What is a thesis statement?  A thesis is an idea/position that is proved/maintained through argument.  A thesis cannot be fact or an unarguable opinion.  A thesis must be arguable.

Naturally this is only an example – your outline will most likely be much more detailed.
Outline for your essay.

I. Introduction

A. Thesis Statement (your main idea/what you want to prove)
B. Purpose Statement (what are you doing in this essay, i.e. Compare and Contrast)

C. Preview of your Main Points (how you will prove your thesis)

II. Body (or the argument portion of your essay)

A. Main point number one

1. this section should consist of at least two subtopics
2. Need topic statements/explanations of your points
a. support (quote)
b. explanation of your support.

3. Transition to your next idea

4. The first point should be one of your stronger points

B. Main point number two

1. this section should consist of at least two subtopics
2. Need topic statements/explanations of your points
a. support (quote)
b. explanation of your support

3. Transition to your next idea

4. This should be your weakest point.

C. Main point number three

1. this section should consist of at least two subtopics
2. Need topic statements/explanations of your points
a. support (quote)
b. explanation of your support

3. Transition to your conclusion
4. Remember to end strong.

III. Conclusion

A. Restate your three main points.

B. Restate your thesis statement.

C. There should not be any new information in your conclusion

Remember to fully explain all of your ideas.  Do not have the reader figure everything out on his/her own.  Also, do not sum up your quotes, but analyze them and break them down so we understand your argument.

