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Dear Alumni and Friends,

The 2011-2012 School Year is coming quickly to a close. It has been a wonderful 
year, full of much excitement, many celebrations, and numerous accomplishments.

Recently we graduated one hundred and fifty-six seniors who accumulated over 
three million dollars in scholarships and grants. What tremendous testimony this is, 
not only to the members of the class of 2012, but also to the dedicated faculty and 
the solid academic program offered to our students. Graduation was the culmination 
of many wonderful achievements throughout this year, spiritually, academically, 
athletically, and socially.

As I think back to this time last year, we had just broken ground and dirt was 
beginning to move. One year later I am in awe of the progress that has been made. 
Plenty of pictures and a video are available on our website for you to see.

At the same time, I cannot help looking forward to where we will be a year from 
now. We will have moved into the new building at 1 Crusader Way. How truly amazing! What a wonderful move not 
only for our McDevitt Community but for Catholic education in our Diocese. Every time I have the opportunity to visit the 
new site I am in awe. Approaching the building, you first notice the Chapel situated in the center of the academic wing a 
significant presence for all who will visit our school. As you proceed up the driveway, the Twin Towers, such an important 
part of our school’s history, become visible. Over the summer a thirty foot cross will be added, supported by the Towers. 
Our presence in the area will be seen for miles around. 

Our founder, Bishop Phillip R. McDevitt, worked tirelessly for Catholic education. He spoke of “Fulfilling the Promise” 
of providing a quality Catholic education for the young men and women of our area. As we enter these last remaining 
months before the completion of our project, your support becomes ever more critical. It is through the help of each and 
every one of our alumni and friends that we will be able to continue the mission of our school. A sincere thank you is 
offered to all who have financially supported this important work. For those who have not had the opportunity to make a 
gift, please consider doing so. 

Thank you for your support of Bishop McDevitt through your prayers and good works. Be assured of a remembrance 
in our prayers. God bless you! 

    
Sincerely,

Sr. Mary Anne Bednar, IHM
Principal

 Sister Mary Anne

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

Mission stateMent:
Bishop McDevitt High School, a Catholic, college-preparatory, coeducational school located within 

the Diocese of Harrisburg, encompasses students of diverse intellectual, socio-economic, and religious 

backgrounds. Bishop McDevitt strives to nurture the whole person by promoting a quality education 

rooted in the Gospel values and creating a challenging academic environment. The school community 

aspires to graduate well-rounded Christian men and women committed to living moral lives of holiness, 

integrity, justice, and responsible citizenship.
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Admissions 
Jill Bekelja Hanes ’83, Director of Admissions

As the 2011-2012 school year winds down 
and our seniors prepare to graduate, Bishop 
McDevitt High School welcomes the new 
freshmen class of 2016. At this time, over 170 
eighth graders have submitted their admissions 
application, taken the High School Placement 
Test (HSPT) and selected courses to start 
their high school career. These new Crusaders 
join a student body that will have the unique 
opportunity to experience the rich tradition 
of Bishop McDevitt on 2200 Market St. and 
continue its legacy at 1 Crusader Way.

For eighth graders interested in attending 
Bishop McDevitt, but have not taken the 
High School Placement Test, please schedule 
a test date with Mrs. Jill Hanes, Director 
of Admissions, at 717-236-7973 ext.211 or 
admissions@bishopmcdevitt.org. 

All registered students have a summer 
assignment from the Bishop McDevitt English 
Department. The English Department requires 
a summer assignment for every English class 
at every academic level. Assignments are 
posted on our website, www.bishopmcdevitt.
org/academics/class-assignments/english-
assignments. Please bring them with you on 
the first day of school.

This summer, Bishop McDevitt will host 
ten Freshmen Orientation sessions. These 

morning meetings will include a prayer 
service, reading a class schedule, study skills, 
attendance and early dismissal procedures, 
locks and much, much more. The Freshmen 
Orientation is designed to help lessen the 
anxiety often associated with the transition 
to high school by targeting some of the key 
stressors. Freshmen may select an orientation 
session from the following dates: July 23, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 31 and August 1, 2, 3. All 
sessions will be from 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Registration information will be sent out in 
June. 

Bishop McDevitt will offer used uniform 
sales throughout the summer. Used uniforms, 
clean and in good condition, may be donated 
to McDevitt at any time. These uniforms will 
be resold at a discounted price: $15 skirts,  
$15 pants, $10 sweaters, $5 polos and 
oxfords. There will be a limit to the number  
of items you may purchase. Dates and times 
will be posted on our website,  
www.bishopmcdevitt.org and in church 
bulletins.

Families interested in more information 
or attending Bishop McDevitt may contact 
Mrs. Jill (Bekelja ’83) Hanes, Director 
of Admissions, 717-236-7973 ext. 211 or 
admissions@bishopmcdevitt.org.

 
Did you know that Bishop 
McDevitt High School has 
an archive? Mr. John Brixius 
maintains numerous records 
and items to preserve the 
history of our school. Your 
help is needed to develop 
the archives. If you have any 
items you would wish to 
donate (awards, McDevitt 
clothing items, uniforms, 
yearbooks, etc.), please 
contact Mr. Brixius at the 
school. The history of our 
school is important, and your 
contribution is appreciated!



Home economics
Mrs. Lori Shafaye and the Home Economics 

class made Jell-O eggs recently. Their lesson 
during the week before Easter had been about 
the foods of the Bible. Eggs were viewed by our 
pre-Christian ancestors as a symbol of spring and 
new life. In Christian times, the egg received a 
religious interpretation and became a symbol of 
the Resurrection. Mrs. Shafaye thought this would 
be a great way to teach the students how to use a 
dessert mold and it would be something for them 
to do after returning from the Easter holiday. 
Also, they had just completed a chapter on dairy 
so by using a recipe that incorporated Carnation 
Evaporated Milk it made a great addition to the 
lesson. They needed 36 molds so the egg hunt 
was on! Mrs. Shafaye visited 8 grocery stores 
in Dauphin County in search of the free Jell-O 
brand egg molds! That meant purchasing 3 large 
or 6 small boxes of Jell-O for each free mold! The 
students enjoyed working in the foods lab with 
the Jell-O molds as well as eating the refreshing 
dessert.

The clothing construction classes just 
completed a 12-in square pillow sham with eyelet 
lace project. They learned a hand embroidery 
stitch that is over 200 years old called “chicken 
scratch”. They used two contrasting colors of 
embroidery floss on 1/4 inch gingham fabric 
fashioned in their own design.

TecHnology educaTion  By Sue Johnson

Technology is changing the world as we 
know it and has become a powerful tool for 
learning. The education of our children is affected 
by many types of new technologies. As a result of 
the ever changing world of technology, schools 
are undergoing major transformations in the 
move to a digital learning environment. For the 
faculty this change is a great opportunity to 
acquire information, collaborate with colleagues 
and create new content with items like interactive 
electronic books. 

I’ve been teaching long enough to remember 
when technology in the classroom was a filmstrip. 
Now we are using iPads to illustrate things like the 
periodic table of elements or to study the inside of 
cells. How times have changed. Catholic schools are 
staying on top of the current technological changes. 
Because many of the current faculty members were 
not raised with these new technologies, the school 
has offered opportunities for the teachers to help 
them learn how to integrate more technology into 
their classes.  

These classes, held after school, have covered 
everything from using standard Microsoft 
Office programs, creating web pages, creating 
and using classroom blogs as instructional 
tools, creating and using podcasts in the 
classroom, and using the iPad as an instructional 
instrument. Armed with the knowledge from 
these classes, the teachers can now provide a 
quality 21st century educational experience rich 
in technology. 

2012 scHolasTic WriTing aWards
The English Department would like to announce the following winners of the 2012 local judging of the 

Scholastic Writing Contest:

HONORABLE MENTIONS
Tesia Kempski
Sam Shaffer
Meagan Malesic
Kyle Bekelja
Jackie Gerhold
Rikka Olson
Grant Kempski
Cailin Potami
Erin Tully

SILVER KEY
Marian Eiben
Andrew Desmond
Olivia Austin

GOLD KEY
Kaela Curcillo
Caitlin Kennedy

Gold and Silver Key winners 
were honored at a presentation 
awards ceremony at the Scottish 
Rite Auditorium on February 16th. 
Congratulations to these talented 
students, their parents and their 
teachers.
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maTH naTional Honor socieTy
inducTion

On Wednesday, March 14, 2012, Bishop McDevitt High School received 
its charter as a member of Mu Alpha Theta, the National High School and 
Two-Year College Mathematics Honor Society. Thirteen seniors and nineteen 
juniors were inducted into the Honor Society. Full members in Mu Alpha Theta 
must have completed the equivalent of four semesters of college preparatory 
mathematics and in addition have completed or are enrolled in a still more 
advanced course, providing their mathematical work was done with distinction. 
On the 4-point grading scale, this means at least a 3.0 grade point average.

2011-2012 Inductees

SENIORS:
Eric Cross
James Farrell
Amy Gifford
Libby Hemler

science
cAseF

Congratulations to the following winners at the 2012 Capital Area Science 
and Engineering Fair (CASEF):  First place, Rebecca Fulton, Bianca DiSanto, 
Second Place, Aaron Lentini, Mark Pitman, Christian Brice, Third Place, Kaela 
Curcillo, Emily Resek, Elizabeth Kealy, Honorable Mention, Alex Metro.

Junior, Bianca DiSanto received the 2012 U.S. Air Force Award.

Sophomore, Rebecca Fulton received the Dauphin County Medical 
Society Award from the Alliance Institute of Industrial Engineers, Lancaster/
Harrisburg Chapter.

Sophomore, Aaron Lentini, received the Army Computer Science Award.

Sophomore, Kaela Curcillo, received the Biology Genius Award.

Sophomore, Alex Metro, received the Meteorology Award and the 
Geology Award.

social sTudies
Bishop McDevitt has a long tradition of offering students opportunities 

to participate in activities outside of the classroom. This year, students have 
competed in Mock Trial, Model United Nations, Quiz Bowl, National History 
Day, and the American Legion Auxiliary Post #420 essay contest.

The Social Studies Department would like to announce the following 
winners of the National History Day regional competition:

SENIOR GROUP ExHIBITS: Theresa Ipjian and Marian Eiben (Women’s 
Suffrage: the Fight for and Triumph of the Vote), 3rd place.

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCES: Angeline Lonardi (Julia Ward 
Howe), 1st place; Elizabeth Loftus (The Stono Rebellion), 2nd place.

SENIOR GROUP PERFORMANCES: Bianca DiSanto, Joseph Clavin, 
Daniel Guarracino, Joseph Barry, Kaitlin Pagliaro (Dorthea Dix: A Voice for the 
Mad), 1st place.

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL DOCUMENTARIES: Allie Fisher (Salem Witch 
Trials), 2nd place.

SENIOR GROUP DOCUMENTARIES: Rachel Carnicelli, Libby Hemler, 
Courtney Sigler, Lucie Loftus (Beauty is only Cement Deep), 1st place; Erin Tully, 
Diana Nguyen, Nicole Massaro, Christine Molitoris, Sophie Lutz (A Revolt 
Against a Revolution: The Radical Reaction of the Molly Maguires), 3rd place.

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL WEBSITE: Giorgina Heanue (The Sons of Liberty), 
2nd place.

SENIOR GROUP WEBSITE: Colleen Deignan and Caitlin Kennedy 
(The Beat Generation: Penning Revolutionary Reform in American Literature), 2nd 
place; Eric Cross, Alex Ponti, Hannah Forsyth (Progressivism: The Dawn of 
Conservation), 3rd place.

THE WINNERS OF THE 2012 AMERICAN LEGION AUxILIARY POST #420 
ESSAY CONTEST ARE: 

9TH-10TH GRADE:  11TH-12TH GRADE:
Chris Plevinsky (1st place)  Cailin Potami (1st place)
Mackenzie Sellers (2nd place) Hannah Forsyth (2nd place)
Courtney Dempsey (3rd place) Eric Cross (3rd place)

Grant Kempski
Addison Lauver
Sean Longson
Alexa Roma

Raymond Sanzi
Thomas Scully
John Thompson
Erin Tully
Steven Williams

JUNIORS:
Mark Barnaba, Jr.
Joseph Brown
Joseph Clavin
Bianca DiSanto
Matthew Fulponi
Daniel Guarracino
Jennifer Hoffman

Jonathan Jensen
Angeline Lonardi
Labrea Maldonado
Michael McGovern
Kelly McNaughton
Sara Miller

James Press
Matthew Pugliese
Timothy Robbins
Allison Scott
Conor Surgeoner
Morgan True
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By Lucie Loftus ’12

The latest religious jargon to hit the halls 
of McDevitt is “Kairos”, a new student retreat 
format that had its beginnings at McDevitt in 
February 2011. Since its inception, four retreats 
have been held at Mariawald Retreat Center in 
Reading during four-day weekends. Only open to 
Juniors and Seniors, the retreat has already made 
a huge impact on the students and teachers who 
participated.

Kairos literally means “God’s Time”; a 
time when each member of the retreat grows 
closer to God through prayer, reflection and 
various talks. The retreat 
helps an individual focus 
on the message of God in 
a person’s heart and how 
God provides a plan for 
everyday life.

Crusaders enter the 
retreat sometimes very 
unsure and insecure in their 
relationship with God, but 
as the days pass, a life-
changing impact is realized. 
Pure joy is etched on the 
faces of the students when 
they mention the retreat 
experience. One quickly notices the effect that 
the students have discovered in a recharging of 
God’s love in their lives.

Each activity throughout the weekend held 
me in awe as I witnessed my friends and fellow 
student’s faithfulness to the Lord. As a student 
leader I watched as each retreat member applied 
their heart and religious spirit to whatever 
activity was on the agenda. Personal faith grew in 
ways they never expected due to the opening of 
their hearts. 

One retreat member, Rachel Carnicelli 
states:

I had no inclination of the incredible journey 
on which I was about to embark. I knew some of my 
friends were going, and I honestly was just looking 
forward to an escape from the stresses of my senior 
year. But my Kairos was so much more than that. It 
caused me to look at myself, my relationship with 
people and, most importantly, my relationship with 
God. Being surrounded by people who care, and 
want the absolute best for you is more than amazing 
– it’s unbelievable. I learned to look past a person’s 
reputation and bad decisions to see them as who they 
were to God. Every person deserves the opportunity to 
be more than a rumor. That is something that will stay 
with me forever.

The friendships made at Kairos are some 
of the strongest friendships ever forged. Rooted 
in God, our relationships are about giving rather 
than taking. We got on the bus on Thursday to 
travel to the retreat and returned on Sunday very 
different people. We look the same, talk the same 
and maybe even act the same, but our hearts were 
changed. The true bond of Kairos and God in our 
lives may be unexplainable, but we share the peace 
and joy of our hearts with all.
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spiritualLife

KaiROs
“Let go and Let God!”

“Always Live the 4th!”
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ChRIstIAN seRvICe CLub
Spring has showered the Christian Service Club with a number of activities. 

For 5 Mondays during the Lenten season, our volunteers assisted Our Lady of 
the Blessed Sacrament Parish with their Easter Egg project, making dozens and 
dozens of cream eggs, peanut butter eggs, and coconut cream eggs. Students 
also labeled bags, packaged eggs, and even had the opportunity to sample a few 
of the goodies.

In March our members could be found at the Central PA Food Bank, where 
they helped sort, re-package, and re-shelve various food products.

April took us back to Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament to assist with 
their annual Yard Sale, while twenty-one Junior and Senior members spent April 
20 participating in the annual United Way Youth Day of Caring. Teaming up with 
United Way volunteers and a representative from the Capital Area Greenbelt 
Association, our students spent the day working along the Paxtang Parkway 
mulching and clearing large areas of trees and undergrowth. Although it was 
heavy and very demanding work, the students said they actually enjoyed their 
labors!

McDevItt stuDeNt’s CoMMuNIty seRvICe ReCogNIzeD
Katye Trexler ’13 was named a Distinguished Finalist in the 2012 Prudential 

Spirit of Community Awards in Pennsylvania. In addition, the amount of time 
she has spent volunteering was also recognized with the President’s Volunteer 
Award. The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards is a nationwide program 
that honors young people for outstanding acts of volunteerism. She is one 
of eight other Pennsylvania students that were recognized as Distinguished 
Finalists. Katye founded “Katye’s Helping Hands” and has donated stuffed 

animals and blankets to more than 500 “hero” children whose law enforcement 
and fire fighter parents have been killed in the line of duty. Kayte, whose 
father is a police chief, raised more than $15,000 through individual donations, 
motorcycle run events and art auctions to support the project. For more 
information about “Katye’s Helping Hands” visit her website at www.
katyeshelpinghands.com.

PRo-LIfe CLub
This year approximately 45 students and faculty from Bishop McDevitt 

attended the Pro-Life March in Washington, D.C.  On Sunday evening before the 
March, they gathered in the quiet hallways of McD to get to know each other 
better before the trip on Monday. Activities included a prayer service, games, a 
movie and of course, lots of food. The boys spent the night in room 204 and the 
girls, 202. Everyone was well rested for the trip ahead! In D.C. on Monday they 
met other groups from the diocese and walked the March with them.

February was Chastity Awareness Month. The Pro-Life Club made posters 
that were displayed throughout the school, and on Valentine’s Day there was a 
Pro-Life table set up in the cafeteria, with stickers, brochures, and bookmarks 
for chastity awareness. This year the Club highlighted reclaiming virginity as well. 
Pro-Life Club continued to serve at the Cathedral Soup Kitchen and Morning 
Star Pregnancy.

March was about promoting awareness through our annual t–shirt sale. 
This year the students sold 135 shirts to other students, faculty, administrators 
and staff. The Club is always grateful for the support of this sale which is run to 
benefit St. Joan of Arc youth group. Our students benefit by wearing jeans with 
the shirt on National Pro Life T-shirt Day in April.

April brought a “baby shower” meeting in honor of the unborn baby that 
each member spiritually adopted in September. Students filled baby bottles 

donated from Morning Star Pregnancy Center with loose change as their 
“gift”.  A friend of McDevitt and a former volunteer with Morning Star, Mrs. 
Betsy Schaedler, spoke to the group about the importance of their mission. She 
stressed the need for understanding and the importance of compassion in life. 

The Pro-Life Club attended a retreat at Mount St. Mary’s University. 
Approximately twenty five students qualified to attend by staying active 
throughout the entire year. The retreat included: Mass; Mrs. Finnerty, a 
speaker whose focus was the Catholic family; lunch; a walk to the Grotto, with 
a short prayer service; followed by free time. This retreat is always a favorite 
among the students. This year was no exception. 

In May, the officers for the 2012-2013 school year were elected. 

ServiceCommunity

If you happened to visit the Fort Hunter Garden Faire the first Sunday 
in May, you may have seen some of our members assisting with the children’s 
activities. Then on May 8 we presented a “Formal Wear Fashion Show” for the 
residents of the Colonial Park Care Center. The girls modeled their Prom gowns 
and the guys (yes, we had a number of male students who graciously volunteered 
to participate) sported the latest looks in menswear. “Oohs” and “Ahhs” could 
be heard as our students paraded around the room, looking very debonair! We 
finished the year with our annual Flower Planting activity to serve the senior 
residents of Pheasant Hill Retirement Community.

We are very proud of our members’ response to community needs as they 
continue to give selflessly of their time , thereby echoing Our Lord’s words, “. ..as 
long as you did it for one of these, the least of my brethren, you did it for me.”



BoWling
The bowling team continues to build a reputable program under Coach 
Cyndi Kirkpatrick. Team leaders and high scorers throughout the season 
were Danielle Koury ’12, Matt Hare ’12, Emily Wicker ’13, and Eric Smith ’15. 
Danielle Koury ’12 highlighted the season with a District III bowling appearance 
along with the support of teammates Lucas Liberacki ’12, Grant Kempski ’12, 
Kristen Eisenberger ’13, Matt Hare ’12, Thomas Meinert ’14 and John Clark ’14.
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WresTling
The wrestling program continues to build under head coach Scott Lindsey. 
This season the team recorded its first Mid-Penn divisional win over East 
Pennsboro, marking the first divisional win since 1979. The program also 
has produced a solid youth program in the  elementary schools. The team 
competed at the Governor Mifflin, Mt. Carmel, Northern Lebanon and Juniata 
Valley tournaments. It also hosted the 2nd Annual David Costabile Duals at 
Bishop McDevitt in January. The following boys contributed to the success 
of the program this season: Jake Phillips ’15, David Pipa ’15, Marcel Lawson 
’15, Terrence White ’14, Tarajae Scott ’13, John Bircher ’13, Garrett Villar ’15, 
Marco Navarro ’14, Greg Artis-Payne ’15 and Myles Webb ’13. The team was 
highlighted by the performances of Terrence White ’14 and David Pipa ’15 as 
both qualified for the District III AA Tournament after a competitive Sectional 
AA Tournament. Overall, White placed 3rd in AA at 113lbs and made it 
through the tough AA Regional Bracket to become Bishop McDevitt’s first 
state PIAA qualifier in many years. The entire team was underclassmen and 
that gives Coach Lindsey many positive signs moving forward, along with the 
strong youth program that has been developed.

sWimming
The swimming team has been a positive mainstay in the athletic department 
under Coach Milvana Ban. The program was highlighted by a girls’ team record 
of 4-2, which was good for second place in the Mid Penn Keystone Division. The 
following members medaled at the Northern Polar Bear Plunge: Amy Gifford 
’12, Hannah Brown ’14, Emma Tressler ’15, Lindsay Chimel ’12, Derek Davis ’14, 
Joe Brown ’13, Neil Grover ’12, and Naeem Khan ’15. The following swimmers 
qualified for the AA District III Swimming Tournament: Shaun Weber ’12, Evan 
Weber ’13, Anthony Pompei ’14, Seth Delp ’15, Derek Davis ’14, Neil Grover 

’12, Brooke Plevinsky ’12, Danielle Balint ’14, Courtney Dempsey ’14, Alyssa 
Massaro ’14, Gabby Licata ’15, and Alanna Powers ’15. At the AA District 
Championships school swimming records were broken by Brooke Plevinsky ’12 
in the 50 free, 100 fly by Alyssa Massaro ’14, 200 Free relay by Alyssa Massaro 
’14, Brooke Plevinsky ’12, Courtney Dempsey ’14, Danielle Balint ’14 and 100 
back Shaun Weber ’12. Overall medal winners were the following: Alyssa 
Massaro ’14, Brooke Plevinsky ’12, Alanna Powers ’15, Courtney Dempsey ’14, 
Shaun Weber ’12, Anthony Pompei ’14, Evan Weber ’13 and Seth Delp ’15.

Winter



noaH spence '12 will be attending 
Ohio State University in the fall. Noah received the 
following awards this year:

▲  2011 Under-Armour All-American

▲  2011 Patriot News Big 11 All-Star

▲  2011 Mid Penn Keystone  
 Division DE First Team All-Star

▲  Tom Lemming/Max Preps  
 National Player of the Year

▲  PA Gatorade Player of the Year

▲  Sportsrecruiters.com  
 PA Co-Player of the Year 

▲  Maxwell Club National  
 Player of the Year 

▲  PA Sportswriters  
 First Team AAA All-State DE 

ice Hockey
This past season the Crusader club ice hockey team joined membership with 
the Susquehanna Indians. The team was led by sophomore Bobby Zwigart ’14 
who led the team in goals. Zwigart posted a record performance of 8 goals in 
a single game early in the season and later represented the team in the all-star 
game.

indoor Track & Field
The club sport of indoor track & field continues to see increased team 
membership as the winter team had over 50 participants this season under 
the leadership of head coach Tommy Mealy. The team attended invitationals 
at Lebanon Valley College, Susquehanna University and Lehigh University. On 
the boys’ side, top performances were seen by sprinters Miles Williams ’12, 
Nate Showalter ’13, Mark Caruso ’14, Ja’Quan Jones ’12, Rashad Lawson ’14, 
Marcus Gray ’15 and Tyrone Gibson ’15. Top jumpers were Anthony Shingara 
’12 and Khairi Potter ’12. Josh Lincoln ’12 was the top distance performer 
along with Kevin Smith ’12 and Matt Schopfer ’13. On the girls’ side, impressive 
performances and leadership came from seniors Ieisha Jackson ’12, Jayme 

Olson ’12, Brianna Davis ’12, Danielle Ford 
’12, and Adriana Vukmanic ’12 along with pole 
vaulters Rikka Olson ’13 and Emily Wicker ’13. 
The young sprint crew of Kameko Webb ’13, 
Cheyenne Johnson ’13, Sara Esayas ’14, Imani 
Crowder ’13, Rachel Pitman ’15 and Tesia 
Kempski ’15 also placed at indoor meets. The 
indoor team continues to be a bridge to the 
success of the outdoor track & field seasons.
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Boys BaskeTBall
The boys’ basketball team continues to grow and flourish under the direction 
of Coach Jeff Hoke. The team finished the season at 14-11, which includes 
a record of 8-6 and 3rd place finish in the tough Mid Penn Commonwealth 
Division. Senior Aaron DeVan ’12 finished out a great career earning 1st Team 
Mid Penn Commonwealth All-Star and Patriot News Big 15 honors. DeVan 
finished with a career total of 1,331 points. Fellow seniors DJ Polacheck 
’12, Jordan Brooks ’12, Kyle Green ’12, and Ja’quan Johnson ’12 led the 
team throughout the season that included signature victories over CD East, 
Chambersburg and Cumberland Valley. The team qualified for the AAA 
District III Tournament for the third consecutive season as the #9 seed and 
earned a first round victory over Lancaster Catholic before eventually falling 
to Greencastle-Antrim.

girls BaskeTBall
The girls’ basketball program began a new era under Coach Jack Messenger. 
A step forward this season was restoring the girls’ freshman program which 
finished the season 8-4. The JV team was also a bright spot with a record of 
13-5. Leading the team was senior guard Kelsie Maloney ’12 who earned 2nd 
Team Mid Penn Commonwealth All-Star and Patriot News Big 15 honors for 
the second consecutive season. Fellow seniors Ieisha Jackson ’12, Emily Purcell 
’12, Jackie Jones ’12, Hailey Spangler ’12 and Sarah White ’12 also contributed 
to team efforts. Jackie Jones ’12 led the team in 3-point field goals and junior 
center Sylvia Stuart ’13 led the team in blocked shots and rebounds. 

Spring sports and highlights will be published in the  
Fall 2012 Issue of the Twin Towers.
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FBla
The 2012 Future Business Leaders of America State Leadership 

Conference took place at the Hershey Lodge and Convention Center on 
April 16th and April 17th.  Over 3,800 FBLA members from across the 

Picture below of all attendees from left to right: Lucas Liberacki ’12, Syed Tahir ’12, Bob McEwee ’12, Libby 
Hemler ’12, Andrew Desmond ’12, Jessica Mannix ’12, Kelsey Stoner ’12, Caleigh Noss ’13 Bob McElwee ’12 (left) and Syed Tahir ’12

2nd annual mini-THon 
By Erin Tully '12

On February 11, 2012, Bishop McDevitt High School 
hosted its second annual Mini-Thon in support of the Four 
Diamonds Fund. The Four Diamonds Fund is a foundation in 
Pennsylvania created by the parents of a young cancer patient 
named Christopher Millard in 1972. The fund was named 
after a story Chris had written just before he died of cancer. 
Now, the Four Diamond Funds supports the families of 
children with cancer as well as cancer research. Chaired by 
Mrs. Lee, Erin Tully, Colleen Deignan, Nicole Massaro, Jordan 
Sallinger, and the rest of student council, the event was a 
huge success for the McDevitt community as well as all of the 
families who benefit from the Four Diamonds Fund. 

With the help of many generous sponsors and Crusader families, the Mini-
Thon event raised over $12,575 for the Four Diamonds Fund, nearly doubling 
last year’s profit. More than 300 crusader students and faculty attended the event, 
which was filled with music, games, food, and competition. Two special keynote 
speakers attended the Mini-Thon including McDevitt graduate and Four Diamonds 
Board member, Conor Moran, as well as Crusader parent Ed Marsico, whose son 
Owen receives the loving support of the Four Diamonds Fund. In a shocking upset, 
the freshmen dodge ball team, the “Blazing Schaedlers” won the second annual 
dodge ball tournament, concluding the night. 

Unique to this year’s Mini-Thon was the donation of hair to Locks of 
Love. Locks of Love is a non-profit organization dedicated to making wigs 
for underprivileged children who have lost their hair to illnesses such as 
cancer and alopecia. More than thirty girls raised money and grew out 
their hair to be donated to Locks of Love. Several boys also joined in the 
fun by raising money for the Four Diamonds to have their hair buzzed at 
the event. Three kind-hearted hair-dressers generously donated their time 
and talents to cut these students’ hair that night. For more information 
regarding the Four Diamonds Fund and this year’s Mini-Thon, visit the 
McDevitt News page on Facebook. Next year will surely be an even greater 
success. 

state attended the conference.  Eight FBLA members from Bishop McDevitt 
attended the conference.  Congratulations to Bob McElwee and Syed Tahir 
for finishing 8th in the category of Banking and Financial Systems.

notebookcrusader
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FrencH cluB
By Sara Miller ’13

Always looking for something fun to do, the 
French Club has had an exciting year.  Starting 
out in September, the club got together to enjoy 
Rita’s Italian Ice and talk about the upcoming 
events for the year.  Everyone in the French Club 
loves parties and, of course, food! We celebrated 
Halloween complete with decorations and a few 
in costume. For Christmas, thanks to Jacques 
Kuniega, we enjoyed a traditional holiday cake, 
a bûche de Noël. Délicieux! And for Mardi Gras 
we celebrated with the typical mardi gras French 
dish, crêpes with a variety of fillings, and the New 
Orleans dessert, a king cake. Jacques found the 
surprise token and was elected the King of Mardi 
Gras. Vive le roi!

The French Club also tries to help 
others.  This year we donated money to the flood 
victims in our community and collected food for a 
local food bank to help feed the hungry. We also 
created a breakfast basket for the McDevitt Blue-
Gold Gala, so be sure to look for it there.

On April 25, we headed up to New York 
to see the musical, Memphis, which was 
great.  Everyone had a blast touring the city, 
shopping, partaking of the variety of food choices 
in the Big Apple, and cannot wait for the field trip 
next year.  

Bonnes vacances!! 

spanisH cluB
The Spanish Club went on an exciting trip 

to New York City at the end of February. In the 
morning, students saw a dramatic interpretation 
of Don Quijote at El Repertorio Theater. 
In the afternoon, students experienced the 
food and shops at Times’ Square. In March, 
the Foreign Language Department celebrated 
World Language Week. Students had the 
opportunity to participate in an international 
luncheon and a trilingual mass. Father Acri 
surprised everyone by delivering his homily in 
Spanish! The department also held the annual 
T-shirt competition, with the theme of “Famous 
International People.” Students chose their 
favorite foreign athlete, movie star, politician, or 
artist and designed a T-shirt about that person. 
Language classes took part in trivia games and 
other cultural activities.

spring musical: 
THorougHly  
modern millie

Thoroughly Modern Millie, McDevitt’s 
final musical at its current location, captivated 
audiences with the catchy tunes and lively 
taps of the Roaring Twenties on April 20 - 22, 
2012. Under the direction of Sally Keaveney, 
the McDevitt cast garnered four Apollo Award 
nominations, including Outstanding Dance 
Number for “Thoroughly Modern Millie,” 
Outstanding Student Orchestra, Outstanding 
Supporting Actress for Angeline Lonardi, and 
Outstanding Lead Actress for Kaitlin Pagliaro. 
The show also received an Honorable Mention 
for Best Musical. The Apollo Awards were 
held Sunday, May 20 at the Hershey Theatre. 
Kaitlin Pagliaro '13 won the Apollo Award for 
Outstanding Lead Actress. Congratulations!
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FulFilling the Promise  An Interview on the Progress and Plans for the New Bishop McDevitt High School By Jen Reed, The Catholic Witness

On April 25, 2012, The Catholic Witness sat 
down with Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Mary Anne 
Bednar, Principal of Bishop McDevitt High School in 
Harrisburg, to talk about the construction progress, 
Capital Campaign and planned opening for the new 
high school being built on Spring Creek Road in Lower 
Paxton Township.

From her office at the current high school, located 
on Market Street in Harrisburg, Sister Mary Anne spoke 
about the school’s mission and spirituality, and about the 
anticipated move to the new state-of-the-art facility in 
January 2013.

The transcript of the interview is printed here. 
For additional information about Bishop McDevitt 
High School, the construction progress and the Capital 
Campaign, contact the school at 717-236-7973 or visit 
www.bishopmcdevitt.org.The campus, to be built on 
87 acres on Spring Creek Road in Lower Paxton Twp., 
will hav

Q: Provide an update on the 
construction of the new school 
and how that is progressing.

A: The project is progressing rapidly. It has been 
a good winter weather-wise, so we are fairly close to 
schedule. Last year, on April 14, we broke ground. Here 
we are a year later, and the progress is amazing. We had 
a tour on-site on April 24 and had the opportunity to 
walk through the building. There is much work yet to be 
done, but it is coming along. 

Q: What makes this new facility 
unique, as far as its features?

A: We are moving from seven acres where we are 
landlocked to 87 acres where we will have plenty of 
space. The academic wing will house a state-of-the-art 
educational facility with ample classroom space, a media 
center, computer labs, and faculty planning centers. 
At the center of the building will be our chapel. This 
is appropriate since our faith and belief in Jesus Christ 
is the center of all we do. Our chapel in the current 
building seats approximately 30 people. The new chapel 
will hold 120 people.

The new school will have a 1,200-seat auditorium. 
This will be new for us since we don’t have an 
auditorium in our present building. We recently held 
the spring musical, and I could not help but picture this 
taking place a year down the road in the new facility. 
It is amazing what we do with the space that we have. 
All our shows, concerts and assemblies take place in 
the gym. When we celebrate Mass, chairs are set up 
on the gym floor. It’s not the most conducive way for 
celebrating the Sacred Liturgy, but our students and 
faculty do a wonderful job in transforming the gym into 
a sacred space. The new auditorium will provide a much 
improved atmosphere.

Ample student parking, faculty parking, and event 
parking will be a plus on the new campus. We presently 
have approximately 50 spaces for student parking which 
are assigned by way of a lottery for seniors only. Parking 
for students will not be limited. We will have the ability 
to hold all activities and sports on campus. 

Q: When do you anticipate 
moving into the new school, and 
how will the transition occur?

A: Substantial completion is set for the end of 
November, 2012. Most furniture will be new, so once 
the building is handed over, delivery of equipment and 
furniture will take place. We anticipate making the move 
into the building over Christmas vacation. The faculty 
will have time during the week after New Year’s to 
acclimate themselves to the new facility and set up the 
classrooms. The following week, we’ll do a staggered 
re-entry for the students. It will be like beginning school 
again. We anticipate bringing freshmen and sophomores 
in one day, and juniors and seniors another day. This will 
allow us to orient two classes at a time, assigning new 
lockers, distributing revised schedules, and familiarizing 
the students with the building.

In anticipation of that, we will begin school a week 
earlier than normal this fall, on the 20th of August. That 
will allow an extra week in January. 

The faculty has been working on the transition. 
Each department has been asked to identify and provide 
a list of items that will need to be moved. Students will 
be asked to take their books, but resource materials 
will need to be packed and moved. 

Q: Will there be a final event 
to close the current school, and 
an opening ceremony at the new 
school building?

A: We haven’t finalized those, but yes. What we 
anticipate with our students is having a celebration as 
we close for Christmas vacation. There are a number 
of events that are in the works for alumni. Events are 
also being planned for the opening of the new campus. 
We anticipate next year be a year of celebration for the 
McDevitt Family.

Q: Will activities at the new 
school begin as soon as the 
students occupy the new building?
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FulFilling the Promise  An Interview on the Progress and Plans for the New Bishop McDevitt High School By Jen Reed, The Catholic Witness

A: All sports and extra-curricular activities will 
take place at the present location until we occupy the 
new building. There have been rumors that we are going 
to play football in the new stadium this fall; that will not 
happen. We are scheduled to complete our football 
games here. For basketball, part of the season will be 
played here, and when we move and open, games will 
be played in the new facility. All the sports and activities 
will go on as usual during the transition.

Q: Give an update on the Capital 
Campaign, such as where it stands 
and how people can contribute to 
it.

A: We have, to date, raised around $14 million. 
We are very grateful to all of our alumni, families, and 
friends who have donated. It has been challenging to 
conduct a Capital Campaign in the economic climate 
that has existed for the last several years.

The next few months, between now and when we 
move, is a critical time for the campaign. It’s a relatively 
short window of opportunity for us to bring home the 
importance of this project and our ability to pay for it. 
We need the support of all of our alumni and friends. 

There are many creative ways of giving that are 
being offering to our donors. No matter how large 
or small the donation, we are grateful for the support 
of this most important project. Anyone who wishes 
to help is asked to contact Cheri Comasco in the 
Advancement Office or to contact me directly at the 
school (717-236-7973).

One creative way you can help out is by 
“purchasing” a gym locker or auditorium chair in the 
new school. There will be a very limited number of 
lockers and chairs available, so please contact Cheri 
Comasco at 717-236-7973 ext 400 for more information 
and to reserve yours now!

Q: What is the status regarding 
future use of the current school 
facility on Market Street? And, 
what will be incorporated from 
the current school into the new 
one?

A: Interest in the Market Street building has 
been steady. Our hope is that its future use will be 
something that will benefit the community. This is 
a building that has served the community well, has 
served this area of the city for many years. Our 
hope is that in the future it will be used to serve the 
community as well.  

There are a number of items here that are 
of special significance to the McDevitt family. For 
example, there is a statue of the Blessed Mother that 
was given by the Class of 1939, and it has a prominent 
place here in our main hall. That statue, and others, 
will be going with us to the new school. We have 
designs on the side of the gym stage. These also will 
be moved. The honor and memorial bricks located at 
the front entrance of the Market Street building will 
have a prominent place in the front of the new building. 
There are many items that we are taking with us, most 
important is the McDevitt spirit. 

Q: How many students can the 
new school accommodate, and 
how can prospective students 
enroll at Bishop McDevitt High 
School?

A: The new school is being built for 950 students. 
The plan is that over the next couple of years, we will 
grow our enrollment to capacity. Increased enrollment 
is critical to our success. 

If there is anyone who is interested in applying, 
it is important to note that, especially for next year, 
they need to apply now. It is going to be very difficult, 
once staffing and the master schedule are in place, to 
increase enrollment by any significant amount mid-year. 
The numbers are looking good for next year, so we 
anticipate an increase. I feel confident that we’re going 
to be able to fill the school to capacity.

We believe we have a solid academic program. 
Traditionally, 95 percent or better of our graduates go 
on to post-secondary education. 

Our tuition rate for next year for a single Catholic 
student is $5,300. The actual cost for educating a 
student is close to $7,000, so all of our students, in 
reality, receive aid or scholarship. That difference 
between actual cost and tuition charged is made up 
through fund-raising. We have a number of students 

who apply for financial assistance every year. This 
past year, we gave out close to half a million dollars in 
financial assistance based solely on need.

We have a broad range of students here. 
We’re diverse in so many ways, and one of them is 
socioeconomically. We have some families who can 
easily afford this education, and we have others who 
really struggle just to put food on the table. We’re 
willing to work with families who really want this faith-
based education for their son or daughter. 

Q: In a time when school 
districts are cutting budgets and 
programs, how is Bishop McDevitt 
High School able to continue 
to provide a quality Catholic 
education?

A: What immediately pops into my mind is the 
Parable of the Loaves and Fish. The Apostles brought 
a few loaves and some fish to Jesus and he fed the 
multitude. I think our Catholic schools have done that 
traditionally over the years. We’ve done a lot with a 
little. I think it’s indicative of Catholic education in our 
country, and certainly in our diocese. 

We believe strongly in the mission of Bishop 
McDevitt High School. We have many, many dedicated 
alumni and friends. We have teachers and staff who go 
above and beyond, day-in and day-out. It’s not about the 
pay they are receiving; it’s about their commitment to 
the mission of the school. It’s a mission that has been in 
existence since the foundation of Harrisburg Catholic 
High in 1918.

Bishop Philip McDevitt saw the mission of Catholic 
High as providing a quality Catholic education to anyone 
from our area who wished to come. That is the same 
mission that Bishop McDevitt High School has today. 

Q: How important is it to carry 
that mission into the new high 
school facility?

A: It is critical. Our education is a faith-based 
education. We teach the values and the precepts of our 
Catholic faith. This is so important, especially in this day 
and age. It is our desire to carry out this great work of 
providing a well-rounded, quality, Catholic education for 
the young men and women of our area for many years 
to come. 



FulFIllIng the PromIse cIrcle
The Rocco ’50 and Nancy Ortenzio Foundation $ 4,000,000.00

dIAmond cIrcle
Founders’ Society
Alexander R. ’60 and Delorose A. Foster ’60 Szeles $ 1,250,000.00
Carmen J. ’65 and Tonia E. Stivale ’73 Finestra $ 1,000,000.00
Robert L. ’63 and Maria Luddy $ 1,000,000.00
The Robert and Angela DiMartile '78 Ortenzio  
     Family Foundation $ 1,000,000.00

Leaders’ Society
Anonymous $ 725,000.00 

Director’s Society
Anonymous $ 500,000.00
Gregory A. Brown ’46 Estate and Family $ 250,000.00
John T. ’60 and Eleanor Barrow ’61 Fogarty $ 250,000.00
Robert A. ’65 and Linda A. Sansone ’66 Pugliese $ 250,000.00
The Schaedler Family $ 250,000.00  

gold cIrcle
Benefactors
Kathryn M. Kaufhold ’28 Estate $ 225,000.00  
Joanne M. Judge, Esq. ’70 $ 150,000.00
PNC Foundation $ 150,000.00
Brian J. ’81 and Margaret Petroski ’80 Szeles $ 150,000.00
Doug W. ’75 and Cindy Bader $ 100,000.00
Steven P. and Tanya M. Dayton $ 100,000.00
Robert J. ’61 and Ellen M. Dietz $ 100,000.00
The Mimnagh Family $ 100,000.00
Mount St. Mary’s University $ 100,000.00
Frank J. Nemshick, III ’80 $ 100,000.00
Harry C. Nye, III and Buck Nye ’90 and the  
      H.C. Nye Co. $ 100,000.00

Associates
Anonymous $ 50,000.00
Joseph K. Chiara ’66 $ 50,000.00
Ron and Kathie Drnevich $ 50,000.00
Jacqueline Lewis ’64 Hendrie $ 50,000.00
Dr. Greg H. ’63 and Susan Kadel $ 50,000.00
Michael M. Paese ’85 $ 50,000.00
Jack ’53 and Novene Schupp ’53 Sandherr and Family $ 50,000.00

sIlver cIrcle
Patrons
Honorable LeRoy S. Zimmerman $ 41,000.00
Thomas G. Paese ’75 $ 40,000.00
Anonymous $ 30,000.00
Michael G. Musser, II ’87 $ 30,000.00
Anonymous $ 25,000.00
Dr. Bridget F. Berich and Dr. Glenn L. Carnicelli $ 25,000.00
Dr. Michael D. ’84 and Tricia Bosak $ 25,000.00
Carl and Cheri Comasco $ 25,000.00
John and Maria Lio ’77 DiSanto $ 25,000.00

Richard W. Esser ’60 $ 25,000.00
Robert C. Grubic ’69 $ 25,000.00
Joseph V. ’87 and Michelle Friel ’89 Guerrisi $ 25,000.00
Holy Spirit Health System - Sisters of Christian Charity $ 25,000.00
Joanne M. Kopanoff ’49 Kambic $ 25,000.00
Reverend George J. Koychick ’40 $ 25,000.00
Judge Richard A. Lewis ’65 $ 25,000.00
Diane, Meghan '06, Mark '08, and Kelly '13 McNaughton $ 25,000.00
Noll Financial Services (Tim Noll ’60) $ 25,000.00
William ’82 and Deborah Parker $ 25,000.00
Michael ’86 and Denise Good ’86 Perloski $ 25,000.00
Kenneth L. Ewell and The Graham Company $ 25,000.00

Mentors
Joseph A. and Deborah Curcillo $ 20,500.00
Reverend John A. Acri ’52 $ 20,000.00
Paul J. ’81 and Joanne R. Navarro $ 20,000.00
Charles E. Schmidt, Jr. ’65 $ 20,000.00
Ron M. ’96 and Dr. Beth Campbell ’96 Hetrick $ 15,000.00
Kevin D. ’93 Hussey $ 15,000.00
Regina “Gigi” Luto ’67 $ 15,000.00
Kristin E. Hussey ’91 Zisson $ 15,000.00
Joseph A. and Pamela S. Dougher $ 10,080.00
Kerry Mekeal ’62 Perretta $ 10,080.00
Dr. Desmond J. and Madeline C. Reilly $ 10,080.00
Tracy M. Shull ’83 $ 10,080.00
Robert J. and Karen M. Sutsko $ 10,080.00
Edward F. and Rosemary A. Spreha $ 10,030.00
Reverend Neil S. Sullivan ’86 $ 10,030.00
Anonymous $ 10,000.00
Samuel M. Barbush ’80 $ 10,000.00
Dr. Edward C. and Crystal Brennan $ 10,000.00
Joe J. and JoAnn Brown $ 10,000.00
Thomas R. and MaryAnn DeAngelis $ 10,000.00
John E. DeGidio $ 10,000.00
John ’81 and Michelle Duggan $ 10,000.00
Reverend John T. Euker ’59 $ 10,000.00
Amy Campbell ’98 Fuchs $ 10,000.00
Rudolph B. Gornik ’61 $ 10,000.00
William R. ’73 and Elizabeth Grace $ 10,000.00
Glen L. and Jane Hair $ 10,000.00
Dr. Paul G. and Christina Lacey $ 10,000.00
David J. LaTorre ’88 $ 10,000.00
John F. Michtich ’62 and Karen D. Cockley $ 10,000.00
Conor P. Moran ’98 $ 10,000.00
Robert J. and Susan Mrazik $ 10,000.00
Dr. Timothy W. and Kathy H. Palmer $ 10,000.00
Dr. William E. Pease ’43 $ 10,000.00
Thomas T. ’85 and Nicole D’Oro Posavec $ 10,000.00
George M. ’66 and Theresa M. Schu $ 10,000.00
Leonard and Susan M. Lewis ’69 Shebosky $ 10,000.00
Reverend Charles R. Slough '48 $ 10,000.00
Anne M. Thomas ’41 Estate $ 10,000.00
William T. and Lori L. Tully $ 10,000.00

Capital  Campaign 
Founding MeMbers
We are grateful to all who have supported our "Fulfilling the Promise" Campaign and in particular to the Founding Members who 
are listed below. Two donor boards will occupy prominent spots in the new building as a way of recognizing these individuals. 
One of these boards will list donors of $15,000 and above. A second board is reserved for the Principal's Mentoring Society 
($10,000). We currently have 30 members included in this group and would like to add 70 additional donors in the next six 
months to complete the board. For further information please contact, Sister Mary Anne Bednar or Cheri Comasco. Thank you.
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Richard W. Esser ’60 $ 25,000.00
Robert C. Grubic ’69 $ 25,000.00
Joseph V. ’87 and Michelle Friel ’89 Guerrisi $ 25,000.00
Holy Spirit Health System - Sisters of Christian Charity $ 25,000.00
Joanne M. Kopanoff ’49 Kambic $ 25,000.00
Reverend George J. Koychick ’40 $ 25,000.00
Judge Richard A. Lewis ’65 $ 25,000.00
Diane, Meghan '06, Mark '08, and Kelly '13 McNaughton $ 25,000.00
Noll Financial Services (Tim Noll ’60) $ 25,000.00
William ’82 and Deborah Parker $ 25,000.00
Michael ’86 and Denise Good ’86 Perloski $ 25,000.00
Kenneth L. Ewell and The Graham Company $ 25,000.00

Mentors
Joseph A. and Deborah Curcillo $ 20,500.00
Reverend John A. Acri ’52 $ 20,000.00
Paul J. ’81 and Joanne R. Navarro $ 20,000.00
Charles E. Schmidt, Jr. ’65 $ 20,000.00
Ron M. ’96 and Dr. Beth Campbell ’96 Hetrick $ 15,000.00
Kevin D. ’93 Hussey $ 15,000.00
Regina “Gigi” Luto ’67 $ 15,000.00
Kristin E. Hussey ’91 Zisson $ 15,000.00
Joseph A. and Pamela S. Dougher $ 10,080.00
Kerry Mekeal ’62 Perretta $ 10,080.00
Dr. Desmond J. and Madeline C. Reilly $ 10,080.00
Tracy M. Shull ’83 $ 10,080.00
Robert J. and Karen M. Sutsko $ 10,080.00
Edward F. and Rosemary A. Spreha $ 10,030.00
Reverend Neil S. Sullivan ’86 $ 10,030.00
Anonymous $ 10,000.00
Samuel M. Barbush ’80 $ 10,000.00
Dr. Edward C. and Crystal Brennan $ 10,000.00
Joe J. and JoAnn Brown $ 10,000.00
Thomas R. and MaryAnn DeAngelis $ 10,000.00
John E. DeGidio $ 10,000.00
John ’81 and Michelle Duggan $ 10,000.00
Reverend John T. Euker ’59 $ 10,000.00
Amy Campbell ’98 Fuchs $ 10,000.00
Rudolph B. Gornik ’61 $ 10,000.00
William R. ’73 and Elizabeth Grace $ 10,000.00
Glen L. and Jane Hair $ 10,000.00
Dr. Paul G. and Christina Lacey $ 10,000.00
David J. LaTorre ’88 $ 10,000.00
John F. Michtich ’62 and Karen D. Cockley $ 10,000.00
Conor P. Moran ’98 $ 10,000.00
Robert J. and Susan Mrazik $ 10,000.00
Dr. Timothy W. and Kathy H. Palmer $ 10,000.00
Dr. William E. Pease ’43 $ 10,000.00
Thomas T. ’85 and Nicole D’Oro Posavec $ 10,000.00
George M. ’66 and Theresa M. Schu $ 10,000.00
Leonard and Susan M. Lewis ’69 Shebosky $ 10,000.00
Reverend Charles R. Slough '48 $ 10,000.00
Anne M. Thomas ’41 Estate $ 10,000.00
William T. and Lori L. Tully $ 10,000.00

Class of    PerCentage number

Class of 1922 0.00% 0/10

Class of 1923 0.00% 0/2

Class of 1924 0.00% 0/1

Class of 1925 0.00% 0/3

Class of 1926 0.00% 0/7

Class of 1927 0.00% 0/16

Class of 1928 16.67% 1/6

Class of 1929 0.00% 0/12

Class of 1930 0.00% 0/13

Class of 1931 0.00% 0/18

Class of 1932 6.67% 1/15

Class of 1933 0.00% 0/11

Class of 1934 0.00% 0/13

Class of 1935 0.00% 0/17

Class of 1936 15.79% 3/19

Class of 1937 3.45% 1/29

Class of 1938 0.00% 0/13

Class of 1939 19.05% 4/21

Class of 1940 7.69% 3/39

Class of 1941 28.00% 7/25

Class of 1942 8.70% 4/46

Class of 1943 22.86% 8/35

Class of 1944 6.82% 3/44

Class of 1945 8.11% 3/37

Class of 1946 20.41% 10/49

Class of 1947 11.84% 9/76

Class of 1948 15.31% 15/98

Class of 1949 5.63% 4/71

Class of 1950 15.07% 11/73

Class of 1951 5.79% 7/121

Class of 1952 40.38% 42/104

Class of 1953 9.52% 12/126

Class of    PerCentage number

Class of 1954 10.16% 13/128

Class of 1955 9.24% 11/119

Class of 1956 8.86% 14/158

Class of 1957 6.71% 10/149

Class of 1958 7.30% 10/137

Class of 1959 13.30% 31/233

Class of 1960 12.92% 35/271

Class of 1961 9.78% 27/276

Class of 1962 6.62% 20/302

Class of 1963 5.36% 15/280

Class of 1964 7.08% 30/424

Class of 1965 11.59% 54/466

Class of 1966 7.08% 26/367

Class of 1967 5.16% 19/368

Class of 1968 3.79% 12/317

Class of 1969 4.91% 16/326

Class of 1970 2.69% 9/334

Class of 1971 5.48% 16/292

Class of 1972 5.40% 15/278

Class of 1973 4.21% 11/261

Class of 1974 3.73% 10/268

Class of 1975 3.83% 10/261

Class of 1976 3.23% 9/279

Class of 1977 4.23% 12/284

Class of 1978 3.64% 10/275

Class of 1979 5.53% 14/253

Class of 1980 3.15% 7/222

Class of 1981 3.80% 9/237

Class of 1982 4.17% 9/216

Class of 1983 5.88% 12/204

Class of 1984 3.41% 7/205

Class of 1985 2.49% 5/201

Class of    PerCentage number

Class of 1986 2.69% 5/186

Class of 1987 3.91% 7/179

Class of 1988 1.88% 4/213

Class of 1989 1.05% 2/191

Class of 1990 0.00% 0/216

Class of 1991 1.16% 2/173

Class of 1992 1.53% 3/196

Class of 1993 1.88% 3/160

Class of 1994 1.37% 2/146

Class of 1995 3.03% 5/165

Class of 1996 6.08% 9/148

Class of 1997 0.68% 1/147

Class of 1998 3.09% 5/162

Class of 1999 2.45% 4/163

Class of 2000 1.68% 3/179

Class of 2001 0.00% 0/162

Class of 2002 1.81% 3/166

Class of 2003 1.16% 2/173

Class of 2004 1.72% 4/233

Class of 2005 0.00% 0/178

Class of 2006 0.55% 1/183

Class of 2007 1.59% 3/189

Class of 2008 0.53% 1/189

Class of 2009 0.65% 1/155

Class of 2010 0.00% 0/187

Class of 2011 0.00% 0/148

Class of 2012 0.00% 0/161

Class of 2013 0.00% 0/161

Class of 2014 0.00% 0/156

Class of 2015 0.00% 0/186

To date we have received gifts from 726 of our close to 15,000 alumnae, for a 4.90% giving rate. Listed below is the giving history 
by class. Many classes have been very supportive, and for this we are grateful. Our founder, Bishop Phillip R. McDevitt, worked 
tirelessly to provide a quality catholic education for the young men and women of the greater Harrisburg area. To continue to fulfill 
this mission established many years ago, we need the support of all of our alumnae. Please consider giving a gift to the Capital 
Campaign. Every gift, no matter the size, is important and will help us to reach our goal.

CaMpaign giving by Class
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total 4.90%    726/14,814



Patricia A. Husic ’82
By Marian Eiben’14

it has not even been one hundred years since women first received the 
right to vote in the United States by passing the Nineteenth Amendment to the 
Constitution. Since then, women have rapidly broken many milestones in the 
political and business worlds. They have worked their way through obstacles 
and hindrances, pulling themselves to heights never before imaginable to the 
people of America. Bishop McDevitt has been honored with 
having many powerful and determined women pass through 
our halls who are worthy of recognition; A particularly 
inspirational one being Patricia A. Husic. Having graduated 
from McDevitt in 1982, Patti went on to become one of the 
leading women in the banking world. Today, she is president 
and CEO of Centric Bank. She has put in many hours of hard 
work to become the person she is, and has never given up on 
what she feels she can accomplish. 

Patti first found her love for banking in our very own 
Bishop McDevitt. She signed up for accounting, thinking 
simply of her love for math, but not necessarily aimed 
towards a career in the subject. However, after completing 
the class, there was little doubt in her mind what she would 
be doing with her life. At McDevitt, Patti was involved in a 
large array of activities. Competitive swimming played a huge 
part in her young adulthood, contributing to the drive and 
determination that would be of aid to her later in life. Her 
parents also contributed to that drive, giving her the work 
ethic and integrity she has stuck to through and through. 
Patti’s versatility was prevalent throughout high school, as she enjoyed many 
activities such as peer counseling, color guard with the marching band, and 
National Honor Society. 

After leaving McDevitt, Patti took what she had learned in high school 
and continued forward towards the path she felt was right for her. Spending 
her first year at Loyola College in Maryland,, and then switching to Temple 
University soon after; Patti followed her heart towards her love of accounting 
and management information systems and decided on those areas as her 
majors. Landing a job after college, she went to work for a CPA firm in 
Mechanicsburg, Greenawalt & Company,primarily auditing financial institutions . 
Remaining there for five years, Patti slowly grew fascinated with the community 
banks she had been evaluating for so much time. In ’91, when one of their 
clients, Pennsylvania State Bank, offered her a position to spearhead the finance 
area, she jumped at the opportunity. Patti worked her way up to Senior VP and 
Chief Information Officer, and thoroughly enjoyed her time there. However, 
when the bank began to merge with another company, and the employee count 
grew to a larger size, Patti rethought her position there. Around that same 
time, a community bank owner and local entrepeneur, John Vartan, called Patti 
and asked her to meet with him to discuss an opportunity for her to work with 
him. He offered her a position as CFO and Chief Operating Officer, and she felt 
this would be a great new fit for her career. Some told Patti that she shouldn’t 
be so bold, jumping right into a small, individually owned bank, but she saw 
something in the Vartan Bank that caught her eye, and so she went for it. No 
one could hold her back when she truly believed in something. 

There were definite challenges while working at Vartan National. After 
John Vartan’s unfortunate passing, the bank went through a hard time, facing 
many of the struggles currently concerning the small businesses in our nation. 
Patti worked with John’s wife and son to rehabilitate the bank. During the fall 
of 2006, Patti and her 3 partners, entered into an agreement with the previous 

owners to acquire the financial institution. Patti and her 
team worked countless hours to bring the bank back to 
its former roots as a truly owned community bank. Many 
people told Patti that this was too ambitious of a project, 
even for her, but she never faltered once she set her mind 
to it. Patti wholeheartedly believes that there is no task that 
can’t be accomplished, if you’re willing to work for it. 

She certainly had her fair share of work in those first 
few months. Patti and her team worked countless hours to 
rehabilitate the bank . Starting over is hard for any business, 
and especially a community bank during that economic 
period. The group that was working towards this goal, 
however, had strong determination, and was not prepared 
to back down. They began by creating a fresh start, choosing 
the name Centric Bank as their own. The team and she 
created a plan on how to sell stock of this bank that had 
been through so much in its past years. It was a challenge, 
but one that Patti embraced to the fullest. In 58 days, the 
team sold twelve million dollars’ worth of stock to business 
owners and individuals in Dauphin and Cumberland County 

who believed in their vision for the new bank. . It was an exciting time for Patti, 
she remembers, looking back, and nerve-racking to say the least. Her friends 
and colleagues had strong faith in what she could accomplish, though, and 
helped her through it. With their help, and her team members, Centric began 
to rise and flourish in the midst of an economic downturn. 

Centric has thrived with Patti as their President and CEO, and risen to 
heights never before accomplished in its history. Holding true to its community 
bank core, Centric always forms a strong, personal relationship with its 
clients, a reflection of Patti herself. Her strong work ethic and passion for her 
job certainly shines through with every project she undertakes through the 
bank. This includes their newest project, Doctor Centric Bank, which deals 
specifically in the medical field. Its looks extremely promising, and with such a 
devoted woman at the front of the project, it’s sure to go far. 

Patti has worked her way up to be one of the most esteemed women in 
her field. Last year, she was humbled to be nominated as one of the 25 Women 
to Watch in Banking throughout the United States, an honor that certainly 
shows how far her hard work has brought her. It is not the first, and certainly 
not the last award that she will acquire as she moves forward into the future. 
As far as the world of banking goes, Patti hopes that more women will break 
into the line of work she has. She certainly is an inspiration to those young 
girls who are considering it. It’s extremely rewarding, Patti explained, to be 
able to work one on one with her clients and help them to realize their goals 
and dreams, as she gets to live hers. That’s essentially what she’s been working 
for all along. After all is said and done, for Patti, it’s about her clients, and 
reaching out to accomplish as much as she can in their lives. Centric Bank has 
been revolving around its client base from the very beginning, and with Patti in 
charge, that won’t be changing anytime soon. 

Patti is a proud mother of Sean, 22, who is also a graduate of Bishop 
McDevitt High School. She aspires to pass onto him the work ethic, integrity 
and discipline that her parents taught her. In addition, she also hopes that he will 
find his passion in life for his career and to live that dream. 
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When selecting my courses for senior year, I was excited to learn of a 
new class at Bishop McDevitt on banking. This new course not only offered me 
the opportunity to earn 6 college credits, but also to get real world knowledge 
of an industry in which I might work after obtaining an accounting degree.

Taking the course was a real eye opener as I quickly found that I had a 
great deal to learn about banking. Our teacher, Sister 
Christine, told us early on that she had arranged 
guest speakers throughout the year, and that these 
guest speakers would be alumni working in the 
banking industry. One of those speakers was Rory 
Ritrievi, class of 1981.

When Rory walked into our class that first 
day, he was greeted with total silence. Here was the 
President and CEO of Mid Penn Bank standing in our 
classroom. He immediately gripped our attention. 
He told us about his bank, his role with the bank and 
about the banking industry. He told us what he looks 
for when hiring an employee. “I look for a balanced 
attitude, a good aptitude and a strong work ethic”. As 
we got to know Rory that day and in two subsequent 
visits, it became apparent to me that he emphasizes 
those qualities because he embodies them.

I sat down with Rory at lunch recently to 
learn more about him, specifically his time at Bishop 
McDevitt. Rory is a native of Harrisburg’s Allison 
Hill neighborhood, a little west of McDevitt. He was 
raised in a Catholic household with five brothers (he 
was fourth in line). Rory and his brothers attended St 
Francis elementary school and then Bishop McDevitt. 
Rory’s parents, who divorced when he was young, 
were graduates of McDevitt when it was called Harrisburg Catholic.

As we talked, Rory reminisced fondly of his times at McDevitt, even 
from the very first day when he could not find his way to homeroom and 
Mr. Cernugal bearing down with his booming voice. He said he learned many 
life lessons and made a lot of lifetime friends here at McDevitt. He spoke 
of the wonderful administrative staff and teachers during his time here. He 
recalled vividly that the teachers were challenging. Not hard on the students, 
but they did challenge the students to think on their own. Teachers like Dick 
Celinski, Joe Chiara, Frank Zuvich, John Brixius and others made it a rewarding 
experience. He also mentioned several times about how McDevitt helped 
him and his family financially along the way. From a divorced family of six kids, 
that extra help made all the difference, shaping Rory into the man he is today. 
Rory also commented that even though there were still racial tensions within 
the community in the late 70’s and early 80's, those could not be found in the 
McDevitt community. “We all got along very well together regardless of race 
or color.”

Throughout his time at McDevitt, Rory lived out his three ideals for 
employment. While working hard to maintain grades sufficient to get him into 
college, Rory always had a job to help pay the bills at home. In grade school 
he was first selling Grit Newspapers door to door and then delivering for the 
Patriot News. In high school, he worked at the Park Cafeteria and then later at 
Giant Food Stores. Along the way, he also was the locker and shoe shine guy 

at Carlisle Country Club, a landscaper for Blue Ridge 
Memorial Gardens and several jobs in the restaurant 
industry. He also developed many of his leadership 
characteristics with his involvement in student 
council, first as a freshman representative, then as 
a sophomore senator and finally as President of the 
student council and senior class.

After McDevitt, Rory attended the University 
of Pittsburgh. He first went there to be a dentist, 
laughing now because he based that decision on 
the knowledge that dentistry was the highest paid 
profession. Once he determined that he was not cut 
out for dentistry, he found his way to economics and 
ultimately to the world of banking. After graduating 
from Pitt, Rory entered the banking world with 
Hamilton Bank. A couple years later he joined 
Pennsylvania National Bank, where he stayed for 10 
plus years. During that time, at night, he completed 
the course work first for an MBA at PSU Harrisburg 
and then for a Law Degree at Widener University. 
In 1998, after graduating from Law School, Rory 
successfully passed the PA Bar Exam and remains a 
licensed attorney to this day. Rory left PNB in 1999 
to join Commerce Bank as its Chief Lending Officer 

and he remained there for 10 years until joining Mid Penn Bank as President 
and CEO in 2009. He resides in Hampden Township with his wife Jody and 
daughters Juliana, Olivia, and Amelia.

The greatest pleasure Rory gets from his job is seeing the joy his fellow 
employees get from helping their customers. “When you help someone buy 
their first home, you are having a hand in their lives, and there is no greater 
joy than that.” For a top executive, Rory is a pretty down to earth person. 
While most CEO’s would not take the time to visit branches and spend time 
with customers, those are the times that make his day. His attitude of love and 
respect towards his fellow man is clearly evident.

The Catholic education that Rory obtained at Bishop McDevitt played a 
huge part in helping him develop his moral compass. He knows that without 
that opportunity, things may have been very different for him. For that, he 
is eternally grateful and indebted to the McDevitt community, and hopes all 
alumni feel the same.

Rory stresses attitude, aptitude and work ethic. When I finished my 
interview with him, I could easily repeat these three qualities and see how they 
could lead me to the same level of success. Meeting Rory and getting to know 
him better, I can say that he fulfills these three ideals to the fullest and that it 
was an honor to get to know him.

Rory Ritrievi ’81
By Dominic Biacchi ’12
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Christine
Molitoris ’12
By Marian Eiben ’14

high school is considered to be some 
of the best years in a person’s life. This happens 
when a young person really utilizes what is 

available to them, and takes part in everything they can. If they are open to many 
different opportunities, then high school really becomes a memorable time. No one has 
come to realize this more than a young woman who is a senior at Bishop McDevitt this 
year, Christine Molitoris. Right from the beginning, Christine knew that she wanted to 
become involved during her high school career. She certainly went above and beyond 
the normal standard, and stepped up to gain the full high school experience from the 
very beginning. 

Coming from Holy Name of Jesus, Christine understood what it meant to attend 
a Catholic school before she even stepped through our doors. To her, as to many, 
this school was more than just for educational purposes. Her brother had attended in 
previous years, and as an incoming freshman, this inspired her to really become a part of 
the McDevitt family. She had a strong group of friends who were beginning high school 
with her, and that settled many of the nerves that plague young students when they 
first arrive to a new environment. Right away, Christine knew she fit perfectly into our 
school. 

Through the years, Christine has participated in numerous activities that have 
all contributed in some way to her vibrant personality. Pro-life Club, Christian Service 
Club, Future Business Leaders of America, National Honor Society (of which she 
currently presides as Vice President), Student Council, and Student Ambassadors, have 
all been a part of Christine’s high school experience. By becoming diverse during these 
last four years, Christine has come to really understand herself and has developed 
into the person she is today. Through participation in so many activities, Christine 
has attained leadership skills that she previously had lacked. It’s astounding to believe 
that only a few short years ago she was terrified to make a speech in front of others, 
but over coming her fears has been one of her many accomplishments since then. She 
has also become more independent and confident, and values these qualities highly. 
Not only have many clubs molded her into a strong young woman, but also her long 
running participation in tennis. For the past two years, Christine has taken part in the 
district tournament in not only singles but doubles. She feels it was this sport that really 
shaped her confidence and has shown her how to both rely on others and herself, when 
needed. 

Bishop McDevitt has really become home for Christine over the years. Walking 
through the halls, she has always felt welcomed by everyone, faculty and students alike. 
One of her favorite parts of the school is that she can walk down the hall and receive 
a warm smile from a stranger. Christine’s faith has remained extremely important to 
her throughout the many years here, and that is another aspect she admires of this high 
school over others: the ability to develop her faith. 

Christine has loved so much of her high school experience, which has certainly 
been filled to the brim with activities, sports, and a solid academic foundation that will 
follow her into college. The teachers at McDevitt have pushed Christine to her limits 
a few times over the years, but it has created an extremely ambitious individual out of 
her, and she’s sure of what she can accomplish because of it. Looking towards the future, 
Christine will be attending the University of Delaware and hopes to go into physical 
therapy someday. Anyone who meets her understands that not only is she an extremely 
hard-worker, but has a stronger sense of self than many adults do, and this is only as a 
senior. There’s no telling how much she can accomplish when she puts her mind to it, 
and her McDevitt family will certainly be waiting to see all that she becomes. 

Tom 
Scully ’12
By Marian Eiben ’14

Bishop McDevitt’s student body is in itself 
extremely diverse, producing a multitude of different 
students that excel and specialize in a large number 
of fields. No matter how far reaching, or how different from each other, they all share 
a common bond that is attached to the name of our school: They are all home-grown 
Crusaders, through and through. There is a specific kind of character that is built during 
the years at Bishop McDevitt, and that is something that can be seen in most every student 
who graduates from here. There are certain students who show it through everything 
they’re involved in, and a perfect example of this iconic McDevitt character would be 
Thomas Scully.

When it comes to representing McDevitt, Tom does one of the best jobs of all the 
students who pass through our halls each day. He knows how to handle work when he 
needs to, and never lets something go wayside. For the past four years, Tom has taken avid 
participation in the football team. Coming from Saint Margaret Mary’s school, he had never 
considered playing football, and it was a little bit of a shock when he discovered how much 
he enjoyed it. Interest in football spread to other sports, such as track and tennis, and all 
of these sports have helped Tom to learn more about himself through the years. They have 
taught him how to work on a team, and more about who he is as a person. Football was 
really the core of his high school career, and it was a great activity to peruse for the years 
that he did. 

Not only did he dazzle on the sports fields, but Tom also worked hard in the 
many different clubs held here at McDevitt. Leadership is something that comes to mind 
when people meet Tom. This was certainly fueled by his involvement in Future Business 
Leaders of America, Pro-Life Club, National Honors Society, and the Youth Development 
Team. Through these activities, especially the last, Tom has gained a certain skills set that 
is prevalent whenever anyone meets Tom, and will carry on with him into college and 
beyond. Tom also accredits a large part of who he is now to his involvement in Boy Scouts 
from grade school up through high school. From this he had gained honor, courage, and 
more of the skills that he will need when entering the adult world after McDevitt. Tom has 
a close group of friends who have gone through Boy Scouts with him since the beginning, 
and they have certainly helped to shape the person that he has become. It helps to have 
that solid system of friends to rely on during high school, and both in and out of boy 
scouts, Tom has always seemed to have that. 

There are certain classes that never leave you, even long after you’ve graduated from 
high school. For Tom, these are the classes that taught him how to work on hands-on 
projects and think outside the box, such as Windows II or Calculus. It was from classes 
such as these that Tom developed his love for engineering, which stems from that same set 
of skills those teachers instilled in him. He likes to really work on projects and problem 
solving, so it became apparent as the years passed that he wanted to work towards that 
for the future. 

For college, Tom is attending Penn State Main Campus, and there his next step 
will be to discover more about the many different kinds of engineering that he could 
possibly work in. Whatever he chooses, Tom is sure to excel at. He has a determination 
and a serious understanding of his abilities as a student and a person in general. His good 
foundation for leadership, plus his steadfast honor and respect to those around him, will 
follow Tom far beyond the walls of McDevitt, but it was here that many of these qualities 
took root. They’re all a part of the iconic McDevitt character that circulates from the 
faculty, alumni, and throughout the long halls. Whether intentionally or not, Tom has 
become a wonderful example of this strong McDevitt character, and he certainly embodies 
everything that this community tries to instill in its students, perfectly. McDevitt waits to 
see great things from Tom in the future, and we sure won’t have to wait long. 
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Over the past school year, several 
McDevitt Alumni have come back to share their 
experiences and knowledge with our current 
Crusaders. Dr. Kenneth Graf ’62, Joe Paese ’78, 
Rory Ritrievi ’81, Jeff Myers ’82, Todd Mealy ’97, 
and Ian Potter ’05 all took time out of their busy 
schedules to speak to different McDevitt classes. 

Dr. Graf has made several visits to McDevitt 
to speak about his experiences as a surgeon in 
the U.S. Army. 

Mr. Paese shared his knowledge as Managing 
Executive of First National Bank Investment 
Advisors with students in the new banking 
course. Mr. Ritrievi and Mr. Myers also shared 

their experiences with students in the banking 
course. Mr. Ritrievi is the President and CEO of 
Mid Penn Bank and Mr. Myers is the Executive 
Vice President and Chief Lending Officer of 
Centric Bank.

Todd Mealy visited Mr. Don Erway’s classes 
to share his experiences researching, writing 
and speaking about William Howard Day. Mr. 
Mealy is the author of “Aliened American: A 
Biography of William Howard Day” which has 
been nominated for the Frederick Douglass Book 
Prize. William Howard Day was a nineteenth 
century abolitionist, educator and native of 
Harrisburg.

Actor Ian Potter visited the British Studies 
class to discuss the power of Shakespeare and 
his thoughts on how best to prepare for a 
performance. Ian has worked at Gamut Theater 
for a number of years as resident technical 
director and actor. He has taken on many of 
Shakespeare's roles including Hamlet and Puck. 
The students were given an intimate view of the 
actor's craft as he recited the famous "To be or 
not to be" speech. The British Studies students 
were inspired and asked many questions 
regarding their impending performance of Henry 
V's St. Crispin's Day speech.
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You may know Mike McCoy from his work on the football field as a player for the Green Bay Packers. However, 
to the students of our school and many Catholic schools across the nation, he is someone who reached out 
to tell them the truth about growing up in a society like ours. Mr. McCoy came for a visit not too long ago, and 
gave an inspirational assembly about the adversities teenagers face and the temptations they should avoid. These 
temptations, Mr. McCoy says, can be avoided if one keeps the values of Faith, Family, and Friends close to their heart, 
and avoids the land mines that life sets in front of us. These land mines are the iconic problems in our teenage years: 
sex, drugs, and alcohol. Throughout the assembly, Mr. McCoy shared many personal anecdotes about growing up 
in Erie, Pennsylvania, his high school and college experiences, and his career in the NFL. He spoke with conviction, 
sharing his own personal stories of adversity and overcoming temptation. He stressed the importance of his faith 
and how all things are possible through God. 

Mr. McCoy is the president of Mike McCoy Ministries. It is through this program that he reaches out to high 
school students, and attempts to offer help for such serious problems as teen suicide and abuse. He tries to instill 
a life plan that is centered around Faith. His goal is to reach out to individuals who have slipped through the cracks 
of young adulthood, and need guidance to achieve their potential. To do this, Mr. McCoy encourages reading and 
reflecting on passages from the Bible and staying close to one’s family. Finding the right group of friends is also 
important for success in life. Mr. McCoy says that a friend is someone who cares about you and only wants the best 
for you. These are the people you want to surround yourself with, and they will help to lead you down the right 
path.

Mike McCoy has been the recipient of many awards throughout his life. He was the Green Bay Packers 
Rookie of the Year, the Packers Dodge NFL Man of the Year, and the Notre Dame Pro Player of the Year. He is 
also the recipient of the Harvey Foster Humanitarian Award. Mr. McCoy knows that none of this could have been 
accomplished without the help of his faith and his family. Currently, Mr. McCoy lives in Jefferson, GA, with his wife 
and four children. He hopes to continue to change the lives of teenagers for the better, in any way he can. Mike has 
a true passion for his job that can be felt the moment you enter into one of his assemblies. He has truly utilized all 
the talents given to him in order to create a program that will continue to help teenagers for a long time to come. 

Decisions Determine Destiny 



scripTure reFlecTion
Mary Elizabeth Sperry ’82 wrote 

and published a scripture reflection 
book titled “Bible Top Tens: 40 Fun 
and Intriguing Lists to Inspire and 
Inform”. Her book was published on 
March 20, 2012. Mary holds masters’ 
degrees in liturgical studies from the 
Catholic University of America and 
in international politics from UCLA. 
She has spoken in the Archdioceses of 
Baltimore and Washington and in the 
Dioceses of Harrisburg, Dallas, and 
Orange.

mcdeviTT 
TeacHer pens 
novels

McDevitt’s very own, 
Stephanie Peterson, has been 
working since high school on a 
series of young adult novels. As of 
May, she has completed 56 novels 
in the series. The series follows 
the lives of two families, the 
Lawrence family and the Riches 
Family. Ms. Peterson currently 
has the first novel in the series, 
“A New Year,  A New Beginning 
(Welcome to Keyston)” on 
Amazon.com in a Kindle version.

 mcdeviTT 
 senior Wins 
“youTH oF  
 THe year”

Bishop McDevitt senior, Erin 
Tully, was awarded “Youth of 
the Year” through the Exchange 
Club of Harrisburg. Erin’s winning 
essay was entitled “Today’s 
Youth Strengthening America 
One Community at a Time”. Erin 
received a $1,000 scholarship to be 
used toward her college expenses.

Pictured with his parents (on the right) is Caleb Barwin and Mrs. Christine Plasic-Van 
Wagner.

J. THomas van Wagner memorial 
scHolarsHip

The McDevitt family would like to congratulate Caleb Barwin ’14 
as the receipient of the 2011-2012 J. Thomas Van Wagner Memorial 
Scholarship! The J. Thomas Van Wagner Memorial Scholarship was 
created in loving memory of alum J. Thomas Van Wagner ’73 on behalf 
of the Plasic-Van Wagner Family. Each year, one Bishop McDevitt student 
from the Cathedral School or one Bishop McDevitt student from St. 
Matthew's Parish will receive $500 towards their tuition for the school 
year. Eligible candidates are asked to research and write an essay on J. 
Thomas Van Wagner, what the Gift of Life program is, and how the Gift 
of Life program may inspire or impact their lives and the lives of others. 
The scholarship winners are chosen from the submitted essays by his wife, 
Christine Plasic-Van Wagner.

crusader neWs
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Advancementnews
ANNuAL fuND uPDAte

Rapidly we approach June 30th, the end of the fiscal year and the 2011 – 2012 
McDevitt Fund. With your generous support, the McDevitt Fund has reached over 
$372,000! This shows the tremendous support of our many alumni, family and 
friends. 

We still need your help to reach our goal of $400,000 for this fiscal year. 
With the support of our donors, the McDevitt Fund helps finance the day-to-day 
operations of the school. It helps bridge the gap between tuition and the cost of 
education. 

If you have not yet made a donation to the fund this year, please consider 
making a donation to the McDevitt Fund. Your tax-deductible donation will help 
secure the future of Catholic education for the students of the Harrisburg area. If 
you have already made a contribution to the McDevitt Fund this year, we would like 
to sincerely thank you for your generosity. 

May God bless you and your families! 

20th ANNuAL  
toNy CeRNugeL MeMoRIAL 
goLf touRNAMeNt

Grab your clubs and get ready to join us at Blue Ridge Country Club on Friday, 
September 28, 2012 for the 20th Annual Tony Cernugel Memorial Golf Tournament. We 
are looking forward to a great turnout with a wonderful day of golf and fun.

The Tony Cernugel Memorial Golf Tournament was organized to raise money 
for Bishop McDevitt’s Scholarship Fund in honor one of Bishop McDevitt’s most 
beloved coaches, teachers, and friends, Tony Cernugel. A shot-gun start is scheduled 
for 1:00 p.m. Dinner follows the tournament with awards and prizes distributed at 
that time.

The golf tournament also will be followed by a McDevitt home football game the 
next day, Saturday, September 29, 2012. If you are interested in playing in or sponsoring 
the 20th Annual Tony Cernugel Memorial Golf Tournament, please contact Rita Fulton 
at 717-236-7973, ext 445 or by email at rfulton@bishopmcdevitt.org. See you on the 
course!
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estAte PLANNINg
Putting a bequest to Bishop McDevitt in your will builds our long-term 

financial strength and is the easiest major gift you can make. Why?

— It’s revocable: A bequest doesn’t take effect until your death. It’s a 
gift that doesn’t affect your current asset balance or cash flow. If your plans 
or circumstances change, you can easily revise the bequest.

— It’s simple: One paragraph in your will can set up your gift.

— And it’s Flexible: You can give us a specific asset, or a share in the 
net residue of your estate. Your bequest can support a particular program, 
or allow us to use it for the needs that are most relevant when your gift is 
received.

We can help you take the next steps to plan a bequest. Go to mcdevitths.
plannedgiving.org to learn more. Calculators, information and much more is 
available on this site. Or contact Cheri Comasco, Director of Advancement, 
at 717-236-7973 or by email at advancement@bishopmcdevitt.org.

24th Annual Blue & Gold Gala  
hAt’s off to the DeRby

The 24th Annual Blue & Gold Gala was held on Saturday,  
May 5, with the theme “Hats off to the Derby.” The evening began 
with a cocktail hour during which guests watched the running of the 
Kentucky Derby on a big-screen TV, as judges walked throughout 
the room evaluating the ladies hats. The winner of the contest, Lauri 
Verbos ’83 Werner, was announced later during the evening. Bishop 
McFadden graced us with his presence and was part of the live 
auction.  Approximately three hundred and twenty guests attended 
the Gala, which proved to be a huge success. Thank you to all the 
table sponsors, program sponsors, and donors of auction items. Our 
25th Gala will be held in March of 2013 at the new Bishop McDevitt 
Campus.



Advancement 60s
rudy gornik ’61 to wed Ewa 
Rzadkowska, October 18 in St. 
Patrick's Cathedral, Harrisburg.

John Kemmerer  
’62 became a 
grandfather, or 
“Philly Pops”, on 
January 23, 2012. 
Oscar is his first 
grandchild.

John gaiski ’64 retired with 44 
years in the rail mill, Arcelor/Mittal 
Steelton plant.

70s
tom Burns ’73 (McD Baseball 
coach from 1988-1994) was voted 
2011 Major League Baseball Scout 
of the Year by the New York 
Professional Hot Stove Baseball 
Organization. Tom was honored on 
January 20, 2012 at a banquet in 
New York City.

thomas Acri 
’79 and his wife 
Pam welcomed 
Vincent T. Acri 
on April 14, 
2011, which 
was also the 

Groundbreaking Ceremony for 
the new Bishop McDevitt campus! 
Vincent will follow in the footsteps 
of his grandfather, James P. Acri 
’59, father and sister as a future 
Crusader!

90s
tommy mealy 
’96 and his wife 
Jessica 
welcomed their 
first son, 
Thomas “Trey” 
Jay Mealy III, on 
April 13, 2012.

00s
eod1 
(Explosive 
Ordinance 
Disposal) tara 
gaiski ’00 is 
on deployment 

IN MeMoRIAM
January 6, 2012 –  

may 24, 2012

Elizabeth A. Dauman ’36 Herr

Joseph J. Papandrea ’36

Rose Margaret Koychick ’37 

Pedersen

Mary Elizabeth Bomgardener ’38 

Santor

Peter James Russ ’38

Bernard Joseph Ziegler ’39

Mary Claire Dougher ’39 Filippelli

Esther Mae Reed ’41 Taylor

Marlin Eugene Hicks ’42

Frank Anthony Zuvich ’45

Digna Marie D’Ambrosia ’47

Joseph Patrick Till ’48

Mary Ann Donley ’48 Smith 

Maurice Eugene Corish ’49

Frances Ann Mickola ’50 Watkins 

Helen Marie Mavretic ’51 Maurer 

Eileen Frances Delaney ’53

Eileen Agnes Buczynski ’54 Robinski

Mary Jo Frances Neff ’55 Lippert

Michael Anthony DeFilipp ’58

Rosemary Margaret Horchler ’58 

Traino

Victor Emmanuel Restagno ’58

Alberta Ann Bambrick ’62

Kathryn M. Okum ’66

Rudolph L. Bekelja ’68

Patricia Ann Mercurio ’68 Levi

Eugene Walker Skiffington ’82

Timothy P. Graden ’84

with the US Navy. She is pictured 
here in Djibouti, Africa. Tara does 
demolition work on land and 
underwater.

lt John d. ciccocioppi ’02, usn 
received the Copernicus Award 
at the AFCEA West Conference 
recently in San Diego, California. 
John is a 2006 graduate of the US 
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland.

tory Pinto ’03 married Lindsey 
Faith Peithman on Saturday October 
22, 2011 at Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament in Harrisburg after dating 
for 5 years. The reception was held 
at the Peter Allen House in Dauphin 
and they honeymooned on a Cruise 
and in Disney. They met at Penn 
State back in 2006.
 

uriah Aviles 
’04 and tiara 
(Knox) 
Aviles ’04 
welcomed 
their first 
child, a girl, 
Eurya Shanei 
Aviles on 

December 21, 2011. Uriah is a city 
police officer and Tiara is a stay-at-
home mother.

christopher cappos ’05 
graduated from The University of 
the Sciences/Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy in May 2011 with a 
Doctor of Pharmacy degree. He is 
licensed in both Pennsylvania and 
Maryland. Chris is currently working 
as a clinical pharmacist for Horizon 
Healthcare Services.

larissa eckrote ’06 graduated 
Magna Cum Laude from Kaplan 
Career Institute in Fall 2011 in 
Medical Assisting. She is currently 
employed at Pinnacle Health Family 
Care of Middletown and is in the 
process of applying to colleges to go 
back to school for her RN. Her goal 
is to become a Nurse Practitioner. 

10s
Pvt Joseph 
Bradley ’11  
recently 
graduated 
from Marine 
Corps Recruit 
Depot at 

Parris Island, SC on April 20, 2012.  

eNgAgeMeNts
rudy gornik ’61 to wed Ewa 
Rzadkowska, October 18 in St. 
Patrick's Cathedral, Harrisburg. 

mark J. Paris ’89 to Kym m. 
gritman ’88 

Issac Asbury to tara A.  
gaiski ’00 

michael P. riordan ’01 to 
Jennifer Ventre 

  Brent A. Kurutz 
’02 to  
Diana Missert

vincent J. 
comasco ’06 to 
Lauren Cameron

Benjamin r. mccreary ’07 to 
Megan Washefski

Please send us your news 
today! The next issue will 

be published  
in late September.

Class NOtes
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WeDDINgs
Thomas Miller and maria  
Bianchi '96

Thao Hoart and terry huynh '00 

Charlie Pastor and Andrea  
Bianchi '01 

tim Kruger ’03 to Amanda 
Seyfert

Zachary Teisher and Jennifer  
Wert ’04 

dan gregorits ’05 and Jamie 
cichy ’05 

dominic santana ’05 and megan 
Wiskenheiser ’07 

Todd Stephens and chelsea  
lacko ’06 

Josh Reed and leslie migala ’07 



ReunionS
Class of 1952—60th Class Reunion - Saturday, August 25, 2012 at the Colonial 
Country Club in Harrisburg. For a copy of the invitation, visit www.bishopmcdevitt.
org/alumni/reunion-information. For more information please contact Dick Crowley at 
702 Indiana Ave, Lemoyne, PA 17042.

Class of 1962—50th Class Reunion - Fifty Years. Where did the years go? It was 
only yesterday that we were attending sporting events and dances. It was a good time 
where we developed a lot of friends. Please join us for our 50th class reunion to be 
held on October 6, 2012 at the Susquehanna Club. There will be an informal gathering 
the night before. Details about all the events that weekend will follow this spring.

Please make sure that we have your contact information. We are missing over 40 
classmates for whom we have no contact information. I have tried for over a year to 
reach those people to no avail. You can send any contact information including name, 
address, phone and email to Tom Nissley at tnissley1@comcast.net. I am trying to 
keep the database current. Thanks and looking forward to seeing everyone in the Fall.

Class of 1967—45th Class Reunion - A date and details are being determined.  
For more information, contact Sue Camplese Herman at sunforsue@aol.com.

Class of 1982—Saturday, October 20, 2012 - Ceoltas Irish Pub, 310 N 2nd St 5-8 
pm. Buffet dinner. Tickets are $40 per person. Tickets will be on sale in mid-May.  
For more information, please contact Mary Sperry at mcdevitt1982@gmail.com.

Class of 1987—The Class of 1987 is looking for interest in having a 25th reunion. 
A tentative date is Friday, October 19, 2012. Please contact Renee Karstetter at 
rkastetter@comcast.net to show your support.

Class of 1992—is in the process of planning the 20th year reunion. Please save the 
date of Saturday, November 24th, 2012. The reunion will be held on this date. A venue 
will be determined by the end of February. All reunion information will be posted 
on the Class of 1992 Facebook page. Please consult the page regularly for reunion 
updates. Questions can be directed to Gina DiVincenzo at gnds929@msn.com.

Class of 2002—is in the process of planning their 10th year reunion. It is planned 
for November of 2012. More details to follow. For more information or to help, 
contact Cheryl Mrazik at cherylmrazik@gmail.com.

Class of 2007—is planning a reunion for Thanksgiving weekend 2012. More details 
to follow.

If you are a class representative and are planning a reunion, please contact the 
Advancement Office as soon as possible at advancement@bishopmcdevitt.org. 

Bishop McDevitt High School
2200 Market Street
Harrisburg PA 17103-2499

CHANGE SERVICE REquEStEd
Non-Profit

Organization
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Harrisburg, PA
Permit No. 345

SAVE  the Date!
This fall we will be having several events to celebrate 

the wonderful history of our time on 2200 Market Street. 
There is so much to be remembered and to be thankful for 
as we reminisce.

We are looking for volunteers to help us plan these 
events. Our first meeting will be Monday, June 25, at 
7:00 pm in the school cafeteria. Please bring your friends 
and help us plan and organize. One idea is to have anyone 
who played, cheered or performed on the football field be 
invited to come back for a home game. We will give each of 
you a chance to walk on the field one last time.

We are planning on having tours of the building 
too. We are also going to have a huge ALUMNI BASH on 
Saturday, november 17.

Details are still being worked out. Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend.

Final HOME Football Game Schedule for Market Street

(All games are currently scheduled to start at 10:30 am)

Saturday, September 22 vs. Mechanicsburg

*Saturday, September 29 vs. Susquehanna

Saturday, october 20 vs. Red Land (Homecoming)

Saturday, november 3 vs. Palmyra (Senior Day)

* Please think about coming to the 20th Annual Tony 
Cernugel Golf Tournament, which raises money for 
scholarships on Friday, September 28 at Blue Ridge 
Country Club and then going to the home game on 
Saturday.


