
MLA Guidelines 
8th Edition 

Introduction 
The newest version of the MLA Handbook includes major changes in how you will be citing your sources. This 
version of the Handbook focuses on a series of elements found in most sources rather than a list of rules for 
citing different mediums. Once you understand these elements you will be able to cite anything! 
 

Core Elements 
When you begin to cite your source, gather all the information for the following elements. Each element is 
followed by its corresponding punctuation. 

1. Author. 
2. Title of source. 
3. Title of container, 
4. Other contributors, 
5. Version, 
6. Number, 
7. Publisher, 
8. Publication date, 
9. Location. 

 

1. Author 
The author field is not limited to a person who wrote a specific book. The author can also be the person 
primarily responsible for the work that you are focusing on. If you list someone with a role other than author, 
follow the name with that person’s title. Possible titles may include: performer, editor, translator, creator, etc. 
An organization may also be the author of a work. 
 
Examples: 

Tolkien, J.R.R. The Hobbit. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2012. 
Dorris, Michael, and Louise Erdrich. The Crown of Columbus. HarperCollins, 2009. 
Burdick, Anne, et al. Digital Humanities. MIT P, 2012. 
Nunberg, Geoffrey, editor. The Future of the Book. U of California P, 1996. 
United Nations. Consequences of Rapid Population Growth. Taylor and Francis, 1991. 

 
 

2. Title of Source 
The title of the source will follow the author’s name. It will be listed in either italics or quotation marks 
depending on its type. Titles should be written exactly as they are found on the source material. 

A title is italicized if the source is self-contained and independent (books, plays, anthologies, television 
series, websites, music album, etc.) 

A title is in “quotation marks” if it is part of a larger work (Newspaper or website article, a page on a 
website, an episode of a television show, a single poem in an anthology, a song on an album, etc.) 
 
Examples: 

Kipling, Rudyard. Kim. Dover Publications, 2005. 
Poe, Edgar Allan. “The Cask of Amontillado.” The Complete Works of Edgar Alan Poe, Castle Books, 2003. 
 
 



3. Title of Container 
If your source is a part of a larger body of work, the larger body of work is referred to as the container. The title 
of the container should be italicized. A source may have more than one container, especially if it comes from an 
online database. 
 
Some examples of containers include: a collection of short stories or poems, a journal or newspaper, a television 
series, or a web site with many articles or pages. 
 
Examples: 
Miller, Barbara. “Cumberland County Bridge Closure Scheduled.” The Patriot News, 28 Aug. 2016. Pennlive, 

http://www.pennlive.com/news/2016/08/ 
Steinbach, Alice. “The Miss Dennis School of Writing.” The Norton Sampler: Short Essays for Composition, 

edited by Thomas Cooley, W.W. Norton & 
 
4. Other Contributors 
List the name and title of any contributors whose work is relevant to your research or necessary to identify the 
source. This may include the following descriptions: adapted by, directed by, edited by, illustrated by, 
introduction by, narrated by, performance by, or translated by. These terms should not be abbreviated. You may 
include more than one contributor. 
 
Examples: 
Hesse, Hermann. Siddhartha. Translated by Hilda Rosner, Bantam, 1982. 
The Norton Anthology of Literature, edited by Margaret Ferguson et al., 5th ed., Norton, 2004. 
“The Monster.” Stranger Things, directed by Shawn Levy, performance by Winona Ryder, season 1, episode 6, 

Netflix, 2016. 
 
 

5. Version 
Include the version of your source if noted. This may include descriptions such as edition, revised edition, 
version, director’s cut, etc. The word “edition” should be abbreviated to “ed.” 
Examples: 
The Bible. Authorized King James Version, Oxford UP, 1998. 
The MLA Handbook. 8th ed., Modern Language Association of America, 2016. 
 
 

6. Number 
If a source is part of a numbered sequence (journals, book series with multiple volumes) you must include those 
numbers in your citation. 
 
Kuan-Chung, Lo. Romance of the Three Kingdoms. Translated by Robert E. Hegel, vol. 1, Tuttle Publishing, 2002. 
Miller, Amy L. and Matthew C. Leach. “The Effect of Handling Method on the Mouse Grimace Scale in Two 

Strains of Laboratory Mice.” Laboratory Animals, vol. 50 no. 4, Aug. 2016, pp. 305-07. 
“The Monster.” Stranger Things, directed by Shawn Levy, performance by Winona Ryder, season 1, episode 6, 

Netflix, 2016. 
 
 
 



7. Publisher 
The publisher is the group or organization who is responsible for producing the source. If there is more than one 
publisher (and they are all equally important or relevant) cite each group followed by a forward slash (/). 
Shorten the words University (U) and Press (P). 
Publisher information may be found in various places depending on the type of source. 

• Books: Often found on the copyright page. 

• Websites: Usually found in the copyright notice at the bottom of the webpage. 

• Movies/TV: The production company is considered the publisher of the film. 
 
The publisher can be omitted in the following circumstances: 

1. A periodical (journal, newspaper, magazine) 
2. A work published by its author or editor 
3. A website whose title is essentially the same name as its publisher 
4. A website that hosts information but is not responsible for the content (databases, YouTube, etc.) 

 
 

8. Publication Date 
Include the date of publication for the particular source you are using. Include at least the year of publication. 
Other types of sources may require more specific information such as the season, month, or specific date the 
source was published. 
 
 

9. Location 
The location of your source will vary depending on its medium.  

• Page numbers should be included for articles and essays in a book or journal. 

• A URL is now required for a web source. 

• A disc number should be included for a DVD. 

• The location of physical objects can be included. 
 
 

Optional Elements 
The following elements should be included only when they are necessary and relevant to your research. 

1. Date of original publication: Include multiple publication dates when relevant. 
2. City of publication: Include for sources that were published before 1900 
3. Date of access: You must include the day you accessed an online source. 
4. URL’s: Include these for web sources 
5. DOI’s (Digital Object Identifier): These are typically found in online databases and should be included in 

your citation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sample Works Cited 

 

Tolkien, J.R.R. The Hobbit. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2012. 

---. The Silmarillion. Del Rey, 2002. 

Gaiman, Neil, and Terry Pratchett. Good Omens. William Morrow Paperbacks, 2007. 

American Allergy Association. Allergies in Children. Random House, 1998. 

Encyclopedia of Indiana. Somerset, 1993. 

Hesse, Herman. Siddhartha. Translated by Hilda Rosner, Bantam, 1982. 

Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. Edited by Margaret Smith, Oxford UP, 1998. 

Cooley, Thomas, editor. The Norton Sampler: Short Essays for Composition. 6th ed., 

W.W. Norton & Company, 2003. 

Steinbach, Alice. “The Miss Dennis School of Writing.” The Norton Sampler: Short 

Essays for Composition, edited by Thomas Cooley, W.W. Norton & 

Company, 2003, pp. 28-37. 

Poniewozik, James. “TV Makes a Too-Close Call.” Time, 20 Nov. 2000, p. 70. 

Adams, Sean. “Life in Central Pennsylvania.” The Patriot News, 21 Aug. 2016, p. 

D4. 

Tushnet, Rebecca. “More Than a Feeling: Emotion and the First Amendment.” 

Harvard Law Review, June 2014, pp. 35-46. 

History. A+E Television Networks, 2016, www.history.com. Accessed 26 Aug. 2016. 

“Abraham Lincoln.” History, A+E Television Networks, http://www.history.com/ 

topics/us-presidents/abraham-lincoln. Accessed 26 Aug. 2016. 

Pruitt, Sarah. “The History Teacher Who Outwitted the Gestapo.” History, A+E 

Television Networks, 23 Aug. 2016, http://www.history.com/news/lucie-

aubrac-the-history-teacher-who-outwitted-the-gestapo. Accessed 26 Aug. 

2016. 

“Illustration of the Boston Tea Party” Encyclopedia Britannica, Time Life 

Pictures/Getty Images, https://www.britannica.com/event/Boston-Tea-

Party. Accessed 26 Aug. 2016. 

 
 

Book with one author 

 
Two books by the same author 

 
Book with two authors 

 
Organization as author 

 
Encyclopedia 

 
Translated book (author first) 

 
Focus on editor 

 

 Compilation/Anthology, 
Specific edition 

 

Story from a 
compilation/anthology 

 

Magazine article 

 
Newspaper article 

 

Journal article 

 

Website 

 
Specific page on a 

website (no author) 

 

Specific page on a 
website (author) 

 

Image from Website 

 

For more examples, visit the Purdue OWL website at https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/06/ 
Or check out the MLA Handbook from the Karam Library 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/06/

