positions. Both were able and willing to dedicate the time 
and effort necessary for such an undertaking. After accepting 
the positions, Terence and Bob had their work cut out for 
them. Previously, the McDevitt boys soccer team averaged 
only four to five wins a year. Yet, Head Coach Terence 
Maloney and Assistant Coach Bob Fisher began with a 
successful first season. Although Bob attributes their success 
to McDevitt’s great student athletes, parental support and 
the team–building momentum and confidence, Terence and 
Bob quickly proved their coaching capability. In three years, 

McDevitt boys varsity soccer qualified twice for the district playoffs, 
once in 2008 and again in 2010.

When asked about volunteering for so many years, Bob Fisher said 
that he has not regretted it for one moment. He prefers the flexibility 
of volunteering so that he can be actively involved in the lives of his 
children, as well as the soccer program. As Terence Maloney states, “Bob 
has brought tremendous passion, experience and knowledge to the 
McDevitt soccer program.  He has been an integral part of the team’s 
success the last couple years and I am confident he will continue to be 
an asset to the McDevitt boys’ soccer program in the future.” Bob said 
that the kids make coaching most enjoyable. 

The team finished the regular season at 8-2, which included 
signature wins over rivals the Central Dauphin Rams and the Cedar 
Cliff Colts. AAA District victories came over Donegal 49-14, Conrad 
Weiser 70-21, Red Land 42-7 and Lampeter Strasburg in the final 28-14. 
Another single game highlight was a victory in the western final vs. AAA 
WPIAL Montour High School 41-32.

Throughout the season there were many highlights and records 
broken. Here are some of the following:

District quarterfinal victory over Conrad Weiser 70-21. The 70 
points scored was a District III playoff record and the 10 extra points 
kicked by Connor Maloney was also a District III playoff record. 

2011 Patriot News All-Stars – WR Brian Lemelle, OL Kyree Ross 
& Pat Narus; DE Noah Spence, LBs Brock Dean & Allan Holman, and 
FS Miles Williams.

2011 Mid Penn Keystone Division All-Stars: First Team Offense: 
WRs Brian Lemelle and Shawn Seif, OL Pat Narus, Tyler Conde 
and Kyree Ross, QB Alec Werner and RB Rashad Lawson. First 
Team Defense: DE Noah Spence, Tariq Spence, LBs Brock Dean 
and Allen Holman, DBs Miles Williams and Maurice Geter. Second 
Team Offense: OL DeAndre Lawson, RB Andre Robinson, K Connor 
Maloney. Second Team Defense: DBs Darnell Holland and Khalid 
Carter. 

DE Noah Spence (pictured at left with his parents and brother), 
was named to Tom Lemmings/MaxPreps NATIONAL Defensive 
Player of the Year and he was also named the Pennsylvania Gatorade 
Player of the Year. Noah played in the national 2012 Under-Armour 
All-American game televised live on ESPN on January 5th. He was 
selected to the Parade All American Team and to the Big 33.

The 28-14 AAA District Championship victory over Lampeter 
Strasburg gave the school the 9th district championship in school 
history and it was also the 500th career program win.

In the PIAA AAA State Championship game two PIAA AAA 
records were set: QB Alec Werner throwing for 21 completions for 
239 yards were both PIAA AAA records along with WR Brian Lemelle 
catching 11 receptions. 



Bishop McFadden Visits McDevitt
On September 23, 2011, Bishop McDevitt High 
School was blessed with a pastoral visit from 

Joseph McFadden, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg. The week preceding his arrival 
was a busy one. Everyone had the coming 
Friday at the front of their minds. We, as 
students, were reminded that we wanted 
the Bishop to walk away knowing exactly 

what we stood for as a community. 
We wanted to show him our best, 
and make him aware of all that our 
esteemed McDevitt pride meant. For 

most of the students, this would be 
their first encounter with our newest 

Bishop. You could feel the excitement 
brewing around the school grounds. 
By the time Friday morning came, we 
were all ready to welcome Bishop 

McFadden with open arms. 

Bishop first celebrated 
Mass with us. He spoke 

with great conviction, 
and everyone in the 

room could feel his 
words and their 

strength. 
In his 

homily, he spoke directly to the students, and it was clear that he truly 
cared and understood what we face in our lives. Bishop told us that 
through respecting each other, we make a stronger connection to God. 
There is dignity to each and every one of us, and God asks us to see 
each other for who we truly are. Bishop McFadden also told us that we 
should never be afraid to open ourselves to the world. We should never 
be afraid to pray, and we should always ask the Lord for direction in our 
uncertainty. He told us that God hopes for us to build a world of justice 
and peace. The Bishop’s words touched many of the students who 
were present. His homily was powerful, but also gentle, and he knew 
perfectly what we need to be told as we grow to achieve adulthood. 

After Mass, the student body presented Bishop with a spiritual 
bouquet that had been assembled earlier in the week. The bishop told 
us that he is always grateful for our prayers, and thanked us warmly. 
As a gesture of gratitude for our warm welcome, Bishop McFadden 
gave us a day off from school, which we very enthusiastically accepted. 
Dismissing us for classes, he said that he is looking forward to 
McDevitt’s future, and the continuation of our traditions and of all the 
memories to come. 

For the rest of the day Bishop McFadden visited different classes, 
seeing up close how we at McDevitt experience the day. In his first 
visit, he asked the freshmen how they were adjusting to high school 
life, listening as they described the feelings of being the youngest in the 
group, meeting new people, and trying to make friends. 

Next he visited a Latin class and told everyone of how much he 
loved Rome and that they must visit it sometime. Traveling is a great 
joy of the Bishop’s, and he described of how it changed his life. While 
in Peru, he came across a group of impoverished children singing Silent 
Night. Their genuine spirit and the beauty of their song inspired him to 
join the priesthood. 

In our technology classes, the students were surprised to discover 
that Bishop McFadden has a facebook page, and he loves technology 
very much. We also learned that his favorite class is history, and he 
majored in political science at Saint Joseph University in Philadelphia. 
With the religion classes, he spoke of how we should always follow 
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our heart in matters of morality. Our natural instinct will help us make 
proper decisions. He discussed righteousness, and asked us to name 
some of the moral issues present struggles to us as teenagers. The 
students felt Bishop’s words exemplified his wisdom, and helped them 
on matters of morality. All-in-all, Bishop McFadden got a strong taste 
of the McDevitt community, while we grew to know more about him as 
our Bishop. He saw many classes, reaching out to meet all of us in the 
little time he had. 

The student body feels that the Bishop’s presence was a wonderful 
opportunity for McDevitt, and we’re glad that we were here to witness 

the experience. We found his words inspirational and enlightening. His 
interactions were genuine, and left us feeling that he truly cared about 
each of us individually and about our education. Looking forward, as 
we continue on our journey to the new school, it’s comforting to know 
that Bishop McDevitt has someone watching over us who feels so 
passionately about the school we love and care for so much. It was a 
day that we all will keep in our hearts as we move throughout the rest 
of our educational years, and into adulthood. The McDevitt community 
thanks you warmly for the visit, Bishop McFadden. Never forget that 
you are always welcome, and we look forward to greeting you again. 
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Joanne Judge ’70
By Marian Eiben ’14

After being appointed the chairman of the 
board at Alvernia University, a small Catholic 
college in Reading, Pennsylvania, Joanne Judge has 
begun to reminisce about her nineteen years in 
Catholic education, particularly those spent at 
our very own Bishop McDevitt High School. As a 
shy ninth grade girl, Joanne entered into McDevitt 
without a clue as to what would eventually become 
her many successful careers. It was there, inside 
the hallowed halls of high school, where she began 
to find her strengths, particularly, and almost 
shockingly, in public speaking. She never dreamed 
as a freshman in John Brixius’ classroom that she 
would eventually become one of the top attorneys 
in the state, a career that certainly involves an 
insurmountable amount of speech giving. But 
her teachers saw in her a potential that she had 
yet to uncover, and they pushed her to develop 
her skill. Ms. Judge says that she remembers how 
enthusiastic all the teachers were about their 
subjects, and it made her want to find that passion for herself. Years later, 
looking back, Ms. Judge can certainly say that she accomplished that and 
more, by building several successful careers that she has loved extensively. 

Ms. Judge moved on from McDevitt to graduate with the first class 
that included women at Saint Joseph’s University, as an accounting major. 
As a senior she took the law school entrance exam, but had little thought 
of continuing on to law school. She eventually found herself at the 
Community Hospital of Lancaster, working her way up to Chief Financial 
Officer and then President. She enjoyed the idea of working with health 
care; it was her way to help others, by using the skills and talents she 
possessed. After being with the hospital for seventeen years, Ms. Judge 
felt it was time for a change in her life. She began toying with the idea of 
going back to school to practice law, imagining a more stimulating career. 
Soon after, she handed in her resignation to the Community Hospital of 
Lancaster, giving them a period of a year to find her replacement.  
Ms. Judge planned out the entire switch for months beforehand: she 
was to end her work in August, and begin law school two weeks later 
at Villanova, and in the space between, Ms. Judge was to get married. As 
the time approached when she would leave her work at the hospital, a 
complication arose with the man planning to take her place, and so it 
happened that Ms. Judge returned to college, with a full time job and as 
a newlywed to boot. You can’t always plan, she tells people, because as 
much as you plan for, things may not always work out. 

Ms. Judge enjoyed her time at Villanova, 
finding that going back to school as an 
adult with all her gained maturity and time-
management skills worked greatly to her 
advantage. Although she was looking with an 
open mind, Ms. Judge again became attracted 
to health care. After graduation, she joined 
the law firm Stevens and Lee, where today 
she works as co-chair of their health care 
department. She works mostly with non-profit 
organizations. Ms. Judge found the passion she 
had admired in her high school teachers as an 
attorney. She felt it combined the best parts 
of her old job, such as the business aspects, 
as well as adding the challenge and enjoyment 
of working with tons of different clients and 
making a difference in the world of health 
care. Each and every case is different, and in 
them you deal with different people and have 

to accomplish different tasks, and for Ms. Judge, that is the best part. 
It’s always a challenge, and it is in the challenge that she shows her 
immense skill and capability. Her work in the field of health care and 
job growth named her one of the “Best 50 Women in Business” in the 
state of Pennsylvania in 2000. 

Ms. Judge was first appointed to the board of Alvernia by a close 
friend, who recommended that she join. She has currently served 
seven years on the board and she loves her work there. A major part 
of the board’s job is to continue the tradition of the sponsorship of 
the Bernardine Franciscan sisters, who founded the school and are 
still involved in much of its development. After being appointed as the 
chair of the board, Ms. Judge began again to think of the importance 
of Catholic education and its continuation through future generations. 
It brought her back to years of memories at McDevitt, and she hopes 
that McDevitt will continue to uphold the standard of excellence it 
always has. She is excited for the new school, and says that it will bring 
on a new chapter in the growth of McDevitt. 

From an accountant to an outstanding attorney, Ms. Judge has 
certainly had her fair share of achievements. She continues on, and 
surely there’s much in store for this wonderful and accomplished 
woman. Ms. Judge is a great intellectual with a kind heart who has 
helped others along every step of her careers, and Bishop McDevitt is 
proud to have her as an alumni. 
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Her work in the field of health care and job growth named her one of the  
“Best 50 Women in Business” in the state of Pennsylvania in 2000.



On October 28th, Bishop McDevitt High 
School held a ceremony to install the newly 
elected representatives and officers into the 
Student Council. It is customary to have a guest 
speaker following the installation, to motivate 
the new members to be active leaders in the 
school. The guest is often a McDevitt graduate 
who exemplifies the qualities of leadership 
within the McDevitt community, as well as 
today’s society. This year, the Honorable Judge 
Richard A. Lewis could not have been a better 
choice. 

Rich Lewis is a native son of Steelton, 
Pennsylvania who attended Bishop McDevitt 
High School. After graduating from McDevitt 
he went on to higher education at Rutgers 
University in New Jersey. Four years later, 
he attended Dickinson School of Law. After 
completing his legal education, Rich served 
as deputy district attorney under then district attorney, LeRoy 
Zimmerman. Mr. Zimmerman, also a graduate of McDevitt, left office 
to become the first elected Attorney General in 1981 and Rich took 
his place. Richard served as a popular and effective district attorney 
for decades before being elected Judge in the Dauphin County Court 
of Common Pleas. He also served a five-year term as President Judge 
of the Dauphin County court. Judge Lewis became a very well known 
and well-respected figure in society, always displaying the qualities 
of a good leader and role model for justice. In his personal life, he is 
married to Jan Lewis, and together the couple had a daughter named 
Jenna. Jenna currently works as a lawyer in the district attorney’s 
office, taking after her father. 

From his own experience, Judge Lewis was able to teach the newly 
installed student council, as well as the entire student body, what it 
means to be a good parent, citizen, neighbor, and worker. His goal was 
to educate the minds of the current Crusaders, for they are truly the 
leaders of tomorrow and the future of our country. With emphasis on 
toughness, courtesy, and responsibility, Rich Lewis described the many 
values he acquired at a young age, and developed during his time as a 
Crusader. He typifies the quality of person McDevitt aspires to graduate, 
describing a McDevitt graduate as a “winner.” In his words, a winner 
is a class act: a mature, courteous, conscientious, and well-educated 
young man or woman who recognizes the responsibility to become a 
useful member of society. Judge Lewis was a clear representative of this 
“winner,” who has his roots in Bishop McDevitt, living its message and 
purpose in his every day life. To this day he honors his school and his 
family by representing all of the “winners” from Bishop McDevitt in the 
Dauphin County Court system and his own community. His message 
was inspiring to the crowd of Crusaders who listened, and it truly set 
the tone for the 2011-2012 school year, with a challenge to be a leader. 

Judge Lewis has many memories from 
his time at McDevitt, and still reflects on his 
experiences today. He recalls many aspects 
of McDevitt that have changed since 1965, 
including differences in enrollment, tuition, 
and busing. Nearly 2,000 students attended 
Bishop McDevitt his senior year, and 522 
students graduated with him that year. Before 
his freshmen year, parishes paid all of the tuition 
for students, so attending Bishop McDevitt was 
free. (Hard to imagine now) The only busing 
available were buses provided through the city, 
which charged a fare for students to ride. The 
dress code has tightened up, as well as a few 
disciplinary policies. He can still remember 
Mother Marie Francois, as she chased boys 
down the halls equipped with her thick 
eighteen-inch ruler, dedicated to enforcing the 
rules. 

Upon his return to Bishop McDevitt this fall, however, what 
was more surprising to him were how many things have not changed 
since his time in high school. Traffic patterns on Market Street have 
remained an issue for years, and there still remains just one student 
parking lot for those few lucky seniors. The athletic teams are still as 
talented, if not more so, than they were while he was a student, and 
still lack adequate fields for play. More importantly, Rich noticed that 
one crucial aspect of McDevitt tradition is still alive: Crusader spirit.

“Much has changed in nearly 50 years, but a few things have not. 
Judging from my recent visit as well as attendance at several football 
games this past season, the legendary school spirit of the Crusaders 
remains as vibrant and enthusiastic as ever. The commitment to 
academic excellence has never faded, and a dedicated faculty and a 
dynamic student body have always been and will forever continue 
to be the hallmark of Bishop McDevitt.” McDevitt was proud to 
welcome back a Crusader with such fond memories of his alma 
matter. His message to the student body hopefully inspired current 
Crusaders to become leaders in their communities, and to make the 
most use of their McDevitt education, just as he has. 
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eRin TuLLy ’12 
Almost all students in their high 

school years tend to find something to feel 
passionate about and devote themselves to. 
Its a wonderful rarity when a single student 
finds not only one passion, but many, and 
devotes him or herself to everything they do. 
Bishop McDevitt has many of these rarities, but 
possibly the one with the most on her agenda 
is Erin Tully. Her first day of high school, Erin 
stood in front of the iconic twin towers with 
positively no idea that someday she would 
become the student body president. She had 
never quite thought herself a leader, and even 
fancied herself a bit timid. Her first impression 
of high school was that the upperclassmen 
were a bit frightening, and she found herself 
lost when she came for orientation. Coming 
from Holy Name of Jesus grade school, Erin hadn’t been class president, and she 
never even imagined she would be so good at it.

She had, however, already had a taste of the drive and determination that 
would eventually lead her to become Bishop McDevitt president. Erin has been 
involved in figure skating since she was five years old. It may not be understandable 
to those who have never been involved in a sport like figure skating, but the 
determination it takes to accomplish what Erin has in such a demanding activity is 
absolutely ginormous. Ever since she can remember, Erin would cart off after school 
to Twin Ponds figure skating rink, working closely with her coach, and training at 
the height of physical strength. She never quit, and always tried to push herself to 
go even further than before. Erin attributes her courage, time management, and 
dedication to figure skating. She loves it, and says its a wonderful way to express 
herself. This is certainly what makes Erin such a great leader: the determination to 
do the best possible job for her classmates. 

Erin has managed to take advantage of every possible type of activity 
McDevitt offers. She is actively involved in Pro life and Christian Service clubs. In her 
Sophomore year, Erin began tennis, which she has since excelled at and been very 
successful. During Junior year she joined the cheerleading squad. At every major 
McDevitt function, you can expect to see Erin, performing in this, or running that 
activity. On the weekends she travels to many different states with her synchronized 
figure skating team, which has been to the national championships a total of six 
times since Erin joined. Still she manages to be the top student in her class, and of 
course, you can’t forget student body president. 

Erin began to be involved in student council during her sophomore year. She 
was inspired by the seniors she worked under in past years, and their enthusiasm for 
the work they did. This made Erin want to take on the responsibility as student body 
president; she wanted to show and pass on the same enthusiasm they did. When 
she became president, Erin began to search for other seniors who truly cared about 
making the McDevitt experience as good as it could possibly be for all the students. 
She organized a special group of them to meet every once in a while and discuss 
what could make our school even better. Every week Erin and her fellow council 
members show up on the students' televisions during homeroom, playing out a 
newscast with the perfect mix of antics, true McDevitt news, and school spirit in 
order to spread out their excitement for McDevitt to all the other students. 

Erin Tully is extremely busy for a senior, but she never spreads herself too thin. 
She devotes herself 100% to every activity and sport she commits to, and never 
slacks on school work. By and by Erin is a true crusader, and she feels McDevitt 
has changed her for the better and given her all the skills she needs to go off into 
her future endeavors. She would love to follow in her father’s footsteps to become 
an alumni of Notre Dame, her field of study being pre-med. The achievements will 
hardly stop at McDevitt for Erin, and we’re sure to hear from her long after she’s 
graduated. The rest of the school year is sure to be an exciting one with Erin as the 
leader, and so, as she reminders the students every Friday, “stay classy crusaders”.

gRanT KempSKi ’12 
High school is the ideal place for 

young adults to discover their talents, and 
what they love to do. Grant Kempski is 
by far no exception. Certainly one of the 
most talented musicians yet to grace our 
halls, Grant didn’t even comprehend his 
love for music until joining the McDevitt 
community. Coming from Infinity Charter 
School, Grant didn’t really have many 
friends at McDevitt to start off his 
Freshman year. Although it may seem like 
a scary endeavor, Grant says that it wasn’t 
hard at all for him to find close friends, 
due to the friendly environment, and 
surely in no small part due to his general 
kindness. Though Grant had been playing 
piano for quite sometime before high school, in addition to the bass, guitar, 
and bass guitar, he hadn’t thought about joining the music department until he 
was thrown into the entire program. A music teacher of his was close friends 
with Mr. Blauch and Mr. Fry at the time, and managed to slip Grant’s name into 
a conversation. Immediately, Mr. Blauch and Mr. Fry spoke to Grant, calling 
him out of class. Thinking he was in trouble for something grave, Grant was 
practically shaking as the two teachers implored why he wasn’t involved in the 
music department. 

Soon after, Grant joined the band and began playing piano for the concert 
choir, in addition to singing in it. Soon after, Grant began to develop his passion 
for music. It surged, and spread out, inspiring him and two of his friends, Peter 
Ho and Micah Delp, to start a band after their Freshman year. Though they 
didn’t find a drummer, Jack Comoss, until the year later, Basic Black has since 
become a favorite of many of the students, and plays around the Harrisburg 
area, booking gigs at a variety of local businesses. The audiences they play for 
love them immediately, and are captivated by their sound and talent. 

Aside from McDevitt, Grant plays the organ for Holy Name of Jesus parish. 
He is also actively involved in Pro life and Poetry Clubs. Grant has attended 
Center for Talented Youth at Dickinson University during his summers, a hands 
on accelerated educational camp in which he grew mentally and also personally, 
meeting fellow students from around the country. He also participated in a music 
camp at Berkeley University for five weeks for bass, which was a great honor. 

Earlier this year, Grant was also shocked to hear that he had become a 
semifinalist for the National Merit Scholarship program. After taking his PSAT’s 
junior year, Grant had placed into the top 99th percentile, granting him the 
supreme honor of continuing on towards becoming a finalist and the possibility 
for some wonderful scholarships and programs for him to become involved in. 
When asked about his thoughts on this, Grant said he was completely taken 
aback by the achievement. 

Looking to the future, Grant would like to major in chemistry. He would 
love to continue his education at Lafayette University, but has also applied to and 
been accepted at Pitt and Drexel. There are many opportunities open for Grant, 
and his achievements are surely just beginning.

Grant Kempski is a wonderful person to have as a member of the school, 
and he has certainly contributed to and helped develop the friendly McDevitt 
community that he claims accepted him from the moment he entered. Grant 
is unendingly humble, and all those who meet him know they have truly met a 
one-of-a-kind person. He is exceptional in his musical talents, and his intelligence 
and drive to learn as much as he can is unlike any other. Grant is thankful 
towards McDevitt for helping him to truly develop his passion for music, he may 
have never found it without all the teachers and faculty members who make the 
school and community what it is. 
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Be a Hero Marian Eiben ’14

Jon Pritikin is an extraordinary man. He can 
bend steel bars as if they were pipe-cleaners and 
rip phonebooks straight in half. He can roll a metal 
frying pan into a tight wrap and has even rolled one 
inside the other before. But most importantly, he 
travels the world with a message, one he hopes will 
reach every teenager on the planet someday, be a 
hero, it could save a life. Jon Pritikin is extraordinary 
because he inspires millions of teenagers to care for 
one another, in a way no other person could.

Jon recently came to Bishop McDevitt, and 
by the time his visit was over he left everyone in 
the room full of tears and emotion, inspiring all 
the students like they have never been before. Jon 
began his assembly by dazzling our students with 
his feats of strength. This grand Guinness World 
Record holder managed to get the entire room of 
teenagers’ attention within 10 minutes, which is 
certainly a challenge on its own. After successfully 
breaking a bat over his thigh, and preforming 
his other fantastic stunts, Jon looked out at our 
students and said he had a few things to say, before 
he left. He wanted to talk about heroes. Heroes are 
there to help people when they’re going through 
a rough time. There are times in all of our lives for 
all of us to be there for someone, and to look after 
them. Every one of us, Jon said, can be a hero to 
another person. 

Jon began to tell a story about a little boy who 
desperately needed a hero all of his life. In school, 
he had a difficult time reading and speaking, which 
gained him much ridicule from students and even 
teachers. He was put into special education classes, 
because they didn’t understand how he could be 
taught. He was an outcast from a very early age, and 
always wanted to be included. One day, some boys 
invited him to play on their team during recess. This 
was a rarity and he eagerly joined, only to discover 
that the entire thing was a horrible trick. The boys 
chased him through the halls of the school, until 
one boy ran ahead and tripped him, causing him to 
smash his face to the floor. No one helped him as 
he lay there, bleeding on the floor. When he was 
older, the boy was moved into regular classes, and 
the teacher he had didn’t want him in her class. One 
day, she asked him to stay after class, and told him 
he would never be able to read or write well, and 
he could never graduate high school or college. 

After suffering from hurtful words and terrible 
bullying all his life, the boy managed to graduate 
high school and eventually began to apply for 
colleges. He applied to everywhere he possibly 
could, because he so desperately wanted to prove 
everyone wrong. Only one school accepted him, 
and it was only on academic probation. Even 
then, a person very close to him told him that he 
shouldn’t even try: he would fail miserably. Despite 
the hatefulness he had experienced all his life, the 
boy graduated on the dean’s list. At this point Jon 
choked back a tear, and looked out into the now 
tearful eyes of the audience and said, “That little 
boy… was me.”

The students and faculty in attendance were 
all dead silent. There stood in front of them a man: 
powerful and strong with a giant, friendly smile, and 

an eloquent speaking voice. He 
travels the world every week, 
and holds a Guinness World 
Record. To think that this man 
began as the small child who had 
once had food thrown at him 
by an entire cafeteria, and was 
once told that he would never 
be able to read, left the audience 
awestruck. It was miraculous, 
the way Jon could stand up 
and retell his difficult life story 
each and every day, in to order 
to benefit others. It left the 
students with a new respect for 
each other. They didn’t want to 
contribute to anyone growing up 
the way that Jon had. 

Jon challenged everyone 
that day, telling them that he never wanted someone 
to sit alone at our school lunches again. He asked 
that we all look out for each other, and always be 
a hero for someone else. Jon even spoke to the 
teachers, telling them to continue touching lives. He 
spoke out to those who are bullied on a daily basis, 
telling them to never, never, never give up; always 
stand back up, never lose hope. There is a place in 
the world for everyone, and we all have a purpose. 
Jon never gave up, although he almost did many 
times, and he is so extremely grateful he didn’t. He 
met his wife in college, and now lives happily with 
her and their little girl. His life is so wonderful now, 
and he couldn’t stress how important it is that no 
matter how terrible things seem now, they do get 
better.

The students walked out of the assembly with 
an entirely new perspective, and you could visibly 

see the results from that point on. Jon’s visit was a 
moment that none of the students will ever forget. 
He stayed after to speak with people individually and 
take pictures, graciously speaking to each individual 
person as if they were the most important in the 
room. He gave out his Facebook information, and 
was bombarded by students that night who wished 
to thank him for being such a wonderful person. It 
was a life changing experience, and certainly one of 
the most inspirational mornings Bishop McDevitt 
has had in a long time. The fantastic effects he 
had on our school are irreplaceable, and there 
were many students who genuinely felt they were 
saved by Jon’s assembly. McDevitt thanks Jon for 
coming and giving the assembly of a lifetime to our 
community, he will be remembered forever. 

Most people could not possibly touch so many 
lives in a single moment, as Jon Pritikin did. It truly 
takes a hero. 



Tom Scully and Grant Kempski

national merit
In the 2012 National Merit Scholarship 
Competition, McDevitt Senior Grant Kempski 
joined a national pool of about 16,000 students, 
which represents less than 1% of U.S. high school 
seniors, who became semifinalists by being top 
scorers on the 2010 Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®).

Grant now has the opportunity to continue 
to compete with other academically talented 
semifinalists for 8,300 scholarships from colleges 
and corporate sponsors that will be offered next 
spring. To become a finalist, a semifinalist must 
submit evidence of an outstanding academic and 
civic record in high school, be endorsed and 
recommended by the school principal, and earn 
SAT scores that confirm the student’s earlier test 
performance.

Scholarships are awarded to finalists based on their 
skill, accomplishments, and potential for success in 
college studies. Winners will be announced in four 
waves beginning in April and ending in July.

McDevitt Senior Tom Scully was named a 
Commended Student by the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation with 34,000 other 
high performers who finished under the 16,000 
semifinalists. Although these Commended Students 
will not continue in the 2012 competition for 
National Merit Scholarships, they are among the 
top 5% of high school students who took the PSAT/
NMSQT®.

All sophomores and juniors at Bishop McDevitt 
have the opportunity to take the PSAT/NMSQT® 
during the school day in order to prepare them 
for the SAT and enter them in the National Merit 
Scholarship Competition.

tHe future Business leaDers of america (fBla) 
Club assisted the Navy Base in Mechanicsburg with their annual Christmas party for children on December 6th. 
McDevitt students helped Santa distribute gifts, as well as other responsibilities at the event.

Members of the FBLA Club also attended the 
Regional Leadership Conference at Central Penn 
College on January 9th. They competed against ten 
other schools in the region in various business and 
technology related fields. Seventeen of our students 
in attendance qualified for the State Leadership 
Conference to be held at the Hershey Lodge and 
Convention Center on April 16th and 17th. 
 
These students received a medal for their 
outstanding performance:

Libby Hemler – 1st place in Accounting II
Mark Aulenbach – 2nd place in Accounting II

Bob McElwee and Syed Tahir – 1st place in Banking 
& Financial Systems

Bianca DiSanto and Kelly McNaughton – 1st place in 
Business Ethics

Gabriella Lupinetti – 1st place in Business Law

Caleigh Noss – 1st place in Computer Problem Solving
Carrie Bohnert – 2nd place in Computer Problem 
Solving
Kelsey Stoner – 3rd place in Computer Problem 
Solving

Andrew Desmond – 1st place in Economics
Timothy Robbins – 3rd place in Economics

Jessica Mannix – 1st place in Job Interview

Lucas Liberacki – 1st place in Networking Concepts

Stephanie Vargo – 2nd place in Help Desk

Kyle Bekelja – 2nd place in Technology Concepts

Lino Lupinetti – 3rd place in Sports Management

Pictured left to right: Mr. Newmaster, Bob McElwee ’11, Syed Tahir ’11, Matt Richards ’12 (Frosty), Caitlin Kennedy ’11, 
Sean Longson ’11, Lucas Liberacki ’11  
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Thoroughly Modern Millie 
April 20, 21 at 7:30 PM

April 22 at 3:00 PM

Spring Musical
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Golden Beam SiGninG
On Thursday, December 1, 2011, more than 300 alumni and friends visited the 
site to sign the “golden beam” that is being placed in the gymnasium. People 
of all ages enjoyed signing their own names, as well as their family member’s 
names on the beam. The beam is now in the new gym and will be exposed 
upon completion for all to see.

JuDY murpHY retires
Bishop McDevitt said goodbye to Mrs. Judy Murphy 
at the end of 2011. Mrs. Murphy is retiring. Mrs. 
Murphy worked for 23 years serving as supervisor 
for 22 of those. She will be missed by the entire 
McDevitt family.

stuDent council
The Executive Student Council group this year, along with all the class officers 
and representatives have been very busy.  We entered the halls for the 
beginning of the school year with spirit posters everywhere. Posters were 
hung welcoming each class and cheering on each sport. All kinds of enthusiasm 
continued throughout the fall and into the winter. The Homecoming theme this 
year was “Superheroes.” Homecoming floats, representing each class, were 
paraded aroung the fooball field at the Homecoming football game. Half-time 
cermonies crowned Tom Scully ’12 King and Emily Purcell ’12 Queen. The court 
looked great and everyone cheered for the student nominees.

During Thanksgiving, Student Council Representatives and Officers collected 
canned goods and food in their home rooms for families in need. Baskets were 
made and distributed.  

The Student Council Officers resurrected the Friday morning McDevitt News 
on channel 1. To watch McDevitt News, visit the Bishop McDevitt Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/BishopMcDevitt and look for the McDNews link on 
the left side of the page. You must “Like” the McD page in order to view the 
videos.

The council is currently preparing everyone to support the Mini-Thon to 
support the Four Diamonds Fund. Mini-Thon will take place on Saturday, 
February 11, 2012. Several students will also be participating in the “Locks for 
Love” program -getting their hair cut to donate for wigs for cancer patients 
during Thon too. Come out and support our McDevitt family on February 11.  
Refer to our website for further details.

 



 toNy CeRNugeL MeMoRIAL goLF touRNAMeNt
The 19th Annual Tony Cernugel Memorial Golf Tournament was held on Friday, 

September 30, 2011 at Felicita Resort. It was a beautiful, warm day and the course 
was in great condition. The tournament was played as a four-man scramble and the 
winning foursome was Craig Morrison ’95, Scott McManamon ’88, Frank Nemshick 
’88 and Neil Diffenderfer ’88, with a 57. In second place were Mark Caruso ’79, 
Chris Crowley ’79, Carmen Ametrano ’80, and Joe Lopiccolo ’77 with a 59. The 
tournament finished with a steak dinner and raffle prizes.

The Tony Cernugel Memorial Tournament is held each year to help support 
scholarships for students and families who are in need of financial assistance. 
This year, by the support of many businesses, alumni, and friends, the Tournament 
raised over $12,500 for scholarships. Please plan on joining us next year on Friday, 
September 30, 2011 at Felicita Resort for the 20th Annual Tony Cernugel Memorial 
Tournament. It is sure to be a great afternoon of golf, food, and prizes!
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news

2nd Annual Bishop McDevitt and PA National 
guard walk for education and 5K Run

 The 2nd Annual Bishop McDevitt and PA 
National Guard Walk for Education and 5K Run 
was held on Sunday, September 25, 2011 on City 
Island. The Walk for Education and 5K Run is 
organized by a group of McDevitt alumni and 
community members who got a great education 
and wanted to give back to McDevitt and the 
community by helping McDevitt students and 
someone that gives to the community and our 
country through their service the chance for a 
great education too. The goal of the committee 
is to raise several thousand dollars each year to 
donate to the Pennsylvania National Guard 28th 
Infantry Division Association Scholarship Fund 
and the Bishop McDevitt High School Tuition 
Assistance Program. 

This year’s event was bigger and better than 
the year prior. Not only did we have the traditional 
walk, but added a 5K run. Governor Corbett 
provided a Greetings Letter. Jim Sinkovitz from 
WGAL, Erica Moffitt from CBS 21, and Dennis 
Owens from ABC 27 all provided news coverage. 
Carmen Finestra was Honorary Guest and Ron 
Marsico was Master of Ceremony. Radio Station 
92.7 WKZF Classic Rock was the DJ. We had local 
vendors such as Metro Bank, Gold’s Gym, Tinkled 
Pink Jewelry, and Civil Air Patrol all present at the 
walk. Local vendors donated items to be sold at 
the walk. These vendors included Pinnacle Health, 
Pretzel Factory, Starbucks, Rita’s, Karn’s Food, 
Harrisburg Diaries, and Member’s 1st Federal 
Credit Union. The walk information was published 
in the Catholic Witness as well as The Patriot 
News. The PA Army National Guard brought 
a 25 foot tall Rock Wall for the participants to 
enjoy. Kaitlin Pagliaro sang the National Anthem, 
and Angeline Lonardi sang the Alma Mater, both 
students of Bishop McDevitt.

Gina Shull, a 1984 graduate, is the creator and 
organizer of the event. She said the idea materialized 
when she was looking for a way to give back to the 
local youths as well as her Alma Mater. “Giving back 
to my roots and helping those in need so they have 
the same opportunities and education, so they can 
be successful in their own lives in whatever they 
choose to do is extremely important, and children 

should not have these opportunities taken away from 
them because they cannot afford tuition.”

Walk for Education and 5K Run Committee 
Members are: Gina Lengjel Shull ’84, Carolyn O’Day 
Malfara ’84 and 28th ID Association, Chris Roma 
’84, Ron Washington ’83, Victor Murcavage ’83, 
Marlena Guarneschelli, SGT Damian Smith - 28th ID 
Association and Leo Malfara – 28th ID Association.



Annual Report
Corrections
new scHolarsHip 
The following scholarship was not listed in the 
2010-2011 Annual Report.

tHe J. tHomas van 
waGner memorial 
scHolarsHip was created in loving 
memory of alum J. Thomas Van Wagner ‘73 on 
behalf of the Plasic-Van Wagner Family. Each year, 
one Bishop McDevitt student from the Cathedral 
School and one Bishop McDevitt student from St. 
Catherine Laboure School or St. Matthew’s Parish 
will each receive $500 towards their tuition for the 
school year. Eligible candidates are asked to research 
and write an essay on who J. Thomas Van Wagner 
was, what the Gift of Life program is, and how the 
Gift of Life program may inspire or impact their 
lives and the lives of others. The scholarship winners 
are chosen from the submitted essays by his wife, 
Christine Plasic-Van Wagner.

state emploYee comBineD 
appeal (seca) Gifts:
Mr. Walter L. Spohn, P ’12

capital campaiGn Donors 
Mr. and Mrs. David E. and Jill C. Bekelja ’83 Hanes, 
P ’09, ’14

Mr. Brian G. Santo ’99

Honor/memorials anD 
triButes
in memorY of 
Lena L. Zuna, P ’61, ’64, ’67, ’79

Class 
Reunions
class of 1962 
Fifty Years. Where did the years go? It was 
only yesterday that we were attending sporting 
events and dances. It was a good time where we 
developed a lot of friends. Please join us for our 
50th class reunion to be held on October 
6, 2012 at the Susquehanna Club. There will be 
an informal gathering the night before. Details 
about all the events that weekend will follow 
this spring. 

Please make sure that we have your contact 
information. We are missing over 40 classmates 
for whom we have no contact information. 
I have tried for over a year to reach those 
people to no avail. You can send any contact 
information including name, address, phone and 
email to Tom Nissley at tnissley1@comcast.
net. I am trying to keep the database current. 
Thanks and looking forward to seeing everyone 
in the Fall. 

class of 1972  
Class of 1972—Hold this date for your 40th 
Class Reunion from Bishop McDevitt High 
School!

wHen – Saturday, June 2nd, 2012

wHere – Hollywood Casino and Racetrack 
Banquet Facilities

aDDitional events – Golf Tournament 
on Friday and Mass at the High School on 
Sunday plus tours given of our High school in its 
last year of providing Catholic education in this 
historic building, plus a continental breakfast for 
your convenience served in the cafeteria.

Certainly more information will come to you 
throughout the year! Hope to see all  
of you…you may respond with any comments 
or suggestions to Margie Knisley at emknisley@
verizon.net for the committee to consider, we 
are working hard at making this a great event 
for everyone to be able to attend.

The Committee for the Class of 1972

class of 1992 
Class of 1992 is in the process of planning 
the 20th year reunion. Please save the 
date of Saturday, November 24th, 2012. The 
reunion will be held on this date. A venue will 
be determined by the end of February. All 
reunion information will be posted on the Class 
of 1992 Facebook page. Please consult the page 
regularly for reunion updates. Questions can 
be directed to Gina DiVincenzo at gnds929@
msn.com. 

McDevitt Annual 
Fund update
Halfway through our fiscal year, the McDevitt 
Annual Fund has reached approximately 
$292,000. We are well on our way to 
reaching our goal of $400,000 by June 
30, 2012. Our alumni and friends have 
responded generously! This spring, we will 
conduct a Phon-A-Thon to speak with many 
of you and ask for your support. With the 
support of its donors, the McDevitt Annual 
Fund helps finance the day-to-day operations 
of the school. It helps bridge the gap 
between tuition and the cost of education. 
If you have not yet made a donation to the 
McDevitt Fund this year, we have enclosed 
an envelope for your convenience. Thank you 
to all of our supporters and may God bless 
you and your families in the coming year.
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In Memoriam
septemBer 17, 2011 –  

JanuarY 5, 2012

Sr. Rosemary Budd, R.S.M., Faculty ’50 - ’69
Rev. Msgr. Leo N. Bierster, Principal ’65  

Helen E. Reuwer ’31
Yolanda Mary Barbush ’40 Settino
Pauline Jean Weitzel ’40 Willard
Julius Joseph Fabiankovitz ’41
Francis John Tezak, Jr. ’42
Edward Harry Clark ’44
Catherine Anne Oldshue ’44 Kunz
Berna Louise Schmidt ’46 Herrick
Benjamin Franklin Young, III ’46
Nancy Louise Keifer ’47 Kirkpatrick
Patrick Joseph Lackey ’51
Sr. Frances DeChantal (Mary Anne) 
Murray, R.S.M. ’52
Joseph Anthony Magnelli ’56
Lawrence Joseph Mink ’60
Karen Lee D. Eller ’64 Marisic
Gerard Thomas Foley ’69
Barbara Lynn Prendergast ’70 Smith
Michael Joseph Linnane ’71
Robert Wayne Wright, Sr. ’72
Thomas Anthony Barbush ’72
Thomas Dean Sariano ’75
Dr. Maria Eleanor Pease ’78
Constance M. Brigham ’86 Burkholder
Robert W. Hohman ’88
Marshall V. Phillips ’91

McDevitt Mourns the Loss of Fr. Langan 
Reverend Thomas F. Langan, a beloved 
member of the McDevitt family, died 
peacefully on January 3, 2012. Fr. Langan 
taught at McDevitt from 1961 – 1970. We 
wish his family condolences and may he rest 
in peace.



We’ve Come A Long Way...
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Since groundbreaking in April 2011, there has been a great deal of activity 
at the site of our new school. Most of the steel beams for the framework 
of the building are in place, along with the masonry work for the gym area, 

locker rooms, the auditorium. The contractors have started to work on the 
walls of the cafeteria, and even the framework for the Twin Towers has been 
erected. 

The next phase of the building will be to put up the rest of the walls so the 
whole building can be put under roof. Currently, the builders are working on the 
inside framing of the offices, classrooms, library, art room, etc. in the academic 
section of the building. The center of the academic wing is the chapel which will 
be a strong reminder and a symbol of our Catholic faith to all who pass by it 
daily.

You can stay up to date on the building construction through our website, 
www.bishiopmcdevitt.org, or become a fan of our Facebook page www.
facebook.com/bishopmcdevitt. 

The current site at 2200 Market is still for sale. We are showing the building 
to prospective buyers, but still no contract.  

We need everyone to become Founding Members of this new campus. 
Wouldn’t it feel nice to tell your family and friends that you gave money to help 
build this new school? If we all work together and commit something financially 
it will really help. Every dollar and cent makes a difference. Payments may be 
made over five, seven or ten years. Envelopes are provided in the center of this 
magazine for you to mail in your pledge or payments today.

Don’t forget, another very helpful opportunity we have for you to help is 
to name Bishop McDevitt as the recipient of a portion of your estate. Become a 
member of our Heritage Society today! As you think ahead and contemplate the 
mark you would like to leave on the world, we ask you to consider including us in 
your estate plan. Contact Cheri Comasco today at 717-236-7973 ext 400 or by 
email at ccomasco@bishopmcdevitt.org . What legacy do you want to leave?



EngagEmEnts
Bryan Bellissimo ’05 and Mallory Meehan ’04 

Michael DiMarco ’00 to Leila Bouchra Rezazgui 

Michael Mitchell ’04 and Alicyn Grasa ’00

James Rutherford and Heather Sersch ’03

WEDDings
mark Laudenslager and 
Jennifer A. Calhoun ’90

Bryan Rohacek ’97 and 
Erin Dougherty ’98

Brad Sersch ’99 and 
Laura Haley

Drew smith and Kristin 
Fialkowski ’02 Smith 
(right)

Luke meyers and Laura 
Meloro ’03 

50s
a note from Sister Clare Marsico, IHM ’55, “my four 
years at mcDevitt were tremendous. i look back upon 
those years as ones of growth in many areas, academically, 
socially and spiritually. i thank god for all my teachers 
and for the school. Presently, my ministry is at st. Peter 
the apostle Parish in Philadelphia, which is also the shrine 
of st. John neumann. i have been here working for the 
past ten years and love every minute of it! We have many 
visitors because of the place being a shrine. Come and see 
us some time.”

70s
a note from Julianne Guerrisi ’78 Roden, “Just wanted 
to touch base with all classmates and friends! my family 
is doing well. i have three children and one grandchild. 
my oldest son lives with his wife and has 2 dogs and 
they are doing very well. my daughter and her boyfriend 
and children are fine. She just completed and passed an 
adult nursing assistance course and is now going for her 
certification for CAN. My granddaughter is going into 
3rd grade already this year! my younger son is a diesel/
automotive mechanic and is going for his sales license 
and is still single. this time of year my husband and i are 
heavy into the gardening scene. We planted 75 tomato 
plants mostly for canning and also 55 pepper plants of 
different variety. We also planted eggplants, cabbage and 
squash. any who gardens knows this has been a bad year 
due to weather! Fishing has been really bad – not enough 
water and river too low. We can’t wait for fall – our 
favorite time of the year other than spring and summer. 
(Can you tell i hate winter??) i commute 55 minutes one 
way and then back everyday to Harrisburg for work so 
driving is an adventure all its’ own! thank god for sirius 
satellite! i make sure i make time for me. i hit the gym 
5 days a week and have never been healthier! Hope to 
see you all soon! Can’t wait for another Decade or mix 
reunion! LOVE tO DanCE!”

80s
Angelina Butari ’86 Vargo and her husband Chris just 
welcomed their fourth child, maggie Elizabeth Joy Vargo 
on October 31, 2011. She joins her sisters, Maria (age 10) 
and masey (age 5) and brother, matthew (age 9).

90s
Erin Dickinson ’94 Naggy and her husband Josh, 
have added onto their 
family.  matthew Ryan 
naggy was born October 
11, 2011.  He was 9 lbs. 
1 oz., 22 inches. He has 
older siblings: skye (Erin’s 
step-daughter) 18, andrew 8, 
michael 6, and Collette 3.

Erin Dougherty ’98 and Bryan Rohacek ’97 were 
married on the beach in Jamaica on november 6, 2011 
surrounded by their family and friends.

00s
Alicyn Grasa ’00 and Michael Mitchell ’04 are engaged 
to be married on august 4, 
2012. they welcomed their 
first child together, Dublin 
Rose mitchell (right), on 
november 17, 2011.

Brian Radle ’00, this 
november, accepted the position of assistant general 
manager with the southern maryland Blue Crabs, 
members of the atlantic League of Professional Baseball. 

Kristin Fialkowski ’02 Smith lives in the Central Pa 
area and works at AFSCME as the Office Manager / 
Council Director secretary in January 2010. in June 
2009 she married Drew smith. they bought their dream 
home this past February (2011) and also welcomed into 
the world their baby girl Zoey Elizabeth on February 26, 
2011. a note from Kristin: “i hope everyone is doing well 
and that life has been as good to all of you as it has been 
to me!”

Laura Meloro ’03 married Luke meyers (below), on april 
30th, 2011. Below is pictured of a group of mcDevitt 
people that came to the wedding and their significant 
others. From left to right, top row: Megan Hoffman ’05, 
Randy Nicola ’03, Matt Stanisic ’06, Steve Knohr ’03, 
Laura Meloro ’03 Meyers, Jed Baker ’03; Bottom, Left 
to Right: Caitlin mcCarthy ’03, tara mcCabe ’03 Dixon, 
Heater sersch ’03, shannon Duggan ’03 moyer, Dan 
Bunnell ’03, Kevin shutty ’03 and Catherine sorrels.

Kevin Shutty ’03 married Catherine sorrels on October 8, 
2011 in seattle, Washington. 

Aaron P. Walters ’07 was a 1st place winner of the 
senior engineering capstone design project at Penn State 
University Department of Engineering on December 8.  
He was one of a four member team in the competition 
of 54 teams of senior Engineering majors. The project 
involved the design and construction of a “Fitness 
Regulator” aimed at 
increasing exercise for 
children ages 5 to 15 
years of age. aaron will 
graduate in Computer 
Engineering on December 
17 from Penn state 
University Park and 
has accepted a job with 
a systems engineering 
company in King of 
Prussia, Pa. 

NOTICE!
McDevitt recently received a Catholic High beanie 
cap from an unmarked mail piece. We believe it is 
from the early 1950s, but are unsure of its origin 
or use. If you sent us this cap, please consider 
calling the school at 717-236-7973 ext 484 to help 
us properly record this piece of storied Catholic 
High/Bishop McDevitt history.
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CLASS NOTES

Bishop McDevitt 
Blanket
for sale

■  plush fleece 
■  measures 48 x 70 inches
■  $40.00

 
300 Bishop McDevitt Blankets  
have been ordered and will be  

arriving in late February.

Please call to reserve yours today.



5:30—Infield Party & Silent Auction with Live Coverage of the Kentucky Derby
6:24—Post Time - 50/50 Race Raffle
7:30—Dinner and Dancing to Giovanni & the 5th Element

HAT 
CONTEST

Derby Hat Sale — 
Coming in March!

Hats Off to the Derby
Save the Date

Bishop McDevitt
24th Annual Blue & Gold Gala

sAtURDAy, MAy 5, 2012 
heRshey LoDge

Save the Date.indd   1 11/21/11   2:11 PM

Bishop McDevitt High School
2200 Market Street
harrisburg PA 17103-2499

the 24th annual Blue & Gold Gala – Hats off to the Derby - will be held Saturday, May 5th, 2012 at the hershey 
lodge. The Gala is one of the school’s largest fund-raisers and helps support the general operating budget of the school. This magical 
evening is one you won’t want to miss! As we celebrate the 24th year of the Blue & Gold Gala don’t forget your Derby hat, as we will 
also be honoring the 138th running of the Kentucky Derby. With an infield to watch the race and hors d’oeuvres, drinks and dinner in 
true Derby style, it is sure to be a fun and exciting evening! 

The 3rd Annual Gala Online Auction was held from Black Friday, November 25th, 2011 at 12:00 PM EST and closed Monday, 
December 12th, 2011 at 12:00 PM EST. Through the generous support of alumni, family and friends, the Online Auction raised over 
$10,000.00!
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